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UNITED STATES GOVERNME:!'ll'T 

Memorandum 
The Attorney General 

Director, FBI 

MURDER OF MRS. VIOLA LIUZZO 
IN LOWNDES COUNTY, ALABAMA, 
MARCH 251 1965 

DATE: March 261 1965 

~lf-oRNt.y 
Enclosed is a memorandum setting fortll1f&ft:f!(~0. 

details of the murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo in Lowndes County, 
Alabama, on March 251 1965. 

This information has been furnished to the 
White House. 

Enclosure 

1 - The Deputy Attorney General (Enclosure) · 

l ·Mr. Jolm Doar (Enclosure) 
Acting Assistant Attorney General 
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lDb'ector, FDI 

. MURDER OF ,MRB. VIOLA LtUZZO 
IN LOWNDES COlJNTY, A.LA.BAA.IA, 
MARC"ll ~ WS5 . 

. ' 

hdoaed i. a memorandum 8ett1Dg fortJl ad.dWonll 
detai1a of the a:mrder ot Mrs. Viola. IJ.azU> m LowDde9 comatr, 
J.lilb.ama, ua UUdl is, l9a5. 

Tbla IDf~ ha8 ben fu.ndtd1e4 ~ ~ 
'Wklte liOU98. 

l • TM Depu.tJ Attm-.r Genenl (Encloean) 

1- llr. J• Dou' (Enclcswe) 
. Ac:Un; Aaabmar.t AUorneJ Geaenl 

... . ... ':'· · .. '(. . . . . • . ..... . '·: . ... ·:···i-....... .. .. " . : ~ 

.,: 
,• 

. ,'••. 

. : . :· . . . ·-~· -~:, .': .: -::·.:-, 

:-.• ,,.·.; :· 

'·;:: ....... . 
":~:. . . . 
' ;.. · 
~=." ... . 
. · .. . . .......... 



. ·~. :·: . 

·- · 

U;\ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In R~ly, Pr-... &-f" to 

Fil•No. 

"ASBJ!'(GTO!'(, D.C. 20535 

. ,... 

March 26, 1955 

MURDER OF VIOLA LIUZZO 
LOWNDES COUNTY, ALABAMA 
MARCH 25, 1965 

The following are the most recent developments concerning 
the murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, who was fatally shot as she drove 
in Lowndes County, Alabama, on March 25, 1965. 

A complaint was filed today before the United States 
Commissioner at Birmingham charging William Orville Eaton, Collie 
Leroy Wilkins, Jr., Eugene Thomas and Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., 
with violating Section 241, Title 18, United States Code, in that they 
conspired to intimidate and injure citizens in the free exercise of 
their Consitutional rights. 

Eaton, Wilkins and Thomas were arrested by FBI Agents 
today and taken before the United States Commissioner at Birmingham 
who scheduled a preliminary hearing for Thursday, April 15, 1965, 
and remanded all three subjects to the custody of the United States 
Marshal in lieu of $50, 000 bond each. They are confined in the 
Jefferson County Jail in Birmingham. Rowe will be taken before the 
Commissioner at a later time. 

At the Commissioner's hearing, the subjects were 
represented by Matt Murphy, a Klan attorney. 

All four of those charged in the complaint filed before the 
Commissioner are members of the United Klans of America, Inc., 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. Our investigation indicates that they 
were driving from Selnia to Montgomery, Alabama, in Thomas' car 
when they saw the victim driving a car with a Michigan license plate. 
A NegrQ man was w1th Mrs. Liuzzo and reportedly was sitting close 
to her . 
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As the subjects' car passed the victim's automobile, 
Wilkins fired a . 38 caliber revolver owned by· Thomas and Eaton 
fired his own . 22 caliber pistol from the rear seat. Apprcximately 
s ix shots were fired. The subjects continued on to Montgomery, 
and the victim's car veered off the road. 

The home of subject Thomas was searched today by FBI 
Agents who found a snub-nosed . 38 caliber revolver. Mrs. Thomas 
cla imed that the gun is hers, and she volunteered the fact that she 
had in her car another . 38 caliber gun belonging to her husband. 
Both of these weapons were taken into custody by FBI Agents, and 
they are being appropriately examined to determine if either one 
fired the bullets that have been recovered in this case. It is noted 
that ohe. 38 caliber bullet was removed from the base of Mrs. Liuzzo's 
brain and another was found in her automobile. 

The home of William Orville Eaton was also searched today 
by FBI Agents who recovered a . 22 caliber revolver. Our investigation 
indicated tha.t a few hours before the shooting Thomas received a 
warning traffic ticket for speeding in the same area. · This warning 
traffic ticket has also been recovered from Thomas. 

FBI Agents are making exhaustive terrain searches to 
recover any other bullets or cartridge cases. We are also vigorously 
pursuing every other avenue of logical investigation to develop 
additional evidence to support successful prosecution. 
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Memorandum 

) \. 

-~ ~J 

;,.·. 

. ..... .. . ·· 

The Attorney General DATE: March 26, 1965 

Director, FBI 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 
VIOLA LIUZZO VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 

Enclosed is a memorandum setting forth background 
information immediately available concerning Viola Liuzzo 
who was shot and killed near Selma, Alabama, on the night 
of March 25, 1965, and her husband Anthony J. Liuzzo. 

This information has also been furnished to 
the White Bouse. 

Enclosure / 

l - The Deputy Attorney General (Enclosure) 

l Mr. John Doar (Enclosure) 
Acting Assistant Attorney General 
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MURDER OF 'MRS. VIOLA. LtUZZO 
IN LOWNDES COUNTY, ALABAMA, 
MARC.a 2s, 1~ . 
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XDClosed is a mem.onMmn 8ettbag forth addltlonal 
deUi1a ol the JmU'del' of Mrs. V~la Lblzzo in ~ Coantr, 
J.l.1bama, on l6'.areh 25, l9as. 

Thls mt~ ha.a beu funds;bed to tbit 
\\1dta liOUM. . . -

1- nae Depuq ~ GeDen1 (Enctoeue) 

1- Mr. Johll DM;io (Enc:losan) 
AcUn; Aatstent AtiQrney Geoeral 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

"A.llBI!'fCTOl'f, D.C. 20535 

March 26, 1965 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 
VIOLA LIUZZO - VICTIM 

A check of the Michigan Secretary of State, 
the Detroit Police Department and the Detroit FBI files 
shows the following information concerning Viola Liuzzo who 
was shot and killed near Selma, Alabama, on the night of 
March 25, 1965, and her husband Anthony J. Liuzzo. 

The Detroit, Michigan, Police Department files 
reveal that Viola Liuzzo, born April 11, 1925, at California, 
Pennsylvania, residence 19375 Marlowe, Detroit, Michigan, 
was arrested on June 16, 1964, for "failing to send children 
to · school." No disposition was shown for this arrast. 

The files of the FBI Detroit Office disclose that 
Viola Liuzzo, no address given, wrote a letter to the "Detroit 
Free Press," a Detroit daily newspaper, belittling the 
Government's attack on James R. Boffa, President of the · 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters. 

The records of the Michigan Secretary of State's 
Office, Lansing, Michigan, indicate that a Michigan operators 
license was issued to Viola Liuzzo, born April 11, 1925, 
residence 19375 Marlowe, Detroit, on April 16, 1963. Ber 
description is ~iven as white female, blond hair, gray eyes, 
height 5 feet 2~ .inches, weight 127 pounds, no vision restriction • 

The records of the Michigan Secretary of State's 
Office also indicate that a chauffeu~a license was issued to 
Anthony James Liuzzo, born October 5, 1913, residence 
19375 Marlowe, Detroit. The license is to ~xpire May 5, 1965. 
Liuzzo is described as a white male, height 5 feet lO! . inches, 
weight 192 pounds, blue eyes, black hair, with no vision 
restriction. 
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A 1963 Oldsmobile coupe with 1965 Michigan license 
EJ 9177 is registered to A,pthony J. Liuzza, 19375 Marlowe, 
Detroit, Michigan. 

The files of the Detroit Police Department reveal 
that Anthony J. Liuzzo; born October 5, 1913, was arrested 
on September 9, 1953, on a charge of "conspiracy to request 
and accept money." Ile was employed at that time as a 
business agent for Teamsters Local #247. The charge was 
subsequently dismissed by Recorders Judge Martha Griffiths 
in October, 1953. 

The files of our Detroit Office reveal that 
Anthony J. Liuzzo was the subject of a Bureau anti-racketeering, 
Labor Management Relations Act, investigation in 1953. This 
investigation grew out of the arrest on September 9, 1953, 
of Liuzzo and five other Teamsters officials by the Detroit 
Police Department as set forth above. ·The of!icia.ls were 
charged with soliciting gifts and bribes from various 
trucking companies to prevent labor trouble. When the State 
charges were dropped against Liuzzo, he was also dropped as 
a subject of the FBI's investigation. 

The 1964 City Directory for the West side of 
Detroit reveals that Anthony J. Liuzzo and his wife, Viola, 
reside at 19375 Marlowe, Detroit, and he is employed as a 
business agent for the Terunsters Union in I>Eitroi t. It is 
reported that Mrs. Liuzzo was employed as a laboratory 
technician at Mount Sinai Hospital, Detroit, and is a 
part-time student at Wayne University in Detroit. She is 
reported to b.e the mother of five children • 
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March 26, 1965 

. J;)lrector, FBI 

MURDER OY MBB. VIOLA LlUZZO 
lN LOWNDES COUNTY, ALABAMA, 
MARCll 25, ~55 

/ 

Enclosed ta a memorandum Mttlng forth add!Uoaal 
debdla of tH muder el. Mr8. V1G!a LhJszo ta Lolmdea CouatJ, 
.·Alabama, • Marela 25, 1965. 

'1'1da bdormatkm· bu beea fmD1sbed to ttae 
WblleHou-. 

Enclosun 

CY- T.be DeputJ .Attor•r ~rai· (EncJ.oAre> 
. . ,; ( 

l - Kr. .JOrm Dou (belosun) 
~ A8a18taat Attorney Geunl 
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t.:.\ITED STATES DEPART~1E:\'T OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF f;'-;YESTIGATION 

Jn &ply, PIN1~ &frr ta 

Fil•N .. 

WASHINGTON, D.C, 20535 

March 26, 1965 

MURDER OF VIOLA LIUZZO 
LOWNDES COUNTY, ALABAMA 
MARCH 25, 1965 

The following are the most recent developments concerning 
the murder of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, who was fatally shot as she drove 
in Lowndes County, Alabama, on March 25, 1965. 

A complaint was filed today before the United States 
Co.::nmissioner at Birmingham charging William Orville Eaton, Collie 
Leroy Wilkins, Jr., Eugene Thomas and Gary Thomas Rowe, Jr., 
with violating Section 241, Title 18, United States Code, in that they 
conspired to intimidate and injure citizens in the free exercise of 
their Consitutional rights. 

Eaton, Wilkins and Thomas were arrested by FBI Agents 
today and taken before the United States Commissioner at Birmingham 
who scheduled a preliminary hearing for Thursday~ April 15, 1965, 
and remanded all three subjects to the custody of the United States 
Marshal in lieu of $50, 000 bond each. They are confined in the 
Jefferson County Jail in Birmingham. Rowe will be taken before the 
Commissioner at a later time. 

At the Commissioner's hearing, the subjects were 
represented by Matt Murphy, a Klan attorney. 

All four of those charged in the compiaint fil~d before the 
Commissioner are members of the United Klans of America, Inc., 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. Our investigation indicates that they 
were driving from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, in Thomas' car' 
when they saw the victim driving a car with a Michigan license plate. 
A Negro man· was with Mrs. Liuzzo and reportedly was sitting close 
to her. 
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As the subjects' car passed the vicfon 's automobile, 
Wilkins fired a . 38 caliber revolver owned by Thomas and Ea.ton 
fired his own . 22 caliber pistol from the rea.!" seat. Apprcxirnately 
s ix shots were fired. The subjects continued on to Montgomery, 
a&ld the victim's car veered off the road. 

The home of subject Thomas was searched today by FBI 
Agents who found a snub-nosed . 38 caliber revolver. Mrs. Thomas 
cla imed that the gun is hers, and she volunteered the fact that she 
had in her car another . 38 caliber gun belonging to her husband. 
Both of these weapons were taken into custody by FBI Agents, and 
they are being appropriately examined to determine if. either one 
fired the bullets that have been recovered in this case. It is noted 
that one • 38 caliber bullet was removed from the base of Mrs. Liuzzo's 
brain and another was found in her automobile. 

The home of William Orville · Eaton was also searched today 
by FBI Agents who recovered a . 22 caliber revolver. Our investigation 
indicated that a few hours before the shooting Thomas r eceived a 
warning traffic ticket for speeding in the same area.· This warning 
traffic ticket has also been recovered from Thomas. · 

FBI Agents are making exhaustive terrain searches to 
recover any other bullets or cartridge cases. We are also vigorously 
pursuing every other avenue of logical investigation to develop 
additional evidence to support successful prosecution • 
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11.arcb 26, 1965 

Direetor, FBI 

UNXNOD ~; -· .... ' 
VIOLA L! UZZO VIC'l'I11 
Cl VII. lUGlD'S - BLECTIOlf LAWS 

:Enclosed is a memorandtul set.ting :forth background 
in!orma.tioa ~diatoly aTili1able eoncerninc Viola Liuzzo 
who was shot and killed near Selma, Alabama, on tho lligltt 
o:f Sarcl\ 2.5, 1965, and her b.wlband Antho~ •· Liuszo •. 

This in!ormatio.11 has aLso been ~d to' 
tbe 1fhite lbuae • 

EDcl08UH 

0).. The J)apgt7 At-tonwy General (EDclOSllro) 

1 - Jlr • .John Iba.r (EDclosu.ro) 
Acttnc Asaiatamt Attorney General 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

F EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

"ASBil'fCTOl'f, D.C. 20535 

March 26, 1965 

UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; 
VIOLA LIUZZO - VICTIM 

A check of the Michigan Secretary of State, 
the Detroit Police Department and the Detroit FBI files 
shows the following information concerning Viola Liuzzo who 
was shot and killed near Selma, Alabama, on the night of 
March 25, 1965, and her husband Anthony J. Liuzzo. 

.. - . 

The Detroit, Michigan, Police Department files 
reveal that Viola Liuzzo, born April 11, 1925, at California, 
Pennsylvania, residence 19375 Marlowe, Detroit, Michigan, 
was arrested on June 16, 1964, for "failing to send children 
to · school." No disposition was shown for this arrest. 

The files of the FBI Detroit ·Office disclose that 
Viola Liuzzo, no address given, wrote a letter to the "Detroit 
Free Press," a Detroit daily newspaper, belittling the 
Government's attack on James R. Hoffa, President of the · 
International Brotherhood of Teamsters. 

The records of the Michigan Secretary of State's 
Office, Lansing, Michigan, indicate that a Michigan operators 
license was issued to Viola Liuzza, born April 11, 1925, 
residence 19375 Marlowe, Detroit, on April 16, 1963. Her 
description is ~iven as white female, blond hair, gray eyes, · 
height 5 feet 2~ inches, weight 127 pounds, no vision restriction. 

The records of· the Michigan Secretary of State's 
Office also indicate that a chauffeu~s license was issued to 
Anthony James Liuzza, born October 5, 1913, residence 
19375 Marlowe, Detroit. The license is to ~xpire May 5, 1965. 
Liuzza is described as a white male, height 5 feet lo~ · inches, 
weight 192 pounds, blue eyes, black hair, with no vision · 
restr~ction. . :+"· 
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A 1963 Oldsmobile coupe with 1965 Michigan license 
EJ 9177 is registered to A,.nthony J. Liuzzo, 19375 Marlowe, 
Detroit, Michigan. 

The files of the Detroit Police Department reveal 
that Anthony J. Liuzzo; born October 5, 1913, was arrested 
on September 9, 1953, on a charge of "conspiracy to request 
and accept money." Ile was employed at that time as a 
business agent for Teamsters Local #247. The charge was · 
subsequently dismissed by Recorders Judge Martha Griffiths 
in October, 1953. 

The files of our Detroit Office reveal that 
Anthony J. Liuzzo was the subject of a Bureau anti-racketeering, 
Labor Management Relations Act, investigation in 1953. This 
investigation grew out of the arrest on September 9, 1953, 
of Liuzzo and five other Teamsters officials by the Detroit 
Police Department as set forth above . ·The of!icials were 
char ged with soliciting gifts and bribes from various 
trucking companies to prevent labor trouble. When the State 
charges were dropped against Liuzzo, he was also dropped as 
a subject of the FBI's investigation. 

The 1964 City Directory for the West side of 
Detroit reveals that Anthony J. Liuzzo and his wife, Viola, 
reside .at 19375 Marlowe, Detroit, and he is employed as a 
business agent for the Teamsters Union in De.troi t. It ' is 
reported that llrs. Liuzzo was employed as a laboratory 

· technician at Mount Sinai Hospital, Detroit, and is a 
part-time student at Wayne University in Detroit. She is 
reported to be the mother of five children. · 
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