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Preface 2014
 by Monique O'Connell
Reflecting on Rulers after Five Years
The project Rulers of Venice, conceived almost fifteen years ago and first published online in 2009, has evolved through an age of rapid technological change. For the first five years of the project's existence, the database and the associated e-book were hosted separately, the database by the Renaissance Society of America (RSA) and the e-book by ACLS Humanities E-Book (HEB). Beginning in 2014, the database and e-book were reunited at ACLS, a move that offers an opportunity for reflecting on past developments and laying out possibilities for future developments. The database underwent a major technological shift in 2012, replacing the FileMaker software with an open-source, standards-based MySQL database and a traditional website better adapted to online searches. The change has allowed users to access and use the database much more reliably and easily, but it has also rendered many of the references, instructions and screenshots in the 2009 edition of the e-book Rulers of Venice, 1332-1524: Interpretations, Methods, Database obsolete. In the interest of accurately documenting Rulers' phases of development, the essays have been left as they were in 2009, but this preface updates the instructions for use as well as the descriptions and screenshots of content.
Development of the Database
Who held office in late medieval Venice? The Rulers of Venice project as a whole attempts to answer this seemingly simple question. While there is extensive documentation relating to Venetian elections between 1324 and 1524, determining whether a particular individual held office in Venice or not often turns out to be bafflingly complex. The original goal of the project was to provide an electronic edition of the nine registers of the Segretario alle Voci (SegV) as well as a database listing information gathered elsewhere about office holding in Venice. In some ways, these are incompatible goals. As laid out below, the SegV records are far from a perfect record of who was elected to office and an even more imperfect record of who actually held office.
As just one example, there are nine different men listed as the podestà of Verona in 1440, but upon further inquiry it seems that none of the nine actually held the post. (See the project website's FAQ.) Amelio Tagliaferri, in his published list of the podestà of Verona, lists Venier Delfino in the post.1 If the goal of the project were to provide simply a list of who held office, the simplest solution would be to list only Delfino and to delete the nine records from the SegV showing who did not hold office. But as the project's goal is to provide both a record of who held office and an electronic edition of the SegV records, the user in search of the podestà of Verona is confronted with a hybrid set of results that look like this:

[image: Figure A Podestà of Verona search results.]Figure APodestà of Verona search results.View AssetWe chose the hybrid solution in order to ameliorate the significant gaps and inaccuracies in the SegV records: the core of the database is the first nine registers of the SegV, but there are numerous additions from the Consiglio dei Dieci and the Senate records, as well as additions from manuscript and published sources. (See Kohl, Introduction, in this volume.) We chose FileMaker as the original container of the database because it allowed for a great variety of fields and a high degree of precision and distinction between different types of information. For instance, the 2009 Rulers had five separate fields for the title ser: "Office Holder", "Office Holder's Father", "Pledger", "Pledger's Father", and "Substitute". These fields were necessary to create an accurate edition of the registers, but they significantly expanded and complicated the dataset as a whole.
When we first conceptualized the database in 2000-2001, we believed that it would be published as a CD-ROM.  Benjamin Kohl's project The Records of the Venetian Senate on Disk, 1335-1400 (Italica Press, 2000) had been published in this form; at the moment we began Rulers, it seemed like the solutions developed by Ronald G. Musto and Eileen Gardiner of Italica Press for Records would work for Rulers as well. What we did not anticipate was the rapid rise of internet connectivity and the eventual ease of online searching. The bulk of the transcription work was completed between 2002 and 2005; as we neared the end of the first phase of the project, it had become clear that we would need to publish the database online rather than in CD-ROM form. We were unprepared for the technical and organizational challenges this would pose, and the publication was delayed for several years while we searched for a set of acceptable solutions.
HEB published the volume of essays associated with the database as a born-digital e-book, and the Renaissance Society of America (RSA), interested in exploring the possibilities of digital publication, agreed to host an online version of the database. Between 2009 and 2012, users accessed the database through the RSA's website, but experienced significant difficulties with this solution. The project had benefitted from generous funding from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, The Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation, and the Hedgelawn Foundation in its initial stages, but it proved much more difficult to locate funds for technical assistance in the second phase of the project.
The editorial team, in consultation with experts at the RSA as well as at several universities, reworked the technical aspects of the database in order to incorporate user feedback as well as to respond to the evolving digital environment. After Ben Kohl's 2010 death, the editorship of the project passed to Monique O'Connell, who solicited the help of software engineer and systems analyst Robert McCartney of Vanderbilt University. Robert generously donated his technological expertise and many hours of his time to migrate the data to an open-source, standards-based MySQL database and to build new search functionality. The second release of the database in September 2012 made no changes to the data itself, but changed the software and search capabilities in order to improve users' experience.
As anyone who compares Kohl's original Introduction or Andrea Mozzato's Problems and Possibilities with this preface will note, this new version of the database has sacrificed some complexity for usability. Mozzato has described in detail the relationship between register page and digitized record. (See Mozzato, "Problems and Possibilities", section 1: "From Register Pages to Electronic Files".) Users who wish to view the original SegV records can do so by clicking "Transcriptions", selecting the register number (1-9), the folio number, and then the voci transcript number. A digitized transcription will appear on the left and an image of the register page will appear on the right, allowing users to access the original source for themselves.

[image: Figure B Transcription of SegV, Reg. 4, folio 62v, showing a list of the podestà of Verona.]Figure BTranscription of SegV, Reg. 4, folio 62v, showing a list of the podestà of Verona.View AssetContents of the Database
Source, Register, Folio
The first field that appears in the Basic Search is "Source". Users will see a pull-down menu with six options: "Capi CX", "Consiglio dei Dieci", "Maggior Consiglio", "Segretario Voci", "Senato", and "Other Source".
The majority of the records in the database come from the first nine registers of the SegV, and users can see those records by selecting "Segretario Voci". These registers cover the years 1349 to 1521, although there are several significant gaps. (See Kohl, Introduction, "Gaps in the Series" and Table 1 in this volume.) They record elections to three distinct types of governing bodies: state offices within the city (uffici); the four main state councils of the Great Council, the Senate, the Council of Forty, and the Council of Ten (consigli); and territorial offices (reggimenti).

The second significant archival source for the database are the records of the Venetian Senate (Senato) from the serie Misti (Reg. 15-44, 1345-1400). (See Kohl, Introduction, "Elections in the Senate, 1332-1400".) The Senate elected numerous ad hoc advisors called savi (sapientes) who investigated problems outside of Venice and reported back to the Senate. One can see the  great variety of matters that the savi dealt with by searching for "Savi" under office name. From the 1340s on the Senate elected the Savi agli Ordini, a committee of five young nobles to advised the Senate on matters of overseas commerce and trade. The Senate also elected additional members for itself, called additione (Zonta); ambassadors, and other offices on an ad-hoc basis.
Both the heads (capi) of the Council of Ten (Consiglio dei Dieci)—the Capi CX—and the Council of Ten itself elected people to office as well: the Ten elected their own heads monthly, as well as two inquisitors (inquisitores). (See Kohl, Introduction, "Elections in the Consiglio dei Dieci, 1310-1408".) Our database includes elections and mentions of elected officials from the Consiglio dei Dieci Misti (Reg. 2-3, 1318-1327) as well as a handful of references to the Capi CX, Lettere and Giuramenti (1482-1523). Users should note that, unlike the data included from the SegV and the Senate, the references from the records of the Council of Ten are not systematic.
Ducal elections were a special type of election not included in the SegV records; users seeking information on Ducal Electors can access it by selecting Maggior Consiglio in the "Source" field. (See Table 2 and Kohl, Introduction, "Election of the Doges and Their Committees of Dogal Electors, 1329-1524", for further explanation.)
In certain cases, we have added information from published sources to round out our picture of office holding.  Users can see the data by selecting "Other source"; bibliographical details of the works consulted are under "Short Title List".
If a user is interested in data from a particular register or page of a source series, she can refine the search by using the drop-down menus "Register" and "Folio". For example, "Source: Segretario Voci" and "Register: 4" will return only results from SegV 4.
Offices: Type, Place, and Region
Users interested in those elected to a particular office should choose that office from the drop-down menu.  Venice was not at all consistent about the titles it assigned to its elected officials; but to allow for computerized searching we have normalized the office names into Italian. Users interested in the title given in the SegV material are encouraged to consult the "Transcriptions". For an analysis of the number of offices recorded in the SegV, see Mozzato, "Problems and Possibilities", section 2: "Some Observations on the Uses of the Database: The Number of Offices".
The database distinguishes between seven different types of office. Ambascierie indicates ambassadors, who were elected primarily (but not exclusively) in the Senate. Users should note that the database currently covers Senate records through 1400, so ambassadors elected in the Senate after this time are not included. There are currently 796 members of embassies and missions to foreign powers included in the database.
Offices inside the city are called de intra, while those outside the city are called de extra. Offices de intra are further distinguished between uffici and consigli (membership in a governing council). Offices de extra are further distinguished by their location in the mainland state (Stato da Terra) or maritime state (Stato da Mar).
Offices having to do with navigation, primarily galley patrons, are grouped under the label Navigazione. As with the ambassadors, the database does not include a complete list of these officials but instead records information found in those Senate records covered: over 2000 patrons, captains, and naval officers of the merchant and war fleets.
Users searching for office holding in a particular location should start with "Office Place". The place names have, for consistency's sake, all been normalized into Italian. Users can also search by place through the "Map Index" at the top of the screen—clicking on a place name will return a list of related election records.
Users searching for office holding in a wider region, for example, the Adriatic, the Dogado, or Romania, can use the field "Office Region". This is another way to find data related to navigational offices or ambassadors, among other things.
Office Holder: First Name and Last Name
Users interested in finding data related to a particular person should start here. As with office titles and place names, most of the office holders' names have been standardized into Italian from Venetian and from Latin. To provide consistency and ease of access, we have assigned only one spelling to each of the over one hundred Venetian noble families listed in the database. Thus, families whose surnames are rendered in a half dozen different ways in Latin, Italian, and dialect in the sources are always subsumed under a single name here (examples include the names "Donà", "Giustinian", "Sanudo", and "Zorzi"). But consistency has been harder to achieve with given names. Hence, the most common man's name, known in several forms, is always "Giovanni", and the dialect versions are avoided; similarly, it is always "Paolo", never "Polo", and always "Marino", never "Marin". A special case is that we use "Alvise" and "Ludovico" instead of the modern Italian, Luigi. These are simply translations of the Latin forms, Aluisius and Lodovicus. But the same individual is often called both "Alvise" and "Ludovico" in the sources, so a search under the two versions is often needed to find all positions held by a single office holder.
The homonym problem is significant, but in the case of  prominent individuals, the Dizionario Biografico Italiano (DBI) can be a very useful resource. Users can also turn to the Full Search results, discussed below.
Year
A search for a particular year will return all records dated to that year. The Venetian year began on March 1, but here all dates have been normalized. For example, what is listed in the SegV as Feb 24, 1381, is here listed as as Feb 24, 1382. For a more detailed explanation of dating in the original source, see Mozzato, "Problems and Possibilities", section 1: "From Register Pages to Electronic Files: Dating Problems".
Basic Search Results
After completing a search, users will see a screen that looks like this:

[image: Figure C Results of a Basic Search for Office Holder Alvise Badoer.]Figure CResults of a Basic Search for Office Holder Alvise Badoer.View AssetMoving across the screen from left to right, the user will see the data arranged in tabular form.
"RecordNo" is a unique identifier for each entry in the database and can be used to cite an entry.
The "Source", "Register", "Folio" series gives the original source of the information, and the "Month", "Day", "Year" gives the date associated with the record. Users should note that the SegV registers record two very different types of date: Registers 1-4 and 8-9 record officials by date of election (electus), while registers 5, 6, and 7 list officials by their date of entry into office (intravit). The addition of data from other sources adds a further complication: some entries record mention of an office holder's actions while in office, which is useful because it confirms that a certain individual indeed took office but does not indicate when his term began or ended. If there is doubt about what type of information the date indicates, users should consult the Full Search results (see below).
The office holder's name is listed in the column "SystemUnifiedName". One can see not only the first and last name, but also the father's name (patronymic), if given in the original record. In Figure c, the search for "Alvise Badoer" has returned results without a patronymic as well as records that include "Iacopo", "Roberto", and "Giovanni Gabriele".
The next column, "Parish", indicates the office holder's parish of residence, if given in the original source. Another way of accessing this information is to go to "Map Index" in the options presented at the top of the interface and click on the number corresponding to a parish.

[image: Figure D Interactive map search.]Figure DInteractive map search.View AssetThe "Office Name" column indicates the office in question, and the "Office Region", "Office Place", and "Office Type" fields give additional information associated with that office.
The "Notes" column records a wide variety of data irregularly contained in the margins of the source material, often relating to when or how the office holder left the office. (See Mozzato, "Problems and Possibilities", section 2: "Some Observations on the Uses of the Database: Ineligibility and Refusals".)
Users who wish to preserve the results of their search can download those results in either Excel or text format  by clicking "Download in Excel format" or "Download in Text format". Users can also view the results in text format by clicking "View in Text format".
Full Search Results
Format
Users who want a more detailed view of the data should click "View Full Search Results". The Full Search results are presented in an extended table. The first screen of the "Alvise Badoer" Full Search results looks like this:

[image: Figure E Full Search Results 1: Source, Date, and Office Holder.]Figure EFull Search Results 1: Source, Date, and Office Holder.View AssetThe "RecordNo", "Source", "Register", and "Folio" fields are all the same as in Basic Search. The date fields from Basic Search ("Month", "Day", "Year") are followed by "Month in Source", "Day in Source", and "Year in Source", which provide the non-normalized dates. (See Basic Search Results above.) The "Date Notes" column indicates what type of date it is. The majority of results are either "electus" or "intravit" (date of election or date of entry into office). It is also possible to see records that give the date on which an individual was mentioned as being in a certain office.  These records are useful for determining if someone who was elected to office actually held that office, as well as for filling in gaps in the SegV records.
The field "Officeholders Qualifier" either contains the word "quondam" or is empty. This field is only relevant for records that list the father's name; quondam indicates that the office holder's father was deceased at the time of his election.
Geographical Information
Moving further to the right, the user will see these results, blank in the case of the "Alvise Badoer" search:

[image: Figure F Full Search Results 2: Geographical Information.]Figure FFull Search Results 2: Geographical Information.View AssetThe next four columns, "Parish in Source", "Parish", "Sestiere in Source", and "Sestiere", offer geographical information related to the office holder in both the original and normalized versions. (See Kohl, Introduction, "Elections in the Maggior Consiglio, 1349-1524".)
Officeholder and Officeholder Kin
Moving further to the right, the user will see these results:

[image: Figure G Full Search Results 3: Office and Office Holder Kin.]Figure GFull Search Results 3: Office and Office Holder Kin.View AssetThe first four columns here—"Office Name", "Office Region", "Office Place", and "Office Type"—provide the same information about the office in question as seen in Basic Search. The next set of columns provide data related to the office holder's father and grandfather: the normalized and non-normalized versions of their names, if provided in the source, and "Fathers Qualifier", a field that includes any nicknames (such as "Maior") or other information about the father.
Substitute
Moving further to the right, the user will see these results, blank in the case of the "Alvise Badoer" search:

[image: Figure H Full Search Results 4: Substitute.]Figure HFull Search Results 4: Substitute.View AssetThese four columns present information on the original and normalized first and last names of a substitute. As Mozzato outlines in "Problems and Possibilities", in a small number of cases the source indicates that the original office holder was substituted by another person.
Pledgers/Guarantors
Moving further to the right, the user will see these results:

[image: Figure I Full Search Results 5: Pledger.]Figure IFull Search Results 5: Pledger.View AssetThe next set of eleven columns provides data on the pledger, or plezius. The pledger was a Venetian noble who nominated another to public office and was obliged to carry out the duties of that office if the principal could not, acting as a guarantor that the office would be filled. As Mozzato outlines in  "Problems and Possibilities", section 2: "Some Observations on the Uses of the Database: Numbers of Elected Officials and Pledgers", not every office had a guarantor. In those cases where the pledger is present, we can assume there were ties of friendship or blood between the guarantor (piezo) and office holder (piezato). In addition to Mozzato's analysis, O'Connell has used the pledgers from the database to investigate faction and alliance in ducal elections, identifying a small group of patrician families, the nuove, who allied with the ducal houses in the political realm.2
Notes, Refusals, Cancellations
Moving further to the right, the user will see these results:

[image: Figure J Full Search Results 6: Notes, Refusals, and Cancellations.]Figure JFull Search Results 6: Notes, Refusals, and Cancellations.View AssetAs indicated by both Kohl in the Introduction and Mozzato in "Problems and Possibilities", there are a number of possible reasons why an official would refuse to take an office; there are also a variety of reasons why an official would leave his office before his term was complete. One of the most frustrating things about the SegV records is that the notary in charge of recording elections sometimes indicated this information in the margin or by crossing out an entry and sometimes did not. This inconsistency introduces great uncertainty into the records, as simply the fact that a record was not annotated or crossed out does not indicate that the individual actually held office.
The secretaries who recorded the electoral results sometimes included marginal notes indicating a wide variety of supplemental information about the election or about the office holder. Mozzato's analysis of the marginal notes demonstrates that these fall into two main clusters. The first centers around electoral procedures: a candidate had been elected by the Senate or, more rarely, in the Signoria instead of in the Maggior Consiglio. The second main cluster of marginal notes gives the office holder's reason for refusing or leaving the office: most often he had accepted another office, but illness, travel, and other reasons also took candidates away from office. For further details, see the discussion in Mozzato, "Problems and Possibilities", Table 12.
For an example of how the cancelled field is useful in reconstructing individual careers, see Mozzato, "Problems and Possibilities", Table 7: Official career of Andrea Contarini.
Omissions from the Database and other Initiatives
As Kohl noted in his Introduction, there is much that remains to be done in order to get a full picture of office holding in medieval Venice. The Senate records from the fifteenth century can be exploited for the many elections held there, and the Consiglio di Dieci records can also be used to determine membership and the rotating leadership of the council, the Capi. As Kohl has observed, it is one of the great ironies of Venetian history that the most important councils are the ones most difficult to document in terms of membership. In 2005, when the preface to the original edition was composed, the team was hopeful that we would be able to move forward with data collection and make more additions to the database in the short term, as Kohl outlined in "Members of the Signoria and Collegio, 1332-1524". Circumstances have shown that we were overly optimistic.  As of October 2014 there are no active or ongoing projects to collect more archival data, although it remains a future possibility.
The exponential growth of the digital humanities as an academic discipline over the last decade means that there are now several other digital initiatives related to Venetian history, and we at Rulers are very interested in the progress of these plans. A working group based in Switzerland (EPFL) and Venice has announced an ambitious initiative to use the most up-to-date technologies to digitize the entire Venetian state archive. Frédéric Kaplan, one of the project's leaders, has outlined the project "Venice Time Machine" in a TED Talk.
Rulers ends in 1524; it was originally designed to complement the Patriziato Veneziano or "Segretario alle Voci" (SAV) (1524-1601) database project, one which offers data on office holding for the sixteenth century. This project has been beset with technical difficulties; as Claudia Salmini notes, it is important to remember that the SAV database was begun in the 1980s, before the advent of personal computers, and thus has undergone even more technological change than has been the case with Rulers.
Monique O'Connell, November 2014
Introduction
 by Benjamin G. Kohl
1
 Version 1 of the Database
	To access the database, please click here. 


The first version of our database presents materials concerning elections and office holding in Venice from the three major councils that enjoyed the right to elect members of the Venetian patriciate to office: the Maggior Consiglio (Great Council), the Consiglio dei Rogati (Senate), and the Consiglio dei Dieci (Council of Ten), although the vast majority of ordinary officials were, in fact, elected in the Maggior Consiglio.
The Senate enjoyed the right of electing the numerous ad hoc advisors called savi (Latin: sapiens, pl. sapientes), who typically investigated problems in the overseas dominions, especially the Dalmatian colonies in the trecento, and reported their findings back to the parent body for action. The Senate also elected most ambassadors and commissioners called provveditori (Latin: provisor, pl. provisores), who oversaw armies and fleets in the field and the administration of foreign dominions. From the 1340s the Senate also elected the Savi agli Ordini, a committee of five young nobles who advised the Consiglio dei Rogati on matters of commerce and trade, and sat with the doge, the ducal councillors, and the three Capi della Quarantia (the Signoria) to form a primitive version of the Collegio (Steering Committee) of the Venetian state. By the end of the trecento membership in the Collegio was expanded to include six Savi del Consiglio, elected from and by the Senate, charged with aiding the Signoria in preparing all sorts of legislation for enactment in the Consiglio dei Rogati. After the conquest of mainland Italy, early in the quattrocento, were created the five Savi di Terraferma, who oversaw and prepared legislation on Venice's mainland empire. Thus by the middle years of the quattrocento, the Signoria of the doge, his six ducal consiglieri, and the three Capi della Quarantia joined with the three committees of Savi (agli Ordini, del Consiglio, and di Terraferma) to form the Pien Collegio of twenty-six members, the cabinet of Venice's government.
The Consiglio dei Quaranta (Council of Forty, or Quarantia) enjoyed the narrow prerogative of electing its own three heads, who served for brief terms of two months, and officials who oversaw the Mint and matters of coinage and bullion policy. In the quattrocento the Quarantia, with its development as a criminal and civil court of the second instance, lost even these modest powers, and the formulation of policy governing the Mint came under control of the Senate. During the period discussed here, the Consiglio dei Dieci enjoyed the limited prerogative of electing each month for its membership the three capi (Latin: capita) and its two inquisitores, and, for a longer term, those nobles charged with overseeing public order such as the Capi dei Sestieri (Latin: capita sexteriorum).
2
 Elections in the Maggior Consiglio, 1349-1524
[Intro]
The core of the database is elections to public office in the Maggior Consiglio, as recorded in the first nine registers of the fondo of the Venetian State Archive (Archivio di Stato di Venezia [ASV]) called Segretario alle Voci (SegV), registri universi, serie Antica (see table 1). To this will be added the first volume of the Libri delle Proposte from the same source for the years 1418 to 1423, register 13 in the series. These elections were to three different types of governing bodies: offices of the Venetian state held within the city (the uffici), the four main councils discussed above (the consigli), and governors of the Terraferma and overseas dominions (the reggimenti).

Table 1
 Segretario alle Voci, registri Universi, serie Antica
	Register no.	Years	Carte no.	Original editor(s)
	1	1349-1353	67	Kohl: Elections to uffici, consigli, and reggimenti, with officials listed by date of election (electus)
		1353-1363 (gap of 10 years)		
	2	1362-1367	46	Kohl: Elections to uffici, consigli, and reggimenti, with officials listed by date of election (electus)
		1368-1383 (gap of 15 years)		
	3	1383-1387	47	Kohl: Elections to uffici, consigli, and reggimenti, with officials listed by date of election (electus)
		1387-1437 (gap of 50 years)		
	4	1438-1457	155	Mozzato: Elections to uffici, consigli, and reggimenti, with officials listed by date of election (electus)
	5	1437-1490	47	Kohl: Elections to reggimenti, with officials listed by the date of their entry into office (intravit). Register 5 confirms for the two decades those officials listed as elected to reggimenti in register 4 who actually took office (intravit).
	6	1465-1502	164	Kohl and O'Connell: Elections to uffici and reggimenti, with officials listed by the date of their entry into office (intravit). For the years 1465 to 1490 the data in register 6 often confirm the fact of entry into reggimenti given in register 5.
	7	1491-1524	90	Mozzato: Elections to uffici, with officials listed by the date of their entry into office (intravit). Thus, for the years 1491-1502, the data in register 7 confirm the entry into offices listed in register 6.
	8	1491-1524	133	Mozzato: Elections to reggimenti, with officials by date of election (electus)
	9	1492-1521	34	Mozzato: Elections to consigli, with officials by date of election (electus)


Users should realize that the documentation available in the first nine registers of the Segretario alle Voci raises enormous problems of interpretation and accuracy, which are discussed here under Office Taking, Quality of the Documentation, and Gaps in the Series. Full instructions for navigating and searching the database are provided in the User Guide therein.
Office Taking
Users should note at once that registers 1 to 9 contain data of a radically diverse nature. Registers 1 to 4 and 8 to 9 state only the date that a particular Venetian nobleman was elected to a particular office, with the occasional notation—for example, that the noble refused the office, was dismissed from the office, or died in office. Many nobles listed in these registers as elected never, in fact, entered that office, which can be seen by comparing the names of those listed as elected to reggimenti for the years 1437 to 1459 in register 4 against those actually recorded in register 5 as entering the same office (intravit). This is particularly true of service in the reggimenti overseas, the offices de extra. Further, a comparison of those listed simply as elected (electus) to offices outside Venice against the numerous printed lists of Venetian rectors (podestà, captains, camerlenghi, and castellani for the Stato da Terra; counts, podestà, consuls, camerlenghi, castellani, and baili for the Stato da Mar) show that many never took office. However, those elected to the councils (such as the Quarantia, Pregadi, Dieci, and Zonta) and other offices within Venice (de intus) almost always did take office, although, as we shall see, members of the Senate and Quarantia were often elected to other offices, such as savi, ambassadors, or provveditori, before the end of their terms.
In our database, when registers 5, 6, and 7 show from the source itself that an official took office, this fact is annotated by the word "intravit" in the field after the name of the office. In certain cases, when it can be known for certain the elected official did take office, this field is annotated as "electus: took office." When it can be known for certain the official did not take office, this field is annotated as "electus: did not take office." More notations of this nature will be added in future updates of the database. Beyond checking the names of the overseas officials against published lists, the most reliable indication that a Venetian noble elected to an overseas post did not assume that office is when another Venetian was elected to the same post a week or two later. For example, register 1, f. 33r, lists five men elected to the post of podestà of Capodistria (Potestas Justinopolis) between 3 October 1350 and 8 February 1351. Of these, the first-named, Marco Corner, may have held office until early in 1351, when on 8 January Giovanni Steno was elected to that post. But Andrea Corner was elected podestà of Capodistria on 23 January, Paolo Loredan refused on 27 January, and Niccolò Loredan on 8 February, succeeded in March 1352 by another Venetian as the podestà of Capodistria. Clearly Giovanni Steno, Andrea Corner, and Niccolò Loredan refused to take that office, but no record of these refusals survives in the registers of the Segretario alle Voci. But we know that Andrea Corner was serving as a ducal councillor on 5 May 1351 (K1535) and Paolo Loredan as a savio for Hungarian affairs on 28 April 1351 (K1533). (Citations by Kohl number [e.g., K123] are taken from Kohl, Records of the Venetian Senate.) Neither man, therefore, was serving as podestà of Capodistria that spring, and each, along with Giovanni Steno, has been annotated as "electus: did not take office." In future editions of Rulers of Venice, we will continue to add these annotations where appropriate.
In those numerous cases where the field is annotated only as "electus," or in the even more numerous cases where there is no notation at all, it should be assumed but cannot be proved that the individual took office. Marginal annotations reported in the Notes field to the same records may often clarify the situation. For example, the marginal note "obiit" suggests that the official elected died sometime after his election. When a date of death is some months or years after the date of election, it is probable almost to certainty that the individual had taken office and then died in office.
The type of office also had a considerable impact on the probability of whether the person elected actually took office. Only registers 1, 2, 3, 4, and 9 provide any information on those elected to the consigli of the Venetian state—the Pregadi with its Zonta (the Consiglio dei Dieci and the Consiglio dei Quaranta). Hence, from the sources themselves we have information on their membership only for the years 1349-1353, 1362-1367, 1383-1387, 1438-1457, and 1492-1521. But the lists of names provided are no doubt accurate and complete, as can be confirmed for the Consiglio dei Dieci from its own archives and certain printed sources. In fact, the Consiglio dei Rogati (Senate) served as a reservoir of patrician talent from which many senators were tapped for service in another post after the annual election to that body. The feast of St. Michael the Archangel (29 September) was the date on which members of the Senate and its Zonta, the Dieci and the Quarantia, as well as those elected to posts within the city (de intus) took office. The membership of the Senate itself was set at sixty, but in the trecento often as many as ninety or a hundred men per annum were elected to that body. As people were tapped for service as savi to investigate pressing state issues, ambassadors to foreign powers, or other high offices, their names were canceled from the Senate rolls (usually with a single stroke in a horizontal line), and other nobles added to take their place. The members of the Quarantia were elected twice a year for terms of six months, and took office on the feast of St. Peter (29 June) and on the new year, which in this context was 1 January. The same tapping for high office occurred to a lesser extent in the Dieci and the Quarantia. These cancellations have been annotated in the "crossed out" field with the term "cancelled."
Quality of the Documentation
Users will immediately realize that the data from the three registers surviving from the trecento are much more primitive than the data from the next six registers, which provide information, if with some gaps, on elections and office holding from 1437 to 1524. The trecento registers typically provide only the name and surname of the office holder and his guarantor (plezius), usually without the name of the father, which became standard information in the records of the fifteenth century.
The sons of doges, however, are nearly always distinguished by adding the phrase "domini ducis" in place of the patronymic. For offices such as the ducal council, Dieci, Quarantia, and Rogati, where geographic distribution by sestiere (the basic political subdivision of Venice) was required, the sestiere is usually indicated for most of those elected using letters or a sign—C (Castello), M (San Marco), K (Canareggio), DD (Dorsoduro), P (San Polo), + (Santa Croce).
Occasionally the person is identified by a nickname (e.g., magnus) or honorific (e.g., procurator) or by adding his parish, but the problem of homonyms is acute in the records for the trecento. For example, at least five men named Marco Corner appear in the first three registers, including the Marco Corner who became doge in July 1365. The user should realize that it will not always be possible to distinguish the many Venetian office holders who shared the same surname and Christian name. The situation is much better for the records of the quattrocento, where the father's name is usually given along with honorifics and the word "maior" to separate fathers from sons.
Gaps in the Series
As already noted, there are major gaps in the series caused by the loss of several registers in the distant past, perhaps in the great fire of 1577. Between the origin of the archive in 1349 and the beginning of nearly continuous registration of data in 1437, there are gaps in the documentary records for 1353 to 1362, 1368 to 1383, and 1387 to 1437—seventy-five out of a total eighty-eight years. Monique O'Connell has added the names of many rectors in the Stato da Mar for the period between 1387 and 1437 by combing many older published lists of Venetian governors in the Levant. With the creation of the Terraferma state and the recovery of the Dalmatian colonies in the early quattrocento, many Venetian nobles served as podestà, captains, camerlenghi, and sindici of the cities and towns of northeast Italy and the Adriatic coast. Monique O'Connell and Benjamin Kohl have provided the names of many of these rulers from printed lists developed over the past century (see the bibliography; the lists are also noted by abbreviation and page in the three "Editions" fields). In addition, Kohl has transcribed and analyzed the lists of names proposed for offices as kept by the Segretario alle Voci for the years 1418 to 1423. The Proposte, a mirror image of the Miste, were running notes kept by the Segretario alle Voci to identify which office had become vacant and why, usually providing the name of the official who had left. Often the name of the newly elected official is given along with an annotation as to whether or not he took the office. Names and offices from register 13 will be added to the Rulers of Venice database in the future; as with officials in registers 1 to 5 and 7 to 9, officials elected to office in register 13 will be annotated as "electus" in the Notes field, followed by the reasons for refusing office. The names of known predecessors will be given in the field "in loco." Thus for the five-year period 1418 to 1423, register 13 will provide a detailed record of who left office (especially in the reggimenti), those who were elected to replace them, reasons for refusing to take office, and those who actually entered the office they were elected to fill.
3
 Election of the Doges and Their Committees of Dogal Electors, 1329-1524
The names of newly elected doges are not recorded in the registers of the Segretario alle Voci, although names and dates of election of the doges of Venice can be known from a number of sources. For a complete list, see, most conveniently, Cappelli's frequently reprinted handbook, Cronologia, cronografia e calendario perpetuo (1930, 345-48). The careers and dates of election and deaths of all doges are recorded in the compendious work of Andrea Da Mosto, I dogi di Venezia (1977). Authoritative entries on all doges will eventually be published in Italy's national biographical dictionary, the Dizionario biografico degli Italiani (1960-), which at present has reached the letter L, and thus includes entries on doges with surnames up to Gradenigo. An eventual feature of our database will be to cross-reference the names of doges and other important Venetian statesmen in our period with the relevant entry and the date of death given in the Dizionario biografico degli Italiani.
For the purposes of our database we are listing the names and committees of nomination and election of the twenty-seven doges who were elected from Francesco Dandulo in January 1329 to Andrea Gritti in May 1523. As in the registers from the Segretario alle Voci and other fondi, the quality of the documentation of the dogal elections varies over time. For the first seven of these doges, only the membership of the Committee of XLI ducal electors can be known from nearly contemporary Latin chronicles listed below: a late fourteenth-century work attributed to Pietro Giustinian (Cessi and Bennato 1964), and a semiofficial chronicle of Venetian politics compiled toward the end of the trecento by the cancellier grande of Venice, Raffaino Caresini (1922). In Vite dei dogi Marino Sanudo carefully recorded the composition, with the names given in Venetian dialect, of each Committee of XLI (the final committee that actually elected the doge), which is cited, whenever possible, in the modern critical edition of Angela Caracciolo Aricò (1989-2001). Starting with the election of Marco Corner on 21 July 1365, the membership of all nine committees of electors was given at the appropriate place in the Deliberazioni Miste of the Maggior Consiglio. The membership of these nine committees is included in full in the database for the eighteen doges numbered 8 to 25 (see table 2). Consistent with the principle of having a standard name in Italian for each office, the following have been devised for each of these committees:

	Elettori dogali XXX
	Elettori dogali IX
	Elettori dogali XL
	Elettori dogali XII
	Elettori dogali XXV
	Elettori dogali IX bis
	Elettori dogali XLV
	Elettori dogali XI
	Elettori dogali XLI

As is well known, from the middle of the thirteenth century the election of a new doge of Venice involved the elaborate alternation of committees chosen by lot and election, with the final Committee of XLI required, from 1268 onward, to choose the new doge by a weighted majority of twenty-five votes. The procedure for a dogal election started with the creation of a Committee of XXX chosen by lot from all members of the Maggior Consiglio in attendance. Reduction by lot produced the Committee of IX. The IX then elected the Committee of XL by a majority of seven votes for each candidate. The XL was reduced by lot to XII, which elected another nominating Committee of XXV by a majority of eight votes for each successful candidate. The XXV was reduced by lot to IX, which named a new Committee of XLV by a majority of seven votes. The XLV was reduced by lot to a Committee of XI, which elected the final nominating Committee of XLI by a majority of nine votes. No member of the Committee of XI was permitted to elect himself to the powerful doge-making Committee of XLI. Therefore, those who sought membership on the XLI attempted to avoid election to the XLV, which might result in selection by lot for the dead-end Committee of XI. As the study of this part of the database will show, membership on the final nominating Committee of XLI often included the future doge among its members. In fact, all twelve doges elected from Francesco Foscari in April 1423 to Andrea Gritti in May 1523 had been members of the Committee of XLI. Thus, in the course of the quattrocento the XLI became a sort of college of cardinals, membership in which was an absolute prerequisite for election to the high office that was in its gift.
The membership of all nine committees can be accessed in the Basic Search module either by typing the term "Elettori dogali" in the Office Name field for all twenty-seven elections or by following the "Find" and "Index" instructions for each of the committees. For the electoral committee of an individual doge, go to the Full Search module and Office Held tab, type the name of the doge in question, for example, Francesco Foscari or Agostino Barbarigo, in the field "Doge's Name," or enter "command-I" to select and paste the full index of doges' names.
Table 2
 Dogal elections listed in the database
	Doge	Date of election	Sourcea
	1 Francesco Dandolo	4 January 1329	Giustinian, 216.
	2 Bartolomeo Gradenigo	7 November 1339	Giustinian, 223-24.
	3 Andrea Dandolo	4 January 1343	Giustinian, 225; Caresini, 8-9.
	4 Marino Falier	11 September 1354	Giustinian, 241; Caresini, 10.
	5 Giovanni Gradenigo	21 April 1355	Giustinian, 245-46; Caresini, 11-12.
	6 Giovanni Dolfin	13 August 1356	Giustinian, 249-50; Caresini, 13.
	7 Lorenzo Celsi	16 July 1361	Caresini, 16.
	8 Marco Corner	21 July 1365	All nine committees of nomination and election are listed in Maggior Consiglio, register 20 (Novella), carte 260v-261v; Caresini, 17, for the names of the XLI electors only.
	9 Andrea Contarini	20 January 1368	Maggior Consiglio, register 20 (Novella), carte 288v-291r, all nine committees; Caresini, 59-60, and Sanudo, 668, for the names of the XLI electors only.
	10 Michele Morosini	10 June 1382	Maggior Consiglio, register 20 (Novella), carte 405v-407v, all nine committees; Caresini, 60-61, and Sanudo, 747-48, for the names of the XLI electors only.
	11 Andrea Venier	21 October 1382	Maggior Consiglio, register 20 (Novella), carte 418r-19r, all nine committees; Sanudo, 749, for the names of the XLI electors only.
	12 Michele Steno	9 January 1401	Maggior Consiglio, register 21 (Leona), carte 111r-112v, all nine committees; Sanudo, 785, for the names of the XLI electors only.
	13 Tommaso Mocenigo	7 January 1414	Maggior Consiglio, register 21 (Leona), carte 229v-231r, all nine committees; Sanudo, 886, for the names of the XLI electors only.
	14 Francesco Foscari	23 April 1423	Maggior Consiglio, register 22 (Ursa), carte 46r-50v, all nine committees; Foscari, 1847, all nine committees. Sanudo, 969, for the names of the XLI electors only.
	15 Pasquale Malipiero	30 October 1457	Maggior Consiglio, register 23 (Regina), carte 16r-17v, all nine committees; Sanudo, 1165-66, for the names of the XLI electors only.
	16 Cristoforo Moro	12 May 1462	Maggior Consiglio, register 23 (Regina), carte 38v-41r, all nine committees; Sanudo, 1171, for the names of the XLI electors only.
	17 Nicolò Tron	9 November 1471	Maggior Consiglio, register 23 (Regina), carte 101v-102v, all nine committees; Sanudo, 1195, for the names of the XLI electors only.
	18 Nicolò Marcello	13 August 1473	Maggior Consiglio, register 23 (Regina), carte 122v-123v, all nine committees; Sanudo, 1198-99, for the names of the XLI electors only.
	19 Pietro Mocenigo	14 December 1474	Maggior Consiglio, register 23 (Regina), carte 143v-145v, all nine committees; Sanudo, Dogi, 2-4, for the names of the XLI electors only.
	20 Andrea Vendramin	5 March 1476	Maggior Consiglio, register 23 (Regina), carte 156v-157v, all nine committees; Sanudo, Dogi, 69-70, for the names of the XLI electors only.
	21 Giovanni Mocenigo	18 May 1478	Maggior Consiglio, register 23 (Regina), carte 177v-178v, all nine committees; Sanudo, Dogi, 118-19, for the names of the XLI electors only.
	22 Marco Barbarigo	19 November 1485	Maggior Consiglio, register 24 (Stella), carte 61r-62v, all nine committees; Sanudo, Dogi, 510-11, for the names of the XLI electors only.
	23 Agostino Barbarigo	30 August 1486	Maggior Consiglio, register 24 (Stella), carte 75v-78r, all nine committees; Sanudo, Dogi, 528-29, for the names of the XLI electors only.
	24 Leonardo Loredan	2 October 1501	Maggior Consiglio, register 24 (Stella), carte 186v-188r, all nine committees; Sanudo, Diarii, 4:132-33.
	25 Antonio Grimani	4 July 1521	Maggior Consiglio, register 25 (Deda), carte 177r-187r, all nine committees; Sanudo, Diarii, 30:432-41 and 472-74 lists the names of all nine committees in dialect.
	26 Andrea Gritti	20 May 1523	Maggior Consiglio, register 26 (Diana); Sanudo, Diarii, 34:141-48 and 150-51 lists the names of all nine committees in dialect.

aPrinted sources for dogal elections: Giustinian (Cessi and Bennato 1964); Caresini (Caresini 1922); Sanudo (Sanudo 1733); Sanudo, Dogi (Sanudo 1989-2001); Sanudo, Diarii (Sanudo 1879-1903); Foscari (Foscari 1847).
4
 Elections of the Procuratori di San Marco, 1331-1524
The office of procurator di San Marco was one of the most ancient and important of the Venetian state, second in dignity only to the dogeship itself and dating back to the ninth century. As one of the highest offices it was conferred for life, often on patricians of an advanced age who had a notable record of public service. Over the centuries new rights and dignities were added to this office, so that by the later Middle Ages the office was so prestigious it often became a stepping-stone to the dogeship itself. The procurators were responsible for the upkeep of the Basilica di San Marco and for investment of the legacies left to it. In the High Middle Ages a single procurator held this office, but by 1233 a second procurator was elected to handle the increasing business of the administration of trusts and legacies. By 1266 there were four procurators—two called de supra were to oversee the upkeep of San Marco and act as guardians for minors appointed to their care, and two called de subtus to concentrate on legacies for which they had become fiduciaries. In 1319 a major reform of the Procuraria was approved in the Maggior Consiglio where two new procurators were added to the existing four and a geographic distribution of duties was introduced. Two procurators continued to serve de supra, thus responsible for the church and treasury of San Marco and certain testamentary trusts. Two others were responsible for all estates—past, present, and future—for the three sestieri on the San Marco side of the Grand Canal (de citra), and two for the other three sestieri on the further side (de ultra). The basic administrative structure of three types of procurators lasted to the end of the republic, but owing to the workload one person was added to each division in 1443. Beginning in early 1516, in the financial crisis caused by the Italian Wars of the early cinquecento, the office was in effect sold to ambitious Venetian nobles who pledged large loans or cash gifts in exchange for election in anticipation of the right to succeed when the next procurator died. But this soon led to the creation of three supernumerary procurators who held the post but had no specific duties. The election of three procurators cum oblatione (for a gift), which first occurred in April 1516, was repeated in June 1516 and again in June and July 1522, as the records in the database clearly show. While procurators continued to be elected on merit (per meriti) to fulfill the duties of their office, in the two decades after 1516 the majority were created for cash gifts (per danari).
All the procurators of San Marco were elected for life in the Maggior Consiglio, but only a very spotty record of these elections survives in the archival holdings of the Segretario alle Voci. In order to complete the record of elections to the office of Procuratori di San Marco found in Segretario alle Voci, registers 1 to 5 and 7, names of all Procuratori di San Marco who were elected from 1331 to 1524 have been taken from the following: Flaminius Cornelio (Corner) (1749) lists those who served from 882 to 1750 with those who held office from 1332 to 1525 (329-55); D. S. Chambers (1997) provides the first detailed, accurate, and documented list of procurators who served from 1442 to 1605 (83-88). Because the older work of Flaminius Corner often provides the names of fathers and grandfathers that Chambers's list lacks, reference to both works, cited as Cornelio and Chambers, is given in the Editions fields, in addition to the archival source when notice of the election is given in Segretario alle Voci, registers 1 to 5 and 7. The most nearly complete treatment of the office in the late Middle Ages is Reinhold C. Mueller (1971), on which my description of the office draws freely.
5
 Elections in the Senate, 1332-1400
The Consiglio dei Rogati (the Senate) had the right to elect a number of ad hoc or extraordinary officials (ufficiali straordinarii) who were typically ambassadors, savi, provveditori, and sindici. These officials usually served for a specific limited term or until the task assigned to them in the commission was completed.
These elections in the Senate from 1335 to 1400 are taken, wherever possible, from Kohl, The Records of the Venetian Senate on Disk, 1335-1400 (2001). For registers 15 and 16, which are not included in Kohl's electronic edition, the elections are taken from Cessi and Brunetti (1962). Very recently a team of scholars sponsored by the Istituto Veneto di Scienze, Lettere ed Arti, under the general editorship of Maria Francesca Tiepolo, Dieter Girgensohn, and Gherardo Ortalli, has begun a monumental edition of the first twenty extant registers of the Deliberazioni del Consiglio dei Pregadi, under the title Venezia—Senato, Deliberazioni Miste. Three volumes, which contain complete editions of registers 19 (Leduc 2004), 20 (Girardi 2004a), and 23 (Girardi 2004b), have appeared to date. The information on elections in the Senate from the Istituto Veneto series will continue to be added as new volumes of this invaluable series become available. But as only a small fraction of the Senate elections were included in Kohl's Records, Monique O'Connell has consulted all the original registers of Senato, Deliberazioni Miste for the trecento and added all elections not previously noted in the electronic or print editions. Table 3 is a complete list of the registers that were consulted.

Table 3
 Senato, Deliberazioni Miste, 1332-1400
	Register	Inclusive dates (modern style)	Carte no.	Modern edition
	15	4 March 1332-23 March 1333		
	16	23 March 1333-21 February 1335		
	17	2 March 1335-26 January 1339	120	
	18	11 February 1339-7 March 1340	94	
	19	9 March 1340-20 July 1341	98	Leduc 2004
	20	28 July 1341-14 December 1342	102	Girardi 2004a
	21	13 December 1342 -2 March 1344	93	
	22	2 March 1344-13 April 1345	95	
	23	2 May 1345-7 February 1347	70	Girardi 2004b
	24	20 February 1347-28 February 1349	124	
	25	2 March 1349-28 February 1350	80	
	26	2 March 1350-3 April 1354	131	
	27	3 April 1354-14 June 1357	117	
	28	19 April 1357-26 April 1359	104	
	29	30 April 1359-31 May 1361	124	
	30	31 May 1361-27 April 1363	148	
	31	28 April 1363-10 August 1366	145	
	32	20 July 1366-10 December 1366	106	
	33	6 December 1366-17 March 1372	150	
	34	15 March 1372-26 February 1375	166	
	35	2 March 1375-23 March 1377	165	
	36	1 April 1377-19 September 1381	135	
	37	16 September 1381-27 January 1383	130	
	38	20 January 1383-20 August 1384	160	
	39	2 September 1384-6 October 1385	157	
	40	4 August 1385-14 May 1389	172	
	41	10 May 1389-9 June 1391	143	
	42	10 May 1391-4 May 1394	161	
	43	11 May 1394-29 May 1397	189	
	44	1 June 1397-15 January 1400	146	


Finally, the elections contained in the five surviving registers of Senato, Secreta, for the trecento, as published in Kohl's Records, have been included in the database, with other elections in the original registers also available in the database.

ASV, Senato, Secreta
	Name in Kohl's records	Current collocation in the ASV	Inclusive dates	Carte no.
	Istria	AA	4 April-10 August 1335	24
	A	AB	29 August 1345-24 March 1348	104
	B	BC	27 March 1348-28 February 1351	105
	D	CD	14 May 1376-3 February 1377	44
	E	DE	3 March 1388-30 April 1397	148

6
 Elections in the Consiglio dei Dieci, 1310-1408
Andrea Mozzato has collected the elections, mainly of the three capi and the two inquisitori of the Consiglio dei Dieci, contained in the Deliberazioni Miste of the Council of Ten as they have survived from 1310 to 1408. The first five registers, edited by Ferruccio Zago, have provided the basis for the elections from the Dieci as reported in our database. But, where needed, Mozzato has also consulted the original registers in the Archivio di Stato and, of course, registers 6 and 8.

	• Register 1 (1313-1315) is a mere fragment (Zago 1962).
	• Register 2, carte 1-5v, contains fragments of material from 1316, and carte 86r-159v is continuous from January 1320 to August 1324.
	• Registers 3 and 4 (1325-1335, Zago 1968) are followed by a large gap in the documentation between 1335 and 1348.
	• Register 5 contains the deliberations for 1348 to 1363 (Zago 1993).
	• Register 6 covers 19 April 1363 to 24 June 1374.
	• Register 7, which included deliberations from 1374 and 1392, has been lost since about the middle of the last century, since the series of registers of the Miste is listed as continuous from 1363 to 1525 in Da Mosto's Guida (1977), 1:36.
	• Register 8 contains the deliberations of the Dieci from 15 May 1392 to 28 February 1408.

7
 Data to Be Added in the Short Term
Members of the Signoria and Collegio, 1332-1524
One of the lesser ironies of the habits of record keeping in the chancery of the Venetian state in the later Middle Ages is that the membership of the inner councils of government are often the most difficult to document. As all students of Venetian government know, the doge was early surrounded by a council of six, called the Consiglio Minore or Consiglio Ducale. For its members, the term consiglieri ducali is adopted here. One ducal councillor was elected from each sestiere and served for a term of eight months. The terms were staggered so that three councillors were elected from each of the two halves of Venice: Castello, San Marco, and Canareggio, north of the Grand Canal (de citra), and Dorsoduro, San Polo, and Santa Croce, south (de ultra). For example, on 1 August 1491, the three consiglieri ducali de citra from Castello, San Marco, and Canareggio were elected, while four months later on 1 December 1491, the three consiglieri ducali de ultra were chosen; on 1 August 1492 three consiglieri ducali de citra were elected to replace those from Castello, San Marco, and Canareggio whose terms had expired, and on 1 June 1492, three men from Dorsoduro, San Polo, and Santa Croce were elected as the new consiglieri ducali de ultra. Occasionally a consigliere ducale left office early to accept another important post, such as podestà of a major Terraferma city or membership in the Consiglio dei Dieci. In the early trecento, the six consiglieri ducali were augmented by the three Capi della Quarantia (heads of the Forty) to form the Signoria, Venice's central governing body. The three Capi della Quarantia were elected by lot from the members of the Forty for very short terms of two months each. Thus, as many as eighteen members of the Forty might serve on the Signoria during the year they held office. The records of the Consiglio dei Quaranta are very fragmentary and contain virtually no information on these elections, thus membership in this office must be gleaned from other sources.
The records of the Segretario alle Voci provide the names and terms of the consiglieri ducali in six registers. The trecento volumes do not give the name of the sestiere but provide some information on those elected.

	• Register 1 (19 March 1349-29 January 1353), 63 names.
	• Register 2 (13 March 1362-6 February 1367), 97 names.
	• Register 3 (23 May 1383-16 February 1387), 87 names.
	• Register 4 (1438-12 October 1453) gives 392 names and sestieri of those elected but no indication of which may have actually taken office.
	• Register 6 (6 July 1466-7 October 1470) gives the names and sestieri of 91 consiglieri ducali who held office (intravit).
	• Richest of all, register 7 (1 August 1491-1 February 1525) gives the names and sestieri of 349 men who served (intravit) as consiglieri ducali.

As already noted, the Signoria was eventually augmented by three boards of savi to form the Pien Collegio by the end of the quattrocento. These boards came to include five Savi agli Ordini for matters of commerce, the six Savi del Consiglio who aided the Signoria in preparing legislation for enactment in the Consiglio dei Rogati, and five Savi di Terraferma, who oversaw and prepared legislation after the creation of Venice's mainland empire in the early quattrocento. But as with the election of the three Capi della Quarantia, election to these boards of savi was rarely noted in the surviving records of the Segretario alle Voci, although occasionally elections of the Savi agli Ordini and del Consiglio are given in the records of the Senate.
These large gaps in the record on those who served as consiglieri ducali before the end of the quattrocento, as the three capi of the Quarantia, and on the three boards of savi have to be filled from other sources, where the names of these officials are listed as members of the Collegio who proposed legislation in the Maggior Consiglio, the Senate, and, occasionally, other councils. Hence, while it can be known that certain members of the Signoria and the Collegio were serving on a particular date, it is rarely known when they were elected. When it is known that certain members of the Signoria and Collegio or other office holders were serving on a particular date, but nothing else is known, these are annotated in the Date note field as "mention." When officials appear in the registers as proposing or appearing in legislation, but the date of election is still unknown, these names will be annotated as "proponens."
A principal source for the members of the Collegio is the Deliberazioni Miste of the Maggior Consiglio, of which the following have been analyzed.

	Register no. and name	Inclusive dates	Carte no.
	21 Leona	4 September 1384-18 April 1415	240
	22 Ursa	18 April 1415-19 January 1454	193
	23 Regina	16 March 1455-20 February 1479	197
	24 Stella	1 March 1480-19 February 1502	198
	25 Deda	13 March 1503-24 February 1521	190


The deliberations of the Consiglio dei Rogati (Senate) in the trecento also provide the names of members and offices of the Signoria who proposed legislation on that body's consideration. In the first instance, these names are taken for the hundreds of lists of proponents of bills contained in Kohl's (2001) Records. Registers 15 and 16 of Senato, Miste, are supplemented with the names given in Cessi and Brunetti 1962.
The names of proponents of legislation in the Senate registers 19, 20, and 23 will be added from the recent editions by Leduc (2004) and Girardi (2004a, 2004b). Hence, the lists of names of those who served on the Signoria of Venice are very complete for the trecento. And given the detailed information on proponents of legislation in the Maggior Consiglio, membership of the inner circle of Venice's government is fairly reliable for our entire period.
Elections in the Consiglio dei Quaranta, 1325-1368
The Consiglio dei Quaranta enjoyed the narrow prerogative of electing its own three heads who served for brief terms of two months and officials who oversaw the Mint and matters of coinage and bullion policy. With its development as a criminal and civil court of the second instance, in the quattrocento the Quarantia lost even these modest powers, and the formulation of policy governing the Mint came under control of the Senate. We have entered the elections to office on bullion, monetary policy, and the Mint from the three early surviving registers edited by A. Lombardo (1956). Alan M. Stahl (2000a; 2000b, 407-23) has thoroughly analyzed these same documents, which has greatly facilitated our data entry.
Consiglio dei Quaranta Criminale, Parte Miste.

	• Register 15 (20 September 1342-22 September 1345) (Lombardo 1957)
	• Register 16 (23 July 1347-13 September 1350) (Lombardo 1958)
	• Register 16 (23 January 1353-31 March 1368) (Lombardo 1967, 1-55)
	• Register 16 (6 March 1366-9 October 1370) (Lombardo 1967, 59-246)

8
 Omissions from Version 1 of the Database
Maggior Consiglio
In addition to SegV, Serie Miste, proposte, register 13 (no. antico ex 9), three other registers of Proposte—registers 14, 15, and 16—survive from the quattrocento and will be analyzed in a future version of Rulers of Venice, 1332-1524. The structure of the information given is similar for all four registers. The top of the left column lists elections that need to be held and is annotated "Ad faciendum electionem." On the right column are given the names of those elected to office, entitled "Electores eligant." Also in the left column are laws passed in the Maggior Consiglio that treated changes in office holding or provided pardons (grazie) or permits to individual nobles. This section is entitled "Et ponentur partes que videbuntur gracie et residue."
These three registers of Proposte will provide a valuable check on the material presented in the Universi series; whereas the original series provides information of elections and office taking, the Proposte give data on offices that need to be filled and the data on leaving offices.

	• Proposte, register 14 (1448-1453) will complement Universi, registers 4 (1438-1457) and 5 (1437-1490).
	• Proposte, register 15 (1486-1489) will complement Universi, registers 5 and 6 (1465-1502).
	• Proposte, register 16 (1490-1493) will complement Universi, registers 6, 7 (1491-1524), and 8 (1491-1524).

Senate
Because the data gathering of elections in the Senate has been restricted to the fourteenth century, much remains to be added in reporting elections to those offices—such as savi, ambassadors, provveditori, and sindici—that were the usual province of the Senate. It is hoped that elections recorded in at least some of the following Senate deliberations can be added to a future version of the database:

	• Senato, Deliberazioni Miste, registers 45-60 (1401-1440).
	• Senato, Deliberazioni, Mar, registers 1-11 (1440-1484).
	• Senato, Deliberazioni, Terra, registers 1-13 (1440-1500).
	• Senato, Deliberazioni, Secreti, registers 1-38 (1400-1502).

Council of Forty
Omitted from version 1 are the following unedited registers, which are fragments and perhaps will be available for consultation and analysis in the future.
Consiglio dei Quaranta Criminale, Parti miste
	Register	Inclusive dates
	17	7 November 1375-14 April 1390
	18	2 March 1443-28 May 1451
	19	24 April 1475-23 May 1477
	20	22 October 1489-26 October 1492
	21	2 March 1513-29 July 1514

Council of Ten
Omitted from version 1 are registers 9 to 47 (8 March 1408-25 February 1525) of the Deliberazioni Miste, Consiglio dei Dieci. It is hoped that the elections, especially those of the three capi and two inquisitori of the Dieci, can be added in the not too distant future.
I
 Problems and Possibilities of Constructing a Research Database: The Venetian Case
 by Andrea Mozzato
[Intro]
This chapter has several aims: to present the database Rulers of Venice, 1332-1524, to discuss its creation, and to highlight the possibilities it offers for research in the history of Venice. Currently, the database contains more than seventy thousand records, each representing a single election. About six hundred different uffici, consigli, and reggimenti constituted the Venetian state, and more than nine thousand nobles were elected to these positions. This version of the database now contains the first nine registers of the Segretario alle Voci, including elections to the offices in the Maggior Consiglio and in the Senate.1 The first part of this article analyzes the type of sources used to construct the database, the type of data included in these sources, and the solutions we adopted to organize the data within the database. The second part offers examples of how the database can be used for historical research and some general statistical analysis of the database's content.2
1
 From Register Pages to Electronic Files
Fields of the Database
The registers were originally created by a notary of the ducal chancellery called, from the sixteenth century onwards, the "Segretario alle Voci." The first nine registers of this series, called Misti or Universi, cover a long period from 1340 to 1524 and consist of about 750 folios written front and back.3 The individual elections, which correspond in large part to the individual records in the database4 were called voci because the name of the candidate was proclaimed aloud (stridate) in the principal councils—the Maggior Consiglio, for the most part, but the Senate as well—so that all the councillors were able to hear the name of the candidate elected to office. After the election, on the basis of the documentation produced by other notaries in the council where the offices were assigned, the secretary recorded the names of all the nobles appointed as officers. He also had to allow for the approval (cedulae) of the Avogadori di Comun, where these officials certified that the election was legitimate.5
The database contains a complete set of transcriptions completed to date. At the head of each folio of the registers appears the title of the office (see fig. 1). The appearance of the page varies depending on the amount of information recorded. If the post in question was a seat on a certain council, such as the Senate or Council of Ten, the name of the plezius, or the man responsible in case of embezzlement or bad behavior of the new officer, almost never appears (see fig. 2). On the other hand, for offices and reggimenti, the plezius's name is always recorded, with the exception of register 7.

[image: Figure 1 Register page showing the Giudici di Petizion (Judices Petitionem).]Figure 1Register page showing the Giudici di Petizion (Judices Petitionem).View Asset[image: Figure 2 The Consiglio dei Quaranta, showing numerous cancellations.]Figure 2The Consiglio dei Quaranta, showing numerous cancellations.View AssetThe names of the men elected appear in two columns immediately under the title of the office. The secretary recorded in chronological order the names of the elected officers, assigning a group of pages to each office. After he filled the designated space—for example the pages allotted for the Senate election in the years 1438 to 1440—he would add further elections to the pages at the end of the register. There would therefore be two separate sections of Senate elections in the register, one pre- and one post-1440. To indicate that the list continued in another location, the secretary would insert a note at the end of the page, such as "respice ad cartas" or "volve." Typically, for each office there is the elected official's first and last name, his father's name (sometimes with offices he had held or his honors, e.g., miles or procurator) and more rarely his grandfather's name, the parish, and sometimes the official's previous office. The name of the pledger or guarantor of the office appears to the right of the information about the official. As we will see, there were sometimes multiple pledgers for a single election, depending on the importance of the office. Beside the office-holder entry appear two kinds of marginalia (which refers to all additional annotations in the margin of the registers), the first concerning the dating, the second concerning the man appointed, which reveals whether he declined to accept the office or died after the election, or if there were other irregularities in the electoral procedure.
Each record of the database represents a single voce, or election, with all the associated data. For example, figure 3 shows four voci with final notes.

[image: Figure 3 Four individual voci, or elections, with plezii.]Figure 3Four individual voci, or elections, with plezii.View Asset
We did not choose in this phase of the work to design a relational database because the results would have been very uncertain, given irregularities in the form of the data. Moreover, it is impossible to have an unambiguous codification of all the men present in the registers, a necessary condition for a relational database based on the individual. The problem of homonyms makes the identity of many individual office holders uncertain; for this reason, we preferred to split the data relating to the office holder and to the office into two series of fields, with the original spelling of the words in one series, and normalized or obtained data (e.g., the location of the office) in the second.6 All the individuals who appear—both officers and those standing surety for them—are identified by the following fields:

	1. Office holder's title (e.g., ser, nobilis vir)
	2. Name (first, family)
	3. Family name (surname)
	4. Quondam (we always made it explicit if the father was alive or not)
	5. Name of the father with all the qualifications for both the officer and his father 7

We filed all the other information, for both the elected and his father, in separate fields:

	1. The office holder's parish of residence, which is useful for looking more precisely at an individual, even though there are only 634 cases.
	2. The office holder's sestiere, which is always registered for certain offices, but with differences according to the chronological period. For the trecento, which includes registers 1 to 3, the members of the Senate, the Council of Forty, and the Council of Ten always appear with the name of their sestiere, whereas for the quattrocento this specification no longer appears, except for the Quarantia during the 1490s. It is given only for the office of ducal councillor and offices with police functions over a certain area of the city, such as the Signori di Notte or the Capi dei Sestieri.
	3. The office holder's nickname, present for the greater part of the fourteenth century, which relates to physical characteristics (Iohannes Superantio "el grasso"), to a person's origins (Nicolaus Cornario "de Candida"), to the parish (Ieronimus Donato "de la Magdalena"), or to the profession (Franciscus Balbi "a Bancho").8
	4. Any former office held.
	5. The honorific ("miles," "doctor").
	6. The degree of kinship with other office holders (Marcus Capello frater quondam ser Sclavi) or to the doge himself (Luchas Gradonico domini Ducis = Iohannes).

Our database, created from these registers,9 allows for three separate functions: (1) a basic or assisted data entry in the formation of the query; (2) searching and cross-referencing the normalized and nonnormalized data; and (3) maintaining the original data with all the spelling variants in order to obtain a diplomatic edition, to view a page of the register as it actually appears, and to compare our transcriptions to high-resolution images of the original folios to verify correct or append readings, thus adding to the interactivity of this database. After entering search criteria and performing a find in Basic Search (for example, Signori di Notte for 1443; see fig. 4), click "View Search Results." Ten results from the Segretario Voci, Register 4 appear in a table with sortable columns (fig. 5). Moving the scrollbook to the first record row (Reg. 4, vol. 2v, Calbo Leonardo di Zanotto), and then clicking the "Go to Voci Transcription" button, will bring you to a full transcription of Reg. 4, fol. 2v (fig. 6). Note the full transcription, a thumbnail on the upper left, and a "Print Transcription" button on the upper right. Clicking the thumbnail will create a link to a high-res image of the folio housed at the University of Michigan Library. Clicking "Print Transcription" will print the text only.

[image: Figure 4 Basic Search module.]Figure 4Basic Search module.View Asset[image: Figure 5 Basic Search results.]Figure 5Basic Search results.View Asset[image: Figure 6 Voci transcription page, showing thumbnail link to high-resolution image.]Figure 6Voci transcription page, showing thumbnail link to high-resolution image.View AssetDating Problems
There are more complications regarding the date and the marginalia, which are centrally important pieces of information that are unfortunately presented only irregularly, making it difficult to structure these data in a database. We created two separate field sequences, one containing all the information relating to the date, the other containing all details about the office holder concerned. All this information can be accessed via the Basic or Full Search modules, or in Basic Search or Full Search results. Full Search (fig. 7) can be accessed from the Basic Search module. First, let us turn to the problems concerning dating.

[image: Figure 7 Full Search module, tab 1.]Figure 7Full Search module, tab 1.View AssetAs a general rule, it is only from the beginning of the cinquecento that the registers have detailed and accurate dates. At first sight, the registers of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries seem to be in order by year and month. The day is not always recorded: the notary left the date blank in twelve hundred cases; in others he gave imprecise indications, for instance recording that Gabriele Barbarigo held the office of castellano of Coron "circa principium januarii 1438."10 There were also different kinds of dates to be copied into the registers: the date of the election (remansit electus), of the entrance into office (intravit), or of the end of it (exiit). In the phase called "electio" the special commissions (mani) had to designate the candidates for an office that, during the proba (the regular election in the Maggior Consiglio), the whole Maggior Consiglio voted for or against. According to a 1211 decree of the Maggior Consiglio, the person elected had to accept the office within three days (which later became eight days); the acceptance of the office could take place either in the ducal palace or at the elected official's home in the presence of other officers.11 A 1439 notation in the margin of register 4 proves that the secretary had to be present at the act of accepting the office in front of the Avogador di Comun: "et sic me Petro Nigro presente dictus dominus Iacobus [Nani di Giovanni] acceptavit officium suprascriptum [that is, the officer of Malamocco]."12 During the early modern era the secretary had to keep a book wherein the men elected had to write personally, in the presence of the secretary, their acceptance or refusal of the office.13 There is no evidence that the same procedure also occurred in the Middle Ages, and it remains uncertain if the secretary relied on these books in compiling his registers.
In contrast to the sixteenth century, only one date appears regularly in the first four registers of the Middle Ages, but the notary did not make clear what kind of date is recorded there.14 It seems that registers 1 to 4 and 8 to 9 record the date of election while registers 5 to 7 record the date the officer began his service (intravit) (see table 4). In the case of the councils the date is always that of election, because new councillors always began their service on the same day: the feast of St. Peter (29 June) for the Council of Forty (for a term of six months), and Michaelmas (29 September) for the Senate and the Council of Ten (terms of twelve months). As for the reggimenti and the magistracies in registers 1 to 4 and 8, at first sight (and using the analogy of registers 5 to 7 where the dates are clearly intravit), the date could represent entrance into office. But some cases, like that of Andrea Contarini, whose detailed career is examined later, cause us to question the idea that the dates represent entry into office. Contarini is present in the list of the Provveditori alle Biade on 7 July, but he was very likely a member of the Senate until 28 September, suggesting that the date represents the date of election rather than entrance. In general we can assume that for registers 1 to 4 and 8 all dates are those of election. Only for the period 1438 to 1457 do registers 4 and 5 provide both the date of election and the date of entrance into office.
Another problem exists for the fourth register. A second date appears beside the first, expressed with the words "consilii diei," and these days and months seem to refer to an earlier time (see fig. 8). Very probably the date in register 4 represents the election of the official and not his entry into office.15 The earlier date expressed with the words "consilii diei . . . " probably refers to the election or approval phase, designated by mani, and the second date probably refers to the proba. We recorded these second dates in the Date Notes field. In about a hundred cases this second date lacks the day, month, and year and the notary wrote simply "diei consilii precedentis" ("at the last meeting of the council"). It is difficult to determine this exact date, but taking into account analogies with other cases of the time passed between election and entrance into office, I analyzed about four hundred cases from register 4 in which this second date appears. Based on this analysis, it seems possible that if in fact the main date refers to the proba in the register, on average a new office holder was elected in the Maggior Consiglio eight to ten days after his nomination. There are also borderline cases such as those of Zaccaria Trevisan di Febo and Barnaba Barbaro di Andrea, who were recorded as "Giudici per tutte le curie" three months later, or the case of Giovanni Dandolo di Benedetto, who became "auditore vecchio alle sentenze" after the same time.16 These cases, as we will see, have in the middle decades of the fifteenth century a particular status in register 4, by which one can more easily verify irregularities in the elections and in the registrations of offices.
As for the verifications made by the Avogadori after the election, when the elected official was called "probatus" or "reprobatus," there are only about twenty cases in register 4. They could take place either the day of the election or, at the latest, up to one week later. A case that exemplifies well this difference in dating is that of Matteo Barbaro, elected to the Senate on 26 February 1447, but probatus one week later, 5 March.17 The date of leaving office is never recorded in the registers examined and we could infer it in only nine cases or, as we will see later, in the case of resignation.
Gaps in the Registers
Although the first nine registers cover an extensive temporal arc that begins in the middle of the trecento and continues through the first twenty years of the cinquecento, the registers actually offer a complete list of office holders only from 1437 on: that is, from registers 4 through 9 (see fig. 8).
As table 4 shows, there are large gaps for the fourteenth century and the first decades of the fifteenth century. There is a marked difference between the first three registers of the trecento and those of the quattrocento. As we can see in the table showing the original numbers of the registers, according to Kohl's reconstruction, there were originally eleven registers continuously covering the period 1348 to 1457.
Table 4
 Registers of the Segretario alle Voci, according to Kohl (2001)
	Register no.	Title or content	Type	Years
	Actual	Original			
	1	I	Uffici, reggimenti, and consigli	Election	1349-1353
		II	Uffici, reggimenti, and consigli		1354-1358
		III	Uffici, reggimenti, and consigli		1359-1362
	2	IV	Uffici, reggimenti, and consigli	Election	1362-1367
		V	Uffici, reggimenti, and consigli		1368-1372
		VI	Uffici, reggimenti, and consigli		1373-1378
		VII	Uffici, reggimenti, and consigli		1379-1382
	3	VIII	Uffici, reggimenti, and consigli	Election	1383-1387a
		IX	Uffici, reggimenti, and consigli		1388-1410
		X	Uffici, reggimenti, and consigli		1411-1437
	4	XI	Uffici, reggimenti, and consigli	Election	1438-1457
	5	XII	Reggimenti	Intravit	1437-1490
	6	XIII	Uffici and reggimenti	Intravit	1465-1502
	7		Uffici	Intravit	1491-1524
	8		Reggimenti	Election	1491-1524
	9		Consigli	Election	1492-1521

aThe first three registers do not have the title "Segretario alle Voci," which appears only later.
Even if it is not possible to arrive at definitive answers, it is interesting to look at the question of the missing registers and speculate about the causes of these gaps, especially for the years 1354 to 1369, 1368 to 1382, and, above all, 1388 to 1434. The fires in the ducal palace (1479, 1483, and 1577) always provide a good answer when one speaks about the missing documents, but it is not a sufficient explanation in this case. As Chojnacki has remarked, in the period before the second decade of the fifteenth century the official documentation concerning the aristocracy—and therefore the first registers of the Segretario alle Voci as well—is quite confused and heterogeneous.18 It is necessary to note that these gaps coincide with particularly delicate moments in the constitution of the republic. The loss of the original registers II and III, for example, covers the period 1354 to 1362, the period when, according to Lane (1973), there was a monarchical party that aspired to form a strong doge to challenge the communal structures and the complicated mechanism of councils, the existence of which "was obscured as much as possible."19 The original register VII, which coincides with the dramatic period of the fourth war with Genoa, has also been lost.
These factors, as well as the acquisition and the organization of the new state of Terraferma, could have affected practices of updating and conserving the registers. In 1358 the Maggior Consiglio noted how easy it was for anyone to cancel whatever he wanted (cancellare quem vellet) in the documentation kept in the chancellery, and that the lists of communal debtors were easily disguised by men who were banned from office for being fiscal debtors to the Comune.20 The decree of the Maggior Consiglio of 1367 abolishing the elections of the offices per gratiam and demanding that the electoral procedures be respected demonstrates the irregular condition of the records. In 1408 another decree of the Maggior Consiglio complained about the bad management of the elections because of the reductions in salaries and benefits during the war against Padua.21 Another piece of evidence from the period of the gaps is the decree of 1414 in which the Maggior Consiglio cautioned the chancellors to keep the registers with greater care.22
[image: Figure 8 Annual number of voci, 1340-1523.]Figure 8Annual number of voci, 1340-1523.View AssetBut the poor maintenance of the documentation, accidental or not, lasted until the central decades of the quattrocento and reflected the troubled situation surrounding the elections in the Maggior Consiglio and the electioneering in that period, especially in the 1450s. Two decrees of the Council of Ten from 1459 and 1462 (fig. 8 shows the almost complete absence of registrations for this period) were enacted in order to ensure the secrecy of the documentation and forbade access both to the nobles who were not savi and to the other secretaries.23 It is well known that many nobles avoided unwelcome responsibilities and did not want to take unnecessary risks, especially during wartime when special legislation was in force. It is also known that other nobles tried to organize themselves in order to rig the more sought-after elections, as a circle of young nobles did in 1433.24 Analyzing register 4 of the Segretario alle Voci, I noticed that for the 1450s there were a large number of annotations with which the secretary pointed out that nobody was able to be elected and the offices remained vacant. He wrote in 1449, for instance, that no applicant for the Quarantia got through the proba of the Avogadori di Comun and that "nullus remansit quod memorabile dictum est." Four years later, in 1453, the secretary noted down on the margin of the register, again concerning the election to the Forty, that it was necessary to make another proba in the Maggior Consiglio "propter disordinem allegatum." The Councils of Forty (criminal and civil) were tribunals whose seats were highly desirable to the lesser nobility, either because of the wages the office brought or because of its political clout: as Finlay has said, the members of the Council of Forty represented the interests of the Terra—that is, the "people" of the Maggior Consiglio—before the Primi della Terra—the most powerful patricians—in the Senate.25 Behind these vacant seats we can sense fierce competition that gave rise to a form of electioneering that was not always tolerated during a difficult period of large tax burdens to finance the war against the Sforza and the end of the peace of Lodi.26
Probably the discontent over unwelcome or missed offices did put some pressure on the secretary responsible for creating and maintaining the registers. In 1452 the secretary felt the need to defend himself from possible attacks following a simple error committed when two men of the same name were elected to the office of Visdomino del Fondaco dei Tedeschi. He wrote, "hoc notavi ad declarationem ne diceret quod comissus sit error in scriptura."27
2
 Some Observations on the Uses of the Database
The Number of Offices
According to the classification of offices made by Antonio Muazzo in the 1670s, the magistrati were the offices held by a few men, the collegi and consigli the offices held by many, and the reggimenti the offices outside Venice. This database is a good tool for a study on the evolution of the majority of the offices, as it gives the date of their institution, the period of activity with any changes in the name, the number of positions within each office, and the date the office was abolished.28
Even though the nine registers of the Segretario alle Voci give a good picture of the offices, nevertheless some are still missing or hard to find. Missing are those offices not elected in the Maggior Consiglio or the Senate, such as the Capi dei Dieci—members of the Signoria appointed by the Council of Ten. Other uffici appear only sometimes because of the gaps already noted. The Officium de Navigantibus, for instance, is noted for the first time in 1363, whereas that was the year of its definitive abolition after thirty-two years of intermittent activity.29 In the list of the Savi agli Ordini, one of the three committees of the Senate existing from the first years of the trecento with jurisdiction over navigation, we found only five officers in 1449. And even the more important councils such as the Senate and the Council of Forty are not full in the second half of the fifteenth century. Even less expected is the number of uffici that do not appear in the registers, for instance the Venetian authority in the important colonies in London or Southampton, whereas we do have lists of the consuls in Alexandria and Tana.
The first questions that could be addressed using the database are how many offices at any given time were there in Venice, and how many nobles served in these positions? Notwithstanding new technologies, it is not easy to give a precise answer. First, it is useful to remember the size of the patriciate: that is, the number of rightful claimants to seats in the Maggior Consiglio where the offices were assigned. The numbers range from about 1000 just after the 1297 Serrata30 to 1200-1500 between the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries; Lane has calculated that 28 percent of these were employed in the administration during the quattrocento. According to Sanudo, in 1493 there were 2600 nobles, of whom 50 to 60 percent on average actually participated every Sunday in the council, with as many as 1800 participating in well-attended sessions.31
We divided the offices not according to jurisdiction, but rather into six categories based on geographical criteria: (1) diplomatic missions; (2) assignments related to navigation (e.g., the Captain of the Gulf or of the Flanders galleys); (3) officia de intus—offices held by nobles in the city, but without making a distinction between offices of Rialto and offices of San Marco; (4) consilia de intus—councils with more members, such as the Senate or the Quarantia; (5) uffici and reggimenti de extra divided again into Stato da Mar and (6) Stato da Terra.32 From the name of the office we derived the place and the region in order to be able to make, for example, a search by location separately from the office.
We made a statistical survey based on two variables: the number of uffici and the number of positions available within each office to give the total number of patricians in service (see fig. 9); for instance, the ufficio di Messeteria, the brokerage tax office, had four positions available. Let us examine first the number of posts to be elected and then the number of offices filled.

[image: Figure 9 Number of uffici.]Figure 9Number of uffici.View AssetDuring the quattrocento, especially from 1442 to 1450, there was a discernible increase in the number of both offices and the positions available that resulted, on one hand, from the acquisition of the Terraferma, and on the other from the need to enlarge the possibility of employment for poor nobles who were unable to take part in regular commercial activity.33 An anonymous chronicle of the 1430s reports more than 720 posts, including the offices concerned with navigation.34 Sanudo, at the end of the fifteenth century, speaks of 800 posts and in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries the number rose to 950.35 Recently Zannini has taken up the question again and affirms that before 1405 there were 450 posts36 and during the first four decades of the quattrocento this number rose by 30 percent. According to four sample surveys on the number of nobles employed in public administration, Zannini concludes that these figures would be inconsistent with the general opinion of a steady increase in the number of uffici during the quattrocento and pointed out by the legislation.37
Table 5
 Numbers of patricians holding office
	Year	Number employedde intus	Number employedde extra	Total
	1400	347	87	434
	1437	406	170	576
	1493	514	251	765
	1540	551	195	746

Source: Zannini 1995.
We can match our statistics with those of Zannini (see table 5). Our analysis, although based only on the nine registers of the Segretario alle Voci (which as we have seen is an excellent source but does not include the complete number of offices available), has the advantage of being effectuated not on a calculation a priori of the available posts deduced from the number of the offices in a given year but on the posts actually assigned. In general our calculation confirms essentially Zannini's opinion. The number of posts distributed in figure 9 closely mirrors the number of voci shown in figure 8, with 8.5 percent ruled out because elections were canceled. Using a sample of about forty-five thousand cases, excluding the overlap between registers 4 and 5 (electus and intravit) and the instances of substitution when the first candidate refused or was not seated in the office, for the first half of the fifteenth century we arrived at a figure slightly larger than Zannini's: that is, 700 seats on average per year from 1439 to 1455. But there are two big exceptions: in the trecento, at least in the 1360s and in the middle of the 1380s, the number of 650 to 700 posts assigned would have already been reached. During the thirty-year period 1460 to 1490 the number of posts averaged 450 per year, but this discernible drop doubtless results from the loss of one register that recorded the elections of the Senate, Forty, and Ten with their Zonte. In my opinion, this loss is connected with the bad maintenance of the registers spanning the 1450s and 1460s, which the 1459 and 1462 decrees of the Consiglio dei Dieci demonstrate.38 It is impossible to state definitively, but probably the missing register was called "El texoro de la patria," which the Secretary gave—as we read at the end of register 4—on 31 January 1456 to Filippo Bon, officer of the Rason Vecchie, and perhaps never returned to the secretary's office. Many rectors in this period did not report exactly when they took office, so in 1461 the Senate decreed that in order to enforce the law of contumacia (the prohibition on serving two consecutive terms in office), two copies of these registers should be kept with the elections, the first in the chancellery and the second in the office of the Rason Vecchie.39 It is clear that the law of 1461 repeats a practice already in existence if not regularly observed.40 In this passage from one office to another we might see the cause of the loss of the registers.
As for the type of the offices, for the whole period examined we counted more than 600 offices, of which 140 were de intus (that is, within Venice), and 400 de extra, divided among reggimenti, podestà, captains, ambassadors, and captains of galleys. There were 50 offices relating to navigation and 17 to ambassadorships.41
Table 6
 Number of uffici according to registers 1 to 9, 1340-1524
		Annual averages
	Date range	Different types of ufficia	Number of assigned posts
	1349-1353	103	575
	1362-1367	100	480
	1383-1387	98	550
	1438-1455	172	570
	1465-1500	166	440b
	1501-1524	185	400c

aFor the purposes of the database, each office was assigned its own number: the Senate = 1; Avogadori di Comun = 2; Provveditore alle Biade = 3; etc. The database makes it possible to calculate the offices elected on an annual basis.
bFrom 1456 to 1493 there are no data for the Senato, Quarantia, or Consiglio dei Dieci.
cOffices only partially noted in registers 7 to 9.
In order to have an estimate of the number of offices over a shorter period, we considered the six periods with homogeneous and ongoing data (see table 6).42 The numbers from the second half of the quattrocento, and above all the first twenty years of the cinquecento, are less than they should be because they do not include all the elections that took place in the Senate. In fact, the registers lack many offices present in the later registers of the Segretario alle Voci for the same years (1501-1524).43 Therefore, it is possible to discover the number of different types of offices, which during the quattrocento became an important benefit exclusive to the nobility, much more so than in the trecento.44 The number of different types of offices on average in the trecento, nearly 100, in the quattrocento rose to nearly 170 and reached its maximum point in 1496, with 250. Figure 9 clearly shows this increase in new offices during the republic's territorial expansion on the eve of the war of Cambrai. But one thing should be stressed: notwithstanding the number of inferior offices, during the trecento the number of the offices assigned or posts elected per year, about 500, remained about the same as in the middle quattrocento, contrary to what we might have expected. Moreover, in the last sample period (1470-1490), when there are no consigli in the registers as already mentioned, the number of elections tends to fall by as much as 20 percent.
It is not easy to arrive at definitive conclusions from these data without making the necessary interconnections; the overall impression, however, is that during the entire quattrocento there was actually an increase of the number of uffici, but not as dramatic as previously thought. As Zannini noticed, Venice, even while increasing the number of offices, did not create a mass of useless offices and tried to maintain a constant percentage of patricians employed in public administration.
Cursus Honorum
The database is also appropriate for prosopographical research,45 first of all for constructing the cursus honorum for each level of the nobility present in the database.46 With this tool, turnover in offices can be studied much more easily, as O'Connell recently did for the rulers of Crete,47 in order to discover if career paths were actually fixed, and if so, what those fixed paths were. From the Basic or Advanced Search modules one can also trace the more important careers or the "youth" offices such as the "balestrieri della popa," the "Savi agli Ordini," or judgeships on Crete, already highlighted by scholars. With appropriate analysis, it is possible to identify in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries which offices "had title" (to quote Muazzo) that were necessary as stepping stones to the most important positions.48 The database is useful also for identifying with more precision, on the basis of the secondary offices paid to the minor and worse-off nobility, who were these men taking advantage of state assistance.49
The first use of the database, then, is as a reference tool to check information about a given individual—checking his presence in a given office, or verifying if a man with a noble surname found in other unofficial sources during the quattrocento was actually a noble, because only the nobles were allowed to hold office. Alternately, he might be a nobile di popolo, those left out from the ruling class by the first or "second" Serrata (a definition coined by Chojnacki to describe the process from the 1370s to the 1430s that imposed stricter control over the requisites of nobility in order to distribute offices more fairly) or declassed for any reason to the rank of the cittadini, but who were jealously and proudly conserving the noble surname.50
One of the many examples we can use to trace a career with this database is that of Andrea Contarini, whose career illustrates well some key features of searching the database. Andrea belonged to a part of the nobility involved in different levels of commerce and in textile manufacturing. He began his commercial practice in the earlier quattrocento beside his father, Antonio di Marino, Procurator of San Marco in 1441. Antonio was one of the many merchants who imported to Venice wool cloth from the Terraferma (especially from Brescia51) and who re-exported it to the east, having dyed and refinished it. In Andrea's youth his brothers Nicolò and Marino imported wool from Spain to Venice as well. They were exceptionally wealthy men. Marino, builder of the Ca' d'Oro between 1425 and 1432 (7000 ducats),52 is present in the Senate two consecutive years, 1438 and 1439, and in 1440 his name appears crossed out on the list of the senators. Unfortunately the first registers of the Segretario alle Voci of the first decades of the quattrocento are missing and we cannot verify which path Marino took to get into that council. Unlike Marino, his brother Andrea is clearly present in the database. Probably Andrea left behind the commercial field to go through the stages of a brilliant career, ending up, like his father, Procurator of San Marco, a dignity second in importance only to the office of doge and, like that, for life.53
Table 7
 Official career of Andrea Contarini
	Date of election	Office	Notation
	29 September 1439	Consiglio dei Dieci	
	21 August 1440	Consiglio dei Rogati	
	3 September 1441	Consiglio dei Dieci	
	24 August 1443	Consiglio dei Rogati	
	7 July 1443	Provveditore alle Biade	
	9 August 1444	Consiglio dei Rogati	
	8 August 1445	Consiglio dei Rogati	
	4 September 1446	Consiglio dei Dieci	Canc.
	1 January 1447	Consiglio dei Dieci	Canc.
	21 February 1448	Consiglio dei Rogati	
	29 September 1448	Consiglio dei Rogati	
	1 October 1448	Savi di Terraferma	Per totum mensem marcii proximum
	25 January 1450	Provveditori sopra camere	In scruptinio Rogatorum
	8 February 1450	Consiglieri Ducali	In scruptinio Rogatorum
	24 August 1449	Consiglio dei Rogati	Intravit consiliarius canc.
	10 November 1449	Savi di Terraferma	
	14 December 1450	Savi di Terraferma	Per totum mensem iunii proximum
	8 June 1450	Savi del Consiglio	Per totum mensem iunii proximum
	28 March 1451	Capitano di Verona	
	6 June 1451	Avogadori di Comun	In scruptino Rogatorum
	6 February 1455	Consiglieri Ducali	
	30 September 1454	Zonta	
	25 January 1456	Consiglio dei Dieci	Refutavit cum pena canc.
	30 September 1455	Zonta	
	31 December 1456	Savi del Consiglio	
	31 March 1456	Savi del Consiglio	
	1 October 1457	Savi del Consiglio	
	1 July 1458	Savi del Consiglio	
	31 March 1459	Savi del Consiglio	
	2 April 1465	Procuratori di San Marco di supra	

As figure 10 and table 7 show, from 1439 on Andrea held almost continuously the more important positions of the republic with only a few months of inactivity and, above all, held several offices at the same time. Until 1448 he was almost always present in the Senate. He took part in the Consiglio dei Dieci only once, from September 1442 to September 1443, but afterwards refused that office. He served as Provveditore alle Biade in July 1443, and from September of the same year became a senator as well, holding the two offices together for ten months.

[image: Figure 10 Timeline of Andrea Contarini's career.]Figure 10Timeline of Andrea Contarini's career.View AssetAndrea's cursus honorum became complicated in September-October 1448, when he was elected again to the Senate for one year and at the same time was elected for the first six months as a Savio di Terraferma.54 The most tangled period is from 1449 to the beginning of 1452. He was elected in January 1450 Provveditore sopra camere and, one month later, ducal councillor. Simultaneously, he served as Savio di Terraferma and two months later as Savio del Consiglio as well. He became Savio di Terraferma for a third time from December 1450 and, when that office expired after six months, was elected in June 1451 Avogador di Comun. It is improbable that he went to Verona as captain, an election that took place on 28 March 1451: in the list of the captains of Verona we read immediately afterwards (4 April) Francesco Zorzi as his successor. At this point a doubt arises about the reliability of the voci, because Contarini's election to the captaincy of Verona is not crossed out: how many entries should be crossed out but simply are not? Is this overlapping of offices regular Venetian practice, or is it simply a result of the negligence of the person responsible for updating the election registers? After a period in the ducal council in early 1454 and a year in the Zonta of the Quarantia (meanwhile he again refused "with a fine" a seat in the Consiglio dei Dieci), Contarini was five times, from 1456 to 1459, Savio del Consiglio, or Savio Grande, the most powerful commission in the Collegio. Finally, on 2 April 1465 he became Procurator of San Marco di supra. It is important to stress that in the original records of register 6 no pledger appears, whereas Barbaro in Albori de' patritii veneti reports that Andrea was pledged (fu piezzato) by Troiano Contarini. Andrea died in 1471.55
Numbers of Elected Officials and Pledgers
How many people appear in the database? To simplify, we identified an individual with the patronymic alone, using no other qualifications. The estimate is rough and probably low as I did not include in the calculation the ambiguous cases from the quattrocento. Moreover, we could not consider the name of the grandfather because it did not appear in the registers of the trecento and it appears very rarely in the quattrocento—about 100 out of 45,000 cases. It should be remembered that the obligation to express the patronymic during the elections in the Maggior Consiglio dated only from 1402, when the Council, in full "second Serrata," tried to avoid the problems caused by homonyms, which provoked irregular elections, as in the case of the Visdomino del Fondaco dei Tedeschi in 1452. From register 4 on—that is, in the registers of the quattrocento—there is a more regular and a greater amount of information for each man in comparison with the trecento. The mention of the father's name in the records of registers became at the beginning of the fifteenth century of fundamental importance, to ensure patrician status for admission to the public offices, which became in turn a principle for identifying the status of noble.56 Without the father's name we cannot be certain that two men with the same name and surname are the same person. From 1340 to 1395 we counted in the database more than 2500 nobles, taking into account the uncertain cases arising from different spellings of names (as in Francesco and Franceschino), in addition to the risk of homonymy just mentioned. For the quattrocento, on the other hand, the ambiguous cases caused by the lack of the patronymic amount to nearly 790 of 4712 people found between 1438 and 1490. Ultimately, in answer to the first question, we find in the database more than 7000 people up to the 1490s giving their service to the state as officers or simply as pledgers for their elected relatives, friends, or allies (see Appendix).
Table 8
 The number of guarantees (piezarie), 1340-1490
		Trecento	Quattrocento
		A	B	A	B
	Maximum	37	21	15	19
	Average	2.3	2.3	1.2	1.2
	Number of people	A	Percent	B	Percent	A	Percent	B	Percent
	0	894a	34.7	881b	34.2	2717	57.7	2765	58.7
	1-5	1352	52.5	1347	52.4	1749	37.1	1677	35.6
	6-10	216	8.5	273	10.7	237	5	236	5
	11-20	98	3.8	68	2.7	9	0.2	34	0.7
	More than 21	11	0.5	2	(0.07)	-			
	Total	2571	100	2571	100	4712	100	4712	100

Column A = the number of times a person received a guarantee from a friend or a relative; for example, Natale Abramo received 2 guarantees, from Cristoforo Gabriel di Andrea (1450) and Toma Minoto (1452).
Column B = the number of times a person acted as a guarantor for a friend or relative; for example, Pietro Agadi, who acted as a guarantor twice, for Marco Sanudo (1385) and for Pietro Morosini (1387).
a894 people in the survey did not receive any guarantee from anyone.
b881 people in the survey did not act as a guarantor for anyone.
From our research some points have emerged about those who served as pledgers. The name of the plezius was not always recorded: in register 7 (starting in 1491) it is completely lacking, the result not of changes in the electoral procedure but rather once again of general carelessness in maintaining the register. We tried to understand the criteria for giving and receiving a pledge, but given the volume of cases it is hard to make any generalization. All the same this question is not unimportant and a patient analysis of the database allows one to investigate the bonds between two individuals or the alliances between two groups of people. As in the elections of the Maggior Consiglio, chance would have played a central role—at least when neither the honest nor the dishonest broglio intervened. It was necessary that the state protect itself from possible embezzlements by men who, qualified by birth if not by behavior, could hold office. As the pledger had to answer personally for the conduct of the officer, he had to be sure of the morality of those he supported. In other words, it is natural to think that an individual would not take such a risk for a political enemy or an unreliable person unless he hoped to gain something in return. Analyzing two sample periods with more homogeneous data, namely 1340 to 1395 and 1438 to 1455, we can draw some general inferences.
A comparison of the practice of pledging between the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries shows few differences; if anything, in the quattrocento there was a decrease in the number of times a person received a pledge or stood as guarantor for someone else. During the trecento on average a person gave and received the pledge (piezaria) 2.3 times, whereas in the quattrocento, probably because of the increase in numbers of the nobility, this figure is reduced by half—1.2 times. In the trecento one in every three officers was elected without a pledger, but in the quattrocento this figure rose to one in two. In both periods more than 50 percent of the elected nobles in the database gave and received pledges from one to five times; the minority (5-10 percent) did the same more than ten times. (See also table 8.)
Between guarantor (piezo) and pledged (piezato) there were bonds of friendship or ties of blood.57 The person who found someone as his pledger tended to return the favor, acting in turn as a guarantor of this man or a relative. That suggests that the practice of standing as guarantor for an office was aligned with general rules of behavior among the patriciate—to avoid alienating someone and to repay a favor at the right moment. Although the pledger was not necessarily a relative, from 1490 on the pledger was more likely to be the brother or father of the elected man. Furthermore, a new practice never seen in earlier times emerged: a man could act as his own pledger ("plezius per se ipsimet"), which suggests that the role of pledger was losing its importance in the game of personal alliances.
There was usually no plezius for an election that occurred in the Senate per scrutinium (by scrutiny), as we will see, probably because an election made by the senators had in itself a high degree of surety. Elections of this kind were held for the more important offices, "nelle quali non conviene che si partecipi la sorte," according to Muazzo.58 In 1362, when the secretary recorded the election of Francesco Bembo as ambassador to the Byzantine emperor John V Paleologos, instead of the name of the plezius he jotted down the following words: "Nullus, quia per scruptinium sint electi in Rogatis"; or, also in the case of Francesco when he went four years later with the same mission to the Sultan of Babylon, the secretary wrote "Plezii non sunt positi quia remanserunt per scruptinium." In any case, from the mid-1490s one begins to see cases in which candidates elected by scrutiny in the Senate presented a guarantor when they were nominated for important posts such as bailo of Constantinople, captain general of the sea, duke and captain of Crete, consul of Damascus or Alexandria, or as podestà of one of the principal cities of the Italian mainland.
Finally it should be stressed that some individuals only acted as guarantors and never held office in their own right—for instance Severino Babilonio, Stefano Balbi, Marco Amizo, and Stefano Manolesso during the second half of the trecento, or Antonio Abramo di Nicolò, Giorgio Arimondo di Nicolò, and Taddeo Giustinian di Giustiniano in the middle of the quattrocento. I found no cases where a guarantor succeeded to the same office held by the person to whom he gave the piezaria, but this particular aspect will become clearer on further investigation.
The Senate: Terms of Offices, Number of Members, and Vacant Seats
Terms of office varied from six to forty-eight months, according to political weight: the greater the decision-making power, the shorter the term. For example, the Savi del Collegio, the ducal councillors, and the councillors of the Quarantia remained in office only six months, whereas the Cinque alla Pace stayed for forty-eight months. The term was even longer for the offices in the subject territories. Traditionally, an officer could hold a castellanship for five years. In 1454, an attempt was made to limit all castellani and governors of the Terraferma to terms of two years, but the original custom continued, according to the decrees of the Maggior Consiglio, at least until the end of the century.59 The actual duration of the reggimenti and the magistrature is difficult to establish because we do not have regular data on officers' exits from office, making the calculation more problematic and uncertain. However, the exit date from the councils was always the same (28 September for the Senate and Council of Ten; 28 June for the Council of Forty).
The database, especially the Date fields, might be used not only to establish when a person left office, but also to verify whether he respected the contumacia or instead held multiple offices concurrently. From the thirteenth century on the law on contumacia forbade a man to hold two offices simultaneously even if one post carried no salary (for instance, the captain of a galley could not enter into an overseas reggimento in order to avoid a conflict of interest).60 The legislation on this point—as well as the duration of the period of contumacia—is very complicated, even without the usual gap between the theory of the law and its application.61 In 1432 it was, for instance, forbidden to elect a person to an office with jurisdiction close to the last office he held: a former officer all'argento could not become an officer all'oro.62 However, apart from these relatively simple cases, it is hard to make a distinction between offices that could be kept simultaneously and those requiring the full time of contumacia between terms.63 A thorough analysis of the database might help to answer this unsolved question, using the offices actually held rather than legislation itself as a base.
The Date fields are also useful for checking if the number of the members of the councils or an office was respected or not—that is, it is possible to know how many vacant seats there were. As a case study we consider the Senate, the highest body of the government during the quattrocento, and follow the elections for eighteen years, from 1438 to 1456.64
The Senate was composed of 60 members elected as senators, with additional members allowed to enter via other offices, but with different rights. In all there were 300 members, 230 with the right to vote. As not all the senators actually participated in the meetings (such as Ermolao Barbaro, who in 1484 admitted to having attended only twice during his term) the quorum for elections was set at 60 to 80.65 Each term began on 29 September, the feast of St. Michael, the archangel symbolizing a regular and impartial distribution of the offices among the nobility.66 Elections to the Senate began in the first week of August and lasted until the end of September. This was the most intense period of the Maggior Consiglio wherein the most important seats of the government had to be assigned.67 I noticed that on average fifteen to twenty nobles refused the office before 29 September, whereas only four to five renounced the office after that date. The election for substitute senators always occurred after 29 September; in some cases significantly later, as when eight new senators were elected in June 1442 to serve until that September (see table 9).
Table 9
 Elections to the Senate, 1438-1456, with refusals and substitutions
	Year (29 September-28 September)	Number elected before 30 September	Number of refusals before 30 September	Number of refusals after 30 September	Total refusals	Number of substitutes after 30 September	Total senators	Vacant seats
	1438-1439	60	11	2	13	11	58	2
	1439-1440	61	18		18	5	48	12
	1440-1441	60	20	6	26	13	47	13
	1441-1442	60	17	1	18	12	54	6
	1442-1443	61	20		20	8	49	11
	1443-1444	60	11		11	6	55	5
	1444-1445	57	19	3	22	13	48	12
	1445-1446	59	16	3	19	11	51	9
	1447-1448	60	18		18	14	56	4
	1448-1449	60	24	4	28	15	47	13
	1449-1450	58	22	4	26	28	60	
	1450-1451	54	20	4	24	26	56	4
	1451-1452	60	10	1	11	7	56	4
	1452-1453	60	15	2	17	13	56	4
	1453-1454	60	8		8	8	60	
	1454-1455	60	9		9	6	57	3
	1455-1456	52	14	4	18	16	50	10
								

It is worthwhile emphasizing some facts. Although 60 senators should have been elected every year, this number was not respected before 30 September and still less in the elections that followed during the year. The number of senators followed the law only twice in seventeen years. The number of vacancies averaged between 6 and 7 with a peak of 10 to 13. The actual number of senators varied during the year, fluctuating with the periods for holding new elections. Even if the variations were minimal and did not affect the policy of the Senate as a whole, they do highlight the well-known difference between theory and practice—while also reflecting a situation of intense electioneering.68 As Finlay argued, drawing mainly on diaries as sources, those within the nobility who tried to oppose the powerful patricians—the Primi della Terra in the Senate—used the refusal to elect senators as a political weapon in order to punish their adversaries and bolt the door to the Pregadi, even if temporarily, as we will see directly.69
Not all the senators who renounced their posts were later replaced, perhaps because no suitable candidate was available at the moment—in other words, no one from the inner circle of the most powerful noble houses.70 Certain senators made their presence felt even in the years of their absence: there was no need to replace people who had been senators the previous year and would be elected again the following year. Looking at the number of members after 30 September, not taking into account renunciations preceding 29 September, the council replacement rate per year from 1438 to 1456 is 21 percent. This figure is a bit higher than that calculated by Finlay for the period 1498 to 1524 of 17 percent in the Senate and 30 percent in the Council of Forty,71 which suggests greater mobility in the Senate during the fifteenth century than in the sixteenth. With the database it is possible to investigate the problem in depth.
A few vacant seats may not really have affected government policy, but a vacancy in the customs office or an empty castellanship in the Stato da Mar was much more serious, affecting the efficiency of public service or the maintenance of subject territories.72 Thus refusing those offices involved a serious fine. It would be possible, using the database, to investigate the pattern of such refusals, but we will stay in the Senate for a while.
Trying to enforce the law on contumacia, the Maggior Consiglio in 1450 passed a drastic fiat forbidding reelection to all salaried public offices for a period equal in length to the term of office.73 But contumacia did not apply to senators, who therefore might have been reelected the same year, and that provoked discontent among the nobles left out.74 During the 1670s Antonio Muazzo wrote, "sebbene ogn'anno si ballottano li senatori non perciò si muta il Senato, perché sono elletti sempre gli stessi e la ballottazione è una confirmazione con ottimo oggetto instituita per tener in offizio i soggetti e meritarsi la continuazione della dignità con ben servire la patria."75 In effect, a rapid sort of the database by name is enough to show that in fact some names appear frequently during the eighteen years under discussion: of ninety-seven families, the Morosini, Contarini, Venier, Molin, and Donà clans recur most often (see table 10).
Table 10
 Families represented in the Senate, 1438-1456
	Family name	Number of families	Members per family
	Alberti; Arimondo; Badoer; Baffo; Balastro; Balbi; Barbaro; Barbo; Barozzi; Basadonna; Bocassio; Boldù; Bollani; Calbo; Canal; Capello; Caravello; Civran; Cocco; Darmer; Falier; Foscari; Foscarini; Foscolo; Gabriel; Garzoni; Gradenigo; Grimani; Gussoni; Honoradi; Lando; Lezze; Lion; Lippomano; Lombardo; Longo; Manolesso; Marino; Matono; Mezzo; Miani; Minio; Mocenigo; Mosto; Mula; Nani; Orio; Orso; Paruta; Pasqualigo; Pizzamano; Priuli; Salamon; Sanudo; Storlado; Surian; Tiepolo; Tron; Valier; Vendramin; Viaro; Vitturi; Zaccaria; Zeno.	64	1-4
	Barbarigo; Bembo; Bernardo; Bon; Bragadin; Correr; Dandolo; Diedo; Duodo; Erizzo; Giustinian; Gritti; Malipiero; Memmo; Minoto; Moro; Soranzo; Trevisan; Vallaresso; Zane; Zorzi.	21	5-9
	Corner; Dolfin; Loredan; Marcello; Michiel; Pesaro; Pisani; Querini.	8	10-13
	Contarini; Donà; Molin; Morosini; Venier.	5	15-25
	Total	98	

For at least the middle two decades of the quattrocento, Muazzo's statement seems to have only partial validity: there is a marked turnover of the senators. In the period under examination, only five families appear every year in the Senate, and only eight families more than once every two years. How are the rest of the 456 nobles belonging to other families distributed, those elected during three periods of six years each (1438-1443, 1444-1450, and 1451-1456)? Calculating by individual and not by family, only 11 nobles (2.5 percent) were elected once every two years; 67 (14.7 percent) once almost every three years, 128 (28 percent) from 3 to 4 times in 18 years, whereas 250 (54.8 percent) were elected only once. In the long term, 42 of 456 nobles (9.2 percent) are present in all three periods even if not continuously every year; 35 nobles appear in the first period, 22 only in the second period, and 61 in the third. These figures show that less than one-fifth of the senators held their seats almost permanently, and the others rotated around this group (see table 11).
Table 11
 Senators appearing most frequently in the Senate, 1438-1456
	Senator	Number of times elected
		1438-1443	1444-1450	1451-1456	1438-1456
	Dolfin Vittore	1	1	1	3
	Morosini Giovanni di Pietro	1	1	1	3
	Vitturi Matteo di Bulgaro	1	1	1	3
	Barbo Giovanni di Paolo	1	1	2	4
	Diedo Domenico di Giovanni	2	1	1	4
	Duodo Arsenio di Pietro	1	1	2	4
	Foscolo Andrea di Nicolò	2	1	1	4
	Gussoni Andrea di Iacopo	1	1	2	4
	Lezze, da Luca di Donato	2	1	1	4
	Lion Giovanni di Nicolò	1	2	1	4
	Marcello Andrea di Vittore	1	2	1	4
	Memmo Nicolò	1	2	1	4
	Zane Marco di Andrea	2	1	1	4
	Alberti Giovanni	1	1	3	5
	Foscarini Lorenzo di Giovanni	2	1	2	5
	Valier Marino di Bertuccio	2	2	1	5
	Duodo Vittore di Pietro	2	1	2	5
	Marino Carlo di Rosso	1	3	1	5
	Contarini Antonio di Luca	1	2	2	5
	Canal, da Nicolò di Vito	2	3	1	6
	Barbarigo Girolamo di Francesco	2	4	1	7
	Barbaro Donato di Andrea	1	3	3	7
	Bernardo Paolo di Francesco	4	2	1	7
	Foscarini Antonio di Ludovico	1	4	2	7
	Giustinian Orsato di Donato	2	4	1	7
	Honoradi Lorenzo di Antonio	3	3	1	7
	Malipiero Giovanni di Perozio	4	1	2	7
	Minoto Toma di Pietro	2	3	2	7
	Vendramin Andrea di Bartolomeo	3	2	2	7
	Zane Francesco di Nicolò	4	1	2	7
	Zorzi Francesco di Paolo	2	3	2	7
	Duodo Leone di Pietro	3	3	1	7
	Memmo Giovanni di Tribuno	5	1	1	7
	Bon Francesco	1	5	2	8
	Donà Francesco di Natale	4	3	1	8
	Lippomano Marino	2	4	2	8
	Loredan Lorenzo di Lorenzo	3	4	1	8
	Pasqualigo Orio di Marco	5	1	2	8
	Vendramin Luca di Bartolomeo	4	3	1	8
	Zorzi Marino di Lorenzo	1	4	3	8
	Pesaro, da Antonio di Andrea	3	4	3	10
	Pesaro, da Ludovico di Carosio	3	4	3	10

The database can also be used to investigate the degree to which families respected the limits on the number of relatives who could hold seats in the Senate simultaneously: from 1279 on the limit was set at three.76 Looking at the most famous and largest clans (those most likely to infringe the rule), the Morosini and the Contarini, it is clear that the limit was strictly respected; when four or more with the same surname are elected, we found in the registers of the Segretario alle Voci one or more of them crossed out.77
Ineligibility and Refusals
The marginalia are important for extracting as much information as possible from the database apart from the names of the officer and office. They address the procedure or other information about the election (such as the number of mani), the behavior of the officer, whether he was eligible, and so on. For death, dismissal, incompatibility, contumacia, election to another office, or other grounds (e.g., being condemned or being in debt to the Comune), several elected nobles were recorded in the registers but afterwards excluded from office and substituted for. As we often read in the decrees of the Senate and the Maggior Consiglio, the electoral procedures were not always held in an orderly way.78 For example, in 1445 and in 1447, the Segretario alle Voci jotted down at the end of the register that the elections were canceled because of disorders in the Maggior Consiglio and a good 540 councillors arrived late.79 In 1449 Iacopo Malipiero di Dario was armed in the Maggior Consiglio during his election; on that occasion he was not elected and perhaps because of that behavior his election to the Quarantia was annulled in 1451—the record in register 4 is crossed out without any explanation. Other reasons for records to be crossed out relate to the limit allowing no more than three members per family in the Senate. The name of the substitute is not always given, but when it is, we recorded it in a separate field when the source reports the expression "in loco" or "in loco de."
Queller (1986), using the decrees enacted by the Maggior Consiglio and the Senate, has listed in detail the reasons by which a noble could not hold an office, either for his own refusal or because he lacked the necessary qualifications.80 I searched the database for all such cases and made an initial estimate.
Table 12
 Marginalia, registers 1-6
	Category	Marginalia	Number of cases
	Electoral procedures	Elected per scrutinium in the Senate	491
		Elected per scrutinium in the Signoria	32
	Ineligibility	Unknown reason (non probatus)	49
		Non probavit etatem	4
		Non probavit ad tempus o non venit ad tempus	29
		Contumacia not respected	20
		Fiscal debtor	17
	Refusal	Accepting another office	584
		Illness	13
		After the acceptance (resignations)	191
		Travel or staying abroad	72
		Expulsions per puncta	86
		Expulsions for other reasons	4
		With fine	237

As table 12 shows, I assembled the data from the Notes field (Notes tab in Full Search) into three clusters: electoral procedure, ineligibility, and refusal. The procedure of electio and proba could also take place in the Senate when it, rather than the Maggior Consiglio, began to distribute some offices—even if the peculiarity of the elections in the latter was the scrutinium. All senators designated the candidates to elect by a majority.81 In particular cases—when for example an office was vacant following the death of an officer and had to be assigned again as soon as possible—the scrutiny might also take place in the Signoria, which was formed by six ducal councillors and by three Capi della Quarantia. Such was the case after the death of Troilo Bredani in 1448; in his place the Signoria elected Giovanni Soranzo as a substitute in the office of the public steelyard and weighers.82
Into the category of the ineligible men I collected the reasons by which a person was not elected.83 It is not clear if the expression "non probatus" means the simple failure of the voting in the Maggior Consiglio during the proba, or more probably the candidate was ineligible or did not prove his eligibility to the Avogadori di Comun, who wrote the bollette after the test.84 The case occurs in only forty-nine records. One of the common reasons by which someone could not hold an office was contumacia. In sixteen cases "non probavit tempus" most likely means that the candidate was not able to prove when exactly he left the same office he wished to reenter. Only in four cases does the word "contumax" appear. In another set of records the expression "non probatus" means the noble was too young "non probavit etatem." The decree of 1384 of the Maggior Consiglio tried to avoid, during the so-called second Serrata, assigning important offices to unsuitable men.85 The earliest record in the database of a name crossed out because of age is in 1451; other similar cases are concentrated in the 1450s.
The expressions "non probavit in tempus" and "non venit ad tempus" introduce another uncertainty. They probably refer to cases in which someone was excluded because the period provided for by law for accepting the office had expired. That could happen either because the person elected was actually abroad, or because he pretended to be absent from Venice (and, as Queller showed, in most cases was hidden in Murano or in other locations of the Terraferma), in order to avoid accepting an unwanted office.86 There are twenty-nine such cases.
As is well known, factions or political parties were absolutely not tolerated, as it was believed they would endanger the integrity of the state. The government was very careful that family ties or bonds created in exclusive clubs or during private events such as marriages or baptisms did not represent a risk to the correct functioning of politics.87 There was no restriction on family ties among the members of the electoral commissions (mani), but those who were related to the candidates had to leave the council hall during the voting.88 The registers have only one instance in which the election is crossed out because of a family tie: in 1451 Zaccaria Barbaro di Francesco was elected treasurer of the Patria of Friuli, but because he was related (probably on his mother's side) to Iacopo Loredan, who likely participated in his election, the election was canceled.
Using the registers it is hard to uncover either any irregularities in the electoral procedures or the plots behind them. Nevertheless some hints do peek through the annotations of the marginalia, for instance when a noble was elected twice to the same office in the Maggior Consiglio, most likely because of irregular procedures during the first proba. That happened during the elections for the Avvocati per Tutte le Curie, an office sought after by poor nobles because it offered a means of subsistence. For example, in 1454 Antonio Contarini di Stefano, Carlo da Molin di Giovanni, and Pietro Dandolo di Marco were probati (elected) in the Maggior Consiglio before 22 September and, after the cancellation of the election, again on 20 October. Maybe there were irregularities on 22 September because da Molin was not confirmed in the second election. Records demonstrating more evident irregularity during the office are those marked with the phrase "expulsus de offitio." Francesco Zorzi di Giovanni, elected to the Ternaria on 24 August 1453, was substituted the same day of the election by Giovanni Bondumier. In 1454 Andrea Venier and Giorgio Memo replaced two other ducal councillors, Bernardo Michiel and Giovanni Memo "qui expellebantur." All the same, these expulsions were very few—only four, one for a condemnation.
I analyzed the cases of refusal by subdividing them according to whether or not they involved a fine. With the verbs refutare, recusare, or renunciare, the notary indicated either refusal before entering the office or resignation after acceptance, even if in practice there was a substantial difference. There were many decrees and laws regulating which offices could be refused either before or after the election in order to accept another one without incurring a fine. As Queller reports, many preferred to pay than to accept an office, either because the office was undesirable or because the promised illegal recompense was higher than the fine.89 It is difficult to distinguish refusals that incurred a fine from those that did not because as usual the legislation is chaotic and changed frequently. Therefore, if the marginalia did not specify "without fine" or offer other legitimate justifications such as illness, I considered the simple expression "refutavit" as a refusal with fine, which occurred quite often (237 records in an earlier version of the database). These refusals increase in frequency in register 6. It is possible to differentiate resignations from refusals before entering office—beside the refusal annotation often appears another date, but it is not certain when a blank indicates an actual resignation and not refusal with a fine before acceptance. Only in the records regarding councils, as in the case of the Senate analyzed above, is it possible to separate resignations from refusals, but for most of the offices such a calculation would be more problematic. Computing the difference between the dates of refusal and acceptance, I verified only 191 resignations and 136 refusals from 1340 to 1490 (I omitted the councils and allowed for certain cases).
Illness and old age were grounds for resignation that did not provoke any fine: from 1443 on thirteen nobles declined to accept an office because of ill health; from 1448 on there are 229 cases of death. The most common reason for resigning without a fine (584 cases) was acceptance of another office.90 It could happen that a noble already in an office was elected again, or that during a single election two different offices were assigned to the same person. For instance in 1453 Giovanni Iacopo Tiepolo accepted the office of Castellano di Montebello, but refused shortly thereafter, having accepted the office of castellano and state treasurer of Arbe; in 1441 the name of Nicolò Lion di Giovanni was crossed out as Avogador di Comun because he was already an official at the Camera degli Imprestiti.91
A relatively frequent reason for refusal that would not have provoked a fine was for being or traveling abroad: "refutavi pro eundo extra" or "extra quia transivit confinem."92 As commercial activity was the principal source of profit for Venice—and in particular for a number of Venetian nobles—refusing an office was justified provided that the person who declined actually went abroad. The legislation stipulated a stay of two months and a departure within two weeks of the election. Obviously these terms varied continuously (if in vain) in order to discourage nobles who avoided public responsibility using these pretexts. The database contains seventy-two cases beginning in 1440.
From the middle of the thirteenth century on, individuals with problems with the tax office—perhaps they had not paid the forced loans—could not hold office.93 However, this expedient was used as a trick to avoid being elected, and many nobles declared themselves fiscal debtors for small amounts of money. In 1401 the Maggior Consiglio decided that debts no longer represented grounds for ineligibility but, as usual, the fiat was not observed. We have seen above that in the 1450s a copy of the officer list was kept by the Rason Vecchie, a fiscal office, probably to check the fiscal position of those elected. There are seventeen cases of fiscal debtors refusing or being ejected from office in the database.
A similar stratagem was frequent absenteeism in order to force expulsion from office. The working day of all Venetian officials was strictly controlled in order to fight absenteeism and inefficiency in public service. The ringing of the bells of the Rialto and San Marco regulated the working hours of noble officials, cittadini employers, and artisans of the popolo alike. In 1394 the Ufficiali alle Rason Vecchie had the job of recording all infringements,94 and in 1406 the appuntadori (of course present in the database), one responsible for San Marco and the other for Rialto, were created to do just that.95 After a certain number of absences (puncti) the official lost his office. The registers of the Segretario alle Voci show eighty-six expulsions (factus extra per punctos), cases that appear quite late, starting only in 1453.96 This fact could be explained not so much by an increase in the laziness of Venetians, but by a changed sensibility regarding the need to record as much data as possible concerning the office—similar to refusals for illness or the officer's death. As the fifteenth century wore on, the offices became more and more valuable—a benefit, a means of survival—and so well-detailed registers were a good way to manage them.97
From this examination of the marginalia recorded in the Notes field, we can draw two conclusions. The first regards the already mentioned changed sensibility in keeping the registers from the trecento (registers 1-3) to the quattrocento (registers 4-6), the last becoming much more detailed: only three annotations explaining crossed-out records appear in registers 1 to 3. The second observation concerns the behavior of nobles with respect to the rights and duties of holding an office. Apart from the cases of excused refusals, in all we count 720 cases of renunciation with fine, expulsion, exclusion, and so on, all grounds that would have damaged the administration of the res publica. This figure represents only 3 percent of nearly 21,000 elections that took place between 1438 and 1490. Far be it from me to re-propose, just after the recent "reconsiderations" of the history of Venice,98 a mythic vision in which nobles were moved by an altruistic spirit for the republic's well-being, but if these registers are reliable, the low percentage scales down the idea of a nobility inclined to evade public responsibility as some scholars have stressed.99
In conclusion, I believe it is not necessary to reaffirm the fact that Governanti di Venezia, the database that provides for Venice computerized resources similar to those already dedicated to Florentine history,100 is a real mine of information; it represents an important research instrument not only for the history of Venice but also for the history of political culture and of the urban elites of the Italian Renaissance. With the computerization of the registers of the Segretario alle Voci from the late medieval period it is possible to deepen our knowledge of the problems and themes of traditional historiography, which we can now investigate using new methods.
Appendix
 Number of Officials Elected Annually, 1349-1523
	1349:  596	1448:  520	1478:  325	1508:  399
	1350:  698	1449:  587	1479:  337	1509:  432
	1351:  551	1450:  636	1480:  324	1510:  426
	1352:  688	1451:  661	1481:  304	1511:  398
	1353:  344	1452:  498	1482:  331	1512:  389
	—	1453:  566	1483:  321	1513:  397
	1362:  532	1454:  564	1484:  340	1514:  387
	1363:  546	1455:  568	1485:  372	1515:  384
	1364:  560	1456:  74	1486:  385	1516:  459
	1365:  520	1457:  53	1487:  345	1517:  343
	1366:  573	1458:  49	1488:  371	1518:  365
	1367:  171	1459:  48	1489:  357	1519:  424
	—	1460:  33	1490:  392	1520:  402
	1383:  558	1461:  42	1491:  453	1521:  423
	1384:  520	1462:  75	1492:  673	1522:  317
	1385:  523	1463:  39	1493:  790	1523:  255
	1386:  550	1464:  85	1494:  858	
	1387:  605	1465:  165	1495:  791	
	—	1466:  322	1496:  798	
	1437:  20	1467:  339	1497:  667	
	1438:  615	1468:  358	1498:  657	
	1439:  535	1469:  340	1499:  702	
	1440:  505	1470:  371	1500:  687	
	1441:  530	1471:  338	1501:  724	
	1442:  582	1472:  334	1502:  669	
	1443:  581	1473:  304	1503:  361	
	1444:  586	1474:  294	1504:  347	
	1445:  586	1475:  317	1505:  380	
	1446:  525	1476:  327	1506:  363	
	1447:  657	1477:  277	1507:  375	
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 Venetian Elections and Their Registration: The Historical and Archival Context of the Office of the Segretario alle Voci
 by Claudia Salmini, translated by Benjamin G. Kohl
[Intro]
The image of the Segretario alle Voci is still an obscure one in the panorama of studies on Renaissance Venice. This paper is intended to illustrate the first results of an ongoing project by giving some account of the historical and archival context of the sources used both here in Rulers of Venice (1332-1524) and in an older project, the Patriziato Veneziano or SAV (1524-1601), undertaken many years ago. Both projects rely on documentation produced by the office of the Segretario alle Voci, and thus the history and development of this office is closely linked to the form and organization of the source material.
The ducal chancery had one notary, the Segretario alle Voci, responsible for recording the distribution of offices, which were awarded at the regular meetings of the principal councils, usually the Maggior Consiglio and the Senate, and less frequently in early modern times by the Consiglio dei Dieci. By the end of the fifteenth century about a thousand men were required to fill the hundreds of offices, some held by only one person at a time, some held by several people at the same time, and others in more collective institutions such as the Senate or the Collegio.1 It is still not clear precisely when the office of the Segretario alle Voci was formalized or its duties carried out in the ducal chancery.2 But one can observe that in other medieval Italian communes, such as Florence, Lucca, Genoa, and Arezzo, there emerged in the first decades of the trecento a similar office that remains otherwise undefined in our understanding of electoral procedures.3
In Venice the electoral system, which lacked definite procedural norms until the first decades of the fourteenth century, used differing forms of regulations, which became more precise over the course of the next two centuries. From the beginning of the third decade of the cinquecento the mechanisms came to be defined in a very detailed manner that lasted until the fall of the republic in 1797. In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries only a few small adjustments were required by changes in the political and demographic situations. The electoral activity of the Maggior Consiglio is attested at least from 1264—that is, from the period in which the membership of the council was itself elected for an annual term of office. But fragments of sources now lost show that already in 1261 an official register of names existed.4 In 1277 the existence of an "officium electoriae" is mentioned,5 and materials concerning the offices, including deliberations on electoral matters, were transcribed in a Libro delle proposte de Gran consiglio that still existed in the cinquecento but has since been lost. The elections, which in former times followed different procedures (e.g., per rodolum), were already noted as superseded in 1288.6 The second half of the duecento was a time of continual transformation: numerous legislative acts indicate that the definition of electoral mechanisms was still in a state of flux. More than fifty deliberations (parti) that took place between 1253 and 1299 were collected four centuries later in the Compilatore delle leggi under the title "De vocibus et earum proclamatione" and specifically "De sortitione aureorum votorum, scrutiniis et suffragiis ferendis."
Already in this period one can find terms typical of the Venetian electoral system, such as voces, texerae, and manus, which are discussed later. It is significant that when a rigorous selection of laws was made in the first half of the eighteenth century for another important official collection of legislation, the fifty-some deliberations from the late thirteenth century are not included in any form. The list opens with a law enacted by the Maggior Consiglio on 29 July 1305.7
The difficulty of reconstructing a clear and complete picture of Venetian legislation in matters of elections is due not only to the multiplication of procedures that have accumulated and overlapped over the years, decades, and centuries, so that it is hard to have a clear understanding of what law has been substituted for another, what has fallen into disuse, and what is still valid even after some length of time. In contrast to almost all other offices of the republic, the Segretario alle Voci lacks a source such as a capitolare—that is, a codex containing an official collection of laws in force, approved on a certain date, and read publicly on specific occasions.8 Added to this difficulty of the sources, there is also a gap in the bibliography. On Venetian electoral mechanisms there are no detailed, specialized monographs such as exist for several other Italian cities, principally Florence. This absence of detailed analyses and of a careful reconstruction made projects such as this database, Rulers of Venice, or the use of the Segretario alle Voci in the Patriziato Veneziano project, especially precious sources for testing hypotheses concerning strategies of power, following a kind of reverse reasoning.
1
 Responsibilities of the Segretario alle Voci
The Venetian system provided for complex procedures that guaranteed the regular and systematic filling of offices assigned to the various magistracies of the republic. The offices were divided into three categories: internal offices held in the city (de intus), those of the Terraferma and the Stato da Mar (de extra), and those for conducting diplomacy in foreign lands (de foris). The Maggior Consiglio controlled more than 80 percent of these elections and reserved a definite time for them at its very crowded meetings. Election to public office in Venice entailed complex procedures that cannot always be reconstructed easily or with precision as to details.
Various elements and factors needed to be considered during these elections in order that they be both regulated in a formal way and consistent at the level of political selection:

	• The age of entering and taking part in the Maggior Consiglio, and thus of voting.
	• The age of eligibility for election, which varied according to importance and type of office.
	• The precise individuation of candidates and those elected to office, which specified, beyond name and surname, the name of the father, and eventually the grandfather, in order to reduce ambiguity in the case of homonyms, which were not at all unusual in the Venetian context.
	• The precise individuation, with similar specification, of the surety (plezius) who was responsible for any financial risks associated with the office and for filling the office if the principal became ineligible.
	• The typical electoral method of the post, whether the candidate was selected by two or four nominating committees (mani), by scrutiny in the Senate, by lot (tessere), or by ballot; and its term expressed in months.
	• Whether the candidate had regularly concluded a period of contumacia, that is, the time determined for each office during which a candidate could not be reelected to the same post, a period that varied according to the length of the term.
	• The segretario was to check on candidates belonging to the same family, defined in its most extended sense: usually no more than two men could be elected from the same family.
	• To avoid problems of a personal nature: conflict of interest was regulated both in regard to property or commercial activity, and in regard to parallel ties of members of a family to the Holy See.
	• The segretario was to check that candidates had not taken orders—that is, were not members of the clergy.
	• To prevent the creation of cliques in the administration of territories subject to Venice, rules prescribed the exclusion of those already elected to offices in a certain area from electing other officials to the same area (for example, the consiglieri of Cyprus were not able to participate in the election of luogotenente of that island).
	• To ensure eligibility for certain different posts, so that one person might be able to fulfill different functions at the same time.
	• To ensure the required compatibility for certain major posts that were sensitive or time-consuming.
	• To ensure the election of new officials before the term of the incumbents expired in order to guarantee an orderly transition and timely substitution.
	• To take account of cases of "riserva del luogo"; that is, the right to maintain the validity of an election (by permitting a delay in the effective taking of an office) and of noting the date of "luogo restituito" or the true time of taking the office.
	• To take account of and check that the elected officials were able to respect the time required to take up their office in distant places and to note any extensions required for this purpose.
	• To arrange new elections in the numerous cases in which the man left his office before the end of the regular term. This could occur because of refusal to serve (which could happen at once, but also after several months), because of election to another post, or on account of bad health, advanced age, or death. There were other cases of incompatibility that emerged after the time of elections, such as close kinship, conflict of interest, and the like.
	• To take account of the relative importance of offices, not only in respect of age or personal experience, but also for political importance as it related to the internal power relations in the patriciate, in which those nominated were distinguished by their patrimony, status, and tradition of holding power.
	• To keep in mind the importance of ancient standards that were no longer in use, as in the case of the Consiglieri di Venezia, who were classified among the regimina, not among the internal offices of the city.

Also tied to the position of Segretario alle Voci was another function of great significance to the history of art and of miniatures and that has been, I think, scarcely studied. These are the commissioni—the instructions in which the Senate detailed the tasks with which the newly elected representative of the state was charged. The commissioni were copied and bound as a small volume so that each official would be able to carry with him the official text and specific requirements of that office. After 1606 the Segretario alle Voci was expressly charged with making a copy of the text to be conserved in the Cancellaria Secreta from "quelli di detta cancelleria che si contenteranno di farle," and with checking that two copies were exactly identical. For the service of checking and storing these documents the Segretario alle Voci was to receive two lire for each commissione. This figure, multiplied by the number of commissioni issued by the Senate, must have increased enormously the already heavy duties of that office, but it also constituted an economic resource of notable size. In fact, this income was not simply greater than the annual salary, it doubled it. Excluding the councils and certain other offices, and taking account of the many posts that lasted more than one year, a reasonable estimate would be an annual output of about 350 commissioni, bringing in more than 100 ducats per annum. Although the Segretario alle Voci sometimes entrusted the task to others, it was not rare throughout the cinquecento for him to make the copy personally. This indicates that before the copying of these texts was officially required, it had already become one of the tasks of the Segretario. As valuable codices studied for their artistic merit, the commissioni are conserved in archives and libraries throughout the world, acquired or donated because of their deluxe bindings or sometimes for their miniatures, which were often painted by well-known artists. These facts perhaps challenge the traditional opinion that we are dealing exclusively with words of a private character, produced at private expense to enhance a person's prestige or as portraits. These works have been studied for their aesthetic value, but it seems these are official and public texts, produced in the chancery at the expense of the Venetian government. This interpretation is confirmed by sources on the commissions of the Procuratori di San Marco, whose treasury also provided payment to miniaturists.9 However, a full analysis of the historical and institutional character of the commissioni remains to be written.
When we take account of all these tasks it becomes apparent that the office of Segretario alle Voci required labors of enormous proportions. Today it is not possible to conceive just how the Segretario was able to carry out his duties all those centuries ago. It seems probable that to keep track of the dense web of requirements and overlapping relations, the Segretario made use of synthetic lists in the form of aide-mémoire, sometimes found as jottings in the last pages of many registers. Certain other information (length of term, number of men per office, modality of election) was probably kept for each office. It seems probable that the notary (who astonishingly served alone for many centuries) in charge of such delicate, complex, and onerous duties had to be endowed with particular personal qualities of physical stamina, retentive memory, and presence. He had to shout, in fact almost scream, in his strongest voice the election results so that all who were present in the enormous Sala del Maggior Consiglio could hear. This was evidently a salient feature of his job, as the very name of the office, Segretario alle Voci, is synonymous with elezioni. It sometimes happened that the segretario, like the other notaries in the Venetian chancery, lost the use of his right hand, a kind of professional disease caused by writing continuously for days, months, and years what added up to an impressive number of pages. It was more than probable that each segretario sought solutions and shortcuts through certain mnemonic devices that cannot be reconstructed from any given written source. But without such devices it would have been difficult to pick out from a tangle of laws the various enactments that regulated the tortured electoral material. Every segretario had to demonstrate real depth of character to be worthy of the enormous responsibilities entrusted to him. But above all he had to enjoy the complete confidence and general esteem of the cancellier grande, because his moral and professional trustworthiness was the best guarantee of the correctness of his distribution of the various offices. While trustworthiness was not necessarily an explicit part of requirements for holding the office, the extraordinary flourishing of rules developed to deal with what is called broglio—the continuous attempt by part of the Venetian patriciate to get around the electoral laws to reach agreement on certain candidates and to control the results of specific proposals—makes it clear a Segretario alle Voci had to be trustworthy. The very term of office for this post—the segretario and the cancellier grande were the only officials elected for life—underlined the need to make this particular notary independent from external influences. At the same time it reflected the high degree of specialization that the office required. The annual salary (about 80 ducats), though not particularly low, is also not among the most generous when one considers the extensive duties of the office. But together with other benefits granted for life, and income from the sale of copies of the commissioni, the total compensation becomes quite significant.
2
 The Office of the Segretario alle Voci
Toward the middle of the quattrocento there was a gradual process of progressive specialization in the way in which the registration of elections was assigned to a notary. As late as 1437 such notaries were still defined generically as "the chancellor or that notary who will carry out this office" (el Cancellier over quel noder serà in tal façenda).10 A recurrent theme in the legislation of the period was the difficulty in guaranteeing the regular succession of Venetian officials to overseas posts (reggimenti) at the risk of weakening these distant posts when it came to filling and strengthening the Venetian dominion on the Terraferma and Stato da Mar. Many candidates "asked their friends and kinsmen not to elect them to these offices" (procura cum suo amiçi e parenti che non se faça). As a result, the incumbent rectors were not able to leave their posts at the expiration of their terms of office; "they couldn't leave, since their successor didn't arrive" (non se può partir se'l so cambio non va).
Less than two decades later the problem reappeared, and in 1455 the Maggior Consiglio ruled that regular elections for the nearest rectors had to be held three months before the expiration of their terms, four months for the officials in Dalmatia and the Adriatic dominions (the Golfo), and five months for the most distant regimina, those beyond the Gulf (Colfo in là).11 Abuse was so widespread that penalties were particularly severe, not only for those who refused the post or delayed their departure to take up the office, but also for those bodies that granted exceptions and for the secretaries charged with registering the names of those elected. In order to guarantee the effectiveness of these new provisions the Maggior Consiglio became involved; it ordered the Collegio to elect "a notary of the Chancery who would be charged with making sure that the overseas posts were filled" (uno nodaro della Cancellaria el qual sia deputado a tegnir i conti del compir dei Rezimenti). And so that this task could be overseen in the most efficient manner, it established that the notary "would not have any other duties, nor would he be placed under another official."12 On 20 July 1455 the Collegio appointed the first segretario who was exclusively assigned to recording elections, Ludovicus de Rosa, or Alvise Ruosa, but his biography remains very obscure.13
In 1490 the repeated refusal of nobles to accept election to city and overseas offices had become so widespread that grand confusion resulted. The recurrent practices of requesting exceptions, refusing to take office, and delaying departures had reached alarming dimensions. Fines were increased fivefold, but even this drastic measure could not resolve the problem.14 Similar solutions were again proposed in 1516 and yet again in 1530. In July of the next year, laws to ensure that the offices were filled were again enacted.15 To control this terrible corruption (pessima corruptella) the Segretario alle Voci was required to "keep a separate book in which he was to have those who accepted or rejected the offices to which they were elected write their names in their own hand at the correct date, together with the applicable statutes" (tenir uno libro separato, sopra il qual el faci scriver a cadauno di sua mano al tempo debito et statuito per le leze la refudason over accettation di quel offitio al qual sarà sta eletto).16 Thus they were ordered: "Write with your hand that you accept this post, in the name of the Lord God, of the Virgin Mary, and of Jesus Christ, and we will see if you will still have the courage to deny your oath of office."
The dogeships of Lorenzo Loredan (1501-1521), Antonio Grimani (1521-1523), and Andrea Gritti (1523-1538) were years of decisive transformation in Venice, in the areas of statutes and ordinances and of urban spaces; they also encompassed the chancellorships of Gianpietro Stella and Andrea Franceschi.
The creation of the Libri d'oro delle nascite (1506) and Matrimoni (1526), kept by the Avogadori di Comun, was part of a profound attempt to reform and renew Venice's entire system of government. The Libri dealt with qualifications and proof of age for entering the Maggior Consiglio, thus the segretario was closely involved in the complex system of elections that were at the heart of the Venetian state. Among many measures taken to define better the mechanisms and procedures in very different areas was the creation in 1517 of the censori, charged with discovering and punishing electoral fraud. Only four years later this magistracy was forced to suspend its elections, but it was reestablished and made permanent in 1524. At the same time, Doge Andrea Gritti attempted without success to reform the method for electing the cancellier grande after the death of Gianpietro Stella in 1523. It would be easy to add to this list of comparable measures taken in those years. But following the chaotic situation in the second half of the fifteenth and early years of the sixteenth centuries, it was between 1522 and 1525 the office of Segretario alle Voci assumed its precise definition. From the earlier hazy picture a much clearer image of the office emerges, with fuller information on names, personal relations, anecdotes, and careers.17 Among the first of these faithful secretaries of the republic was Piero Bressan, who served against the Turks in the armada under the future doge, Capitano General da Mar Antonio Grimani. He also served as secretary on embassies to Germany, Spain, and Ferrara; at the siege of Padua; and at Verona and Brescia as secretary to Andrea Gritti, when he was taken prisoner by the French. After the siege of Pavia, Bressan was sent to Milan with the peace treaty that was (as he said) "written in cipher in my own hand," undergoing, during three trips between Venice and Milan, the risk of himself being taken prisoner. He risked death in the sieges of Cremona and Verona and during several sea voyages. And as the originator of several of the most exacting major tasks undertaken in the Cancelleria, Bressan emerges as one of the most talented and important agents in the various projects of reform in the era. To him was due the reordering and redaction of the splendid index of Pacta. As a contemporary document puts it: "An age buried in the deepest and long-lasting shadows has now, after many centuries, been brought for the first time to light."18 He undertook many similar tasks of copying major collections of documents. Bressan had assumed the office of Segretario alle Voci in 1522, and during his short term undertook the delicate task of putting in order secret registers that had been composed many years earlier. "I will not pass over the labors and duties undertaken by me in the office of the Voci di Gran Consiglio, which was found at that time in great disarray, and so I did this work as can witness all the wealthy nobility who saw and experienced my faithful service"19 and recognized the grand chancellor's "intolerabili labore."20 In these years there was enormous turnover in the office. Lunardo Sanson took over on 25 November 1522, only to be replaced four months later by Pietro Grasolario, who had already been involved in the office, probably because of Sanson's poor health.21 Already in July 1522 Grasolario had been ordered to draw up "a book of the surnames and names and offices of everyone who up to now has been deputed in our offices, and likewise those 'spectative,' thus by 'deposito' as in other ways, so that one can see that when one of these offices will become open one can elect a certain person to it according to the due order."22
Grasolario's career is similar to that of Bressan and he had the same high levels of responsibility. From 1499 to 1512 he participated actively in several military campaigns, serving two provveditori generali, Cristoforo Moro and the future doge Andrea Gritti. One cannot help but imagine that these wars, battles, dangers, and adventures, which threw together citizens and nobles alike, created strong personal bonds formed from conditions of personal knowledge, trust, and friendship.23 We can certainly hypothesize that the impetus to reform, to that renovatio that has been praised by historians, was due to individual connections such as these.
It is not easy to discover the more private and personal aspects of this ambience, such as participation in the new humanistic circles. There must have been very little free time for Grasolario and other members of the Venetian chancery to follow such interests: as is well known, the workload of the Serenissima made it rather difficult to dedicate oneself to such studies or to compose literary works.24 But the very fact that a poet such as Palladio Sorano died in Grasolario's house would seem to indicate cultural interests and connections outside the Venetian bureaucracy. Sorano was one of the most beloved disciples of the humanist Pomponio Leto, "doctissimo in humanità et in far versi latini," who was buried by the poet, "dressed in his confraternity gown, crowned with a laurel wreath on his head and surrounded by books."25
The newly defined office of Segretario alle Voci had a close relation with the cancellier grande in meetings of the Maggior Consiglio. Here it happened that he was even challenged when he read out names in a loud voice in renga, because he could not be heard in the distant parts of the chamber. Marino Sanudo has sometimes recorded these episodes in his Diarii, emphasizing that all the shouting sometimes made the notary hoarse.26 The segretario sometimes met with resistance, as when in September 1525 he made a request that he be allowed to attend the Senate's system of electoral registration. His entrance into the Senate was opposed, and the first vote on the matter in the Council of Ten did not obtain the needed majority. The next week, Doge Gritti himself asked for a new vote, this time with a favorable result. And one of his last reforms was a major reorganization of elections in the Maggior Consiglio: "The last election reforms of the most excellent Maggior Consiglio, created, with my great labors, that form and order that today the most excellent Signorie observe."27 Perhaps not all appreciated the fact that a man who enjoyed the proven support of the doge and the cancellier grande would be guaranteed more control and make it more difficult to compromise the rules of the established system. At Grasolario's death, early in January 1531, the cancellier grande Andrea Franceschi noted his achievement and how he had carried out the mandate: "The redaction of regimes, offices and councils that at this time were created and those elected in both the Maggior Consiglio and in the Senate, and also of the sureties and pledges at the time of elections, of the entry and terms of each magistrate, both in Venice and abroad, in all the Venetian dominion, as can be seen in the registers themselves."28
Andrea Franceschi consigned to his successor Angelo Sanson "all books and documents, keys and a room," from which a separate archive was born. Here began that system of uniform electoral registrations that lasted almost unchanged, with only a few minor adjustments, until the fall of the republic in 1797.
3
 The Archive of the Segretario alle Voci, 1349-1797
The Office
As already noted, the Segretario alle Voci was a notary of the ducal chancery, charged with overseeing all aspects of elections to public office. He had to announce in a loud voice the office that was to be filled; keep a register of the elections held in the Maggior Consiglio and the Senate, with the expiration of terms and date of their renewal; and ensure the fulfillment of the conditions required by law (as they affected age, kinship, required rotation, and accepting the post) and preserve the relative official documentation. His term was for life.
The Fondo
The archive preserves the documents directly produced by the Segretario alle Voci from about 1525, the time of the precise definition of the office, until the end of the republic. Documents relating to these same functions as they developed in the Venetian chancery in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries and in the first two decades of the cinquecento have been added to this main series, at an unknown time in the perhaps distant past. The documents for the twelfth and thirteenth centuries are lost, and those for the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries are full of gaps. These were the registers Universi or Misti and Libri propostarum Maioris Consilii (the Proposte), which were housed first in the archive of the Maggior Consiglio, and after 1401 preserved in the Cancellaria Secreta.
The very nature of Venice's electoral activity required the continual growth of data originating from new organs of administration—the Magistrato alla Sanità, in charge of certification of deaths, which were to be communicated in a timely fashion to the Segretario alle Voci; the Avogaria di Comun, which attested the accuracy of ages; and the Serenissima Signoria.
Because of their similar content, various types of sources were placed in this fondo at different times, even though they were not directly produced by the notary who served as the Segretario alle Voci. This is the case with several almost identical registers of the Universi of the seventeenth century, which, by law, had to be produced in two or three copies and kept in different offices. Analogously, the registers of the Grazie della Barbarella were probably redacted in the office of the Avogaria di Comun and then consigned to the Segretario alle Voci to check for the ages of young Venetian patricians chosen by lot on the feast of Santa Barbara to enter the Maggior Consiglio before reaching the legal age of twenty-five. Even in this instance the series shows both gaps and duplications. Some registers, probably from judicial offices, have been aggregated to this fondo because of their resemblance to these texts. Somewhat different are the three Nuovi libri d'oro dei patrizi viventi (1625-1796), instituted by the Signoria to correct the frequent cases of disorder and confusion in maintaining the legal organization of the Venetian patriciate, a recurrent theme from the thirteenth century to the fall of the republic. During meetings of the Maggior Consiglio these registers had, by law, to be placed at the foot of the chairs occupied by the Signoria, where they could be readily consulted for proofs of age—instances of official sources being entrusted to the Segretario alle Voci to guarantee their proper preservation and also to ensure that the appropriate functions were carried out.
Describing this fondo, which is really not very large, proved, however, to be a complex task, dealing as it does with the distribution of public offices, a function that was from the beginning of strategic importance to the Venetian state. Despite this importance, there has never been a specific monograph of the elections in the Serenissima, a lacuna that has often created uncertainties, second thoughts, and perplexities in preparing the inventory of the fondo.
The Series of the Segretario alle Voci
The twelve registers described in this basic source (ASV, SegV, registers 1-12) seem to be copies surviving from several series that are today mainly lost or mutilated. The first three (1349-1353, 1362-1367, 1383-1387), with their gaps in chronology (see table 1), are the oldest, and then after another gap of fifty years comes the fourth (1438-1457), all bearing the denomination "libri universi." The term denotes the all-encompassing character of the registrations, which treat the public officers (officiales) elected to head the offices at San Marco and Rialto, judges (iudices) of different courts, and rectors (rectores), Venetian representatives who governed the Terraferma and overseas possessions. After several attempts, a new system of registration evolved that was at first parallel to the preexisting system and eventually substituted for it. This system separated the names of those elected in the Maggior Consiglio from those elected by the Senate or Council of Ten.
The term "universi" is attested in the chronicles and in the ancient inventories of the ducal chancery and was used until the end of the nineteenth century. In the course of the last century, it was abandoned and the term "misti" was adopted instead, probably by analogy with the same term that was used for deliberations of the Senate and the Council of Ten.
Different sources confirm the existence of the first "liber universus," since lost, which contained lists of elections in the Maggior Consiglio from 1261 to 1295. First there is a codex in the Marciana entitled "Storia documentata del governo di Venezia dalle origini al 1296," which was probably redacted by a member of the chancery or a Venetian magistrate who collected documents and diaries on Venetian history written before the end of the thirteenth century.29 The original register probably disappeared at the beginning of the nineteenth century, when the archivist Jacopo Chiodo edited copies of inventories from earlier periods at the same time that the State archives began to be housed in the Frari. In one of these copies the thirteenth-century volume is indicated as still extant, but it disappeared after the later version was made. We cannot be certain if the disappearance occurred at the time of the Restoration or in the preceding tumultuous Napoleonic period—it is not clear if Chiodo used earlier lists and inventories, or if he worked directly from the surviving documents with some occasional checking. The term "universus" is still attested in the usages of the chancery in the first half of the seventeenth century, when it appears on a folio written in the hand of the ducal notary, Marc'Antonio Padavin, inserted in Antico register 2.
During the course of the quattrocento, Venetian territorial expansion and the consequent growth in the number of offices needed to govern this large state are attested by the creation of registers dedicated to listing only regimina. A deliberation of the Maggior Consiglio from 14 September 1437 seems to document this new system of recording the elections of rectores, which is attested by its own register (5, 1437-1490). In 1491 a new system of listing was introduced that was destined to last for three decades. Three distinct registers were created to record the elections of consilia, officia, and regimina. Besides these innovations, the result of chancery practices that were becoming ever more complex, different copies of registers were created that listed the date of entry (intravit) into an office rather than election to it (electus). The work of reordering and relabeling the series when it was assigned the new title Misti in the middle of the last century also led to the fusion of the Universi registers through a system of progressive numeration with the series of "libri electionum et partium" or Proposte of the Maggior Consiglio. The consolidation of the two series resulted from the external similarity of the documents, and also presumably from the similar function that the registers of Proposte had in the work of the chancery, but it was not undertaken because of a reorganization of the fondo and the creation of an inventory. An analysis of the old shelf marks, sometimes with gaps, sometime with duplicates, seems to suggest that the registers were not assigned these shelf marks by a single official working in the chancery, but rather that the marks had been assigned at different times as various copies were created for various reasons, and certainly not as the result of an archivist's decision.
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 The Project of an Electronic Database "Segretario alle Voci" (SAV)
The SAV database promoted by the Ufficio Centrale Bene Archivistici, which originated in the Archivio di Stato di Venezia in March 1980, used sources that are analogous to those used in our database Rulers of Venice but cover a later period. This earlier database is limited to the sixteenth century—the first six registers of Elezioni in Maggior Consiglio and the first seven registers of Elezioni in Pregadi [Senate], for a total of more than forty thousand records.30 These registers were the product of an attempt made in the years 1526 to 1531 to improve and rationalize the system of registry of elections, a system that remained virtually unchanged for the next 270 years. The structure of the data in the two sources meant that although the two database projects coincide in large measure, they are also slightly different.31 The specific characteristics and methodology of the earlier project have had a positive effect on the development of Rulers of Venice, and thus a brief history of the earlier project is useful in understanding the database presented here.
Without going into great detail, it is worth remembering that the earlier project began before personal computers were even invented, and thus had to be carried out on a rather primitive machine (3742 IBM). Data management was carried out in Rome at the Centro di Calcolo of IBM Italia, according to complicated modalities that required the exchange of diskettes, etc., by mail. The data were first ordered according to the sequence in the original registers, and only later were they entered on the system STAIRS run by what was at that time a powerful IBM computer, using information-retrieval software that allowed word-by-word search. Such research was, however, hindered by the absence of a modem hookup between the Archivio di Stato di Venezia and the Centro di Calcolo in Rome. Moreover, because the data were physically entered in two different STAIRS databases, one for the Maggior Consiglio and one for the Senate, it was not possible to follow simultaneously the career of a single person through the elections held in the two most important institutions of the republic, even if the structure of the data had been conceived from the outset to ensure integration among the different sources used in the larger project Patriziato Veneziano.
Because of the very high costs involved, in 1987 the contract with IBM for the management and maintenance of the database was not renewed. But at the beginning of the 1990s it was possible to again work on the project thanks to the collaboration of the Scuola Normale Superiore in Pisa, and with its help we succeeded in resolving some notable technical difficulties.32 I was able to put in place a second version of the application "SAV di CDS/ISIS" for personal computers, which was less dependent on the original system and more responsive to the potentialities of ISIS. Once we were able to make the transition from the old to the new software, we were able to begin correcting the data. Some imprecisions remain, such as small differences in the rendering of proper names and in the notes, and apparent double elections in the same records, but these do not affect the quality of the information in any important way. For several years now there has been available in the Sala di Studio at the Frari archives a first partial printed list of those elected to public office that allows one to follow the cursus honorum of individual members of the Venetian patriciate. When the whole information system of the Istituto is activated the complete database will be available on the Web.33
Appendix
Segretario alle Voci (SAV)
 The Database
Database
	Editorial responsibility	Victor Crescenzi (1980-1987)
Claudia Salmini (1987-)

	Organization of the data	M. Dal Borgo, A. Sambo (1980-1983)
E. Zolli (1980-1985)
C. Salmini, A. Schiavon (1980-1987)

	Data entry	Angela Ghezzo (1980-1981), Catia Mazzariol (1980-1986), Manuela Pietosi, Marilena Bonato, Antonella Chinellato

	Data transfer	Umberto Parrini, Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa
Giuseppe Romano, CNUCE, Pisa

	Programmer in CDS/ISIS	Claudia Salmini


Segretario alle Voci, Elezioni in Maggior Consiglio, Registri
	Register no.	Dates	Editor(s)
	1	1524-1541	Claudia Salmini
	2	1541-1553	Alessandra Sambo
	3	1553-1563	Alessandra Schiavon
	4	1561-1571	Elena Zolli
	5	1569-1578	Michela Dal Borgo
	7	1586-1595	M. Dal Borgo, C. Salmini, A. Sambo, A. Schiavon, E. Zolli
	[6]	1579-1585	[Has been missing since the beginning of the nineteenth century.]

Segretario alle Voci, Elezioni in Senato, Registri
	Register no.	Dates	Editor(s)
	"A"	1503-1529	Claudia Salmini
	1	1531-1534	Elena Zolli
	2	1554-1559	Alessandra Schiavon
	3	1559-1568	Alessandra Schiavon
	4	1568-1578	Claudia Salmini
	5	1578-1588	Elena Zolli
	6	1588-1601	E. Zolli, A. Schiavon

The following information is intended to serve both as a key to the meaning of the codes in the SAV project, which will eventually be available on the Web, and as a point of comparison with the Rulers of Venice project, to demonstrate how the earlier project team dealt with similar problems of an archival nature.
In the SAV database, the codes used to input data are formed on the following basis:
C01001C02
C   The first letter indicates the series: C = Maggior Consiglio, P = Pregadi or Senate.
01   The second and third digits indicate the number of the register, as follows:

Elections in the Maggior Consiglio

	C01 (1524-1541)
	C02 (1541-1553)
	C03 (1553-1563)
	C04 (1561-1571)
	C05 (1569-1578)
	[register 6 missing]
	C07 (1586-1595)

Elections in the Senate

	P0A (1503-1529)
	P01 (1531-1534)
	P02 (1554-1559)
	P03 (1559-1568)
	P04 (1568-1578)
	P05 (1578-1588)
	P06 (1588-1601)

001   The next three numbers indicate the folio, following the penciled numbers. In the fields where it was necessary to furnish the carte number, the older numeration is always signalled in parentheses.
C02   The final combination of letter and digits gives the position within the page:

	A = the left side
	B = the right side
	C = the information is between or on the edges of the page
	02 indicates the progressive numeration within the column on each side of the page. Generally, this information follows a pattern of 2s: the first entry usually carries the number 2, the second 4, and so on.

Segretario alle Voci
 Complete List of Registers
In order to help users understand the way the entire archive of the SegV fits together, and to offer an easily accessible inventory of the fondo, a complete list of registers is found below. Those used in the Rulers of Venice project are also listed in table 1 and table 4.
	Registri Universi, serie Antica
	Elections to uffici, consigli, and reggimenti (1349-1459), registers 1-4
	Elections to reggimenti. Registered by date of entry into office (1437-1490), register 5
	Elections to uffici and reggimenti. Registered by date of entry into office (1465-1502), register 6
	Elections to uffici. Registered by date of entry into office (1491-1524), register 7
	Elections to reggimenti (1491-1524), register 8
	Elections to consigli (1492-1521), register 9
	Elections to uffici (1521-1556), registers 10-11
	Elections to consigli (1550-1573), register 12
	Registri Universi, serie Moderna (1637-1708), registers 1-8
	Libri delle Proposte, serie Antica (1418-1493), registers 1-4
	Libri delle Proposte, serie Moderna (1549-1797), registers 1-16
	Elections in the Maggior Consiglio. Registri (1524-1797), registers 1-33
	Elections in the Maggior Consiglio. Filze (1670-1797), filze 1-19
	Libri degli Scrutini, and delle Elezioni del Senato (1503-1558), registers 1-2
	Elections in the Senate. Registri (1531-1797), registers 1-26
	Elections in the Senate. Filze (1685-1797), filze 1-21
	Accettazioni (1540-1797), registers 1-14

	Elections to Consigli
	Elections to the Senate, and to the Zonta of the Senate (1582-1796), registers 1-2
	Elections to the Senate, to the Zonta of the Senate, to the Quarantia Civil Nuova, and to other uffici (1618-1629), register 1
	Elections to the Quarantia Civil Nuova (1542-1797), registers 1-2
	Elections to the Consiglio dei Dieci (1569-1597), registers 1-2 [the series continues in Consiglio dei dieci, Miscellanea codici, registers 60-68 (1597-1797)]
	Elections to the Collegio dei XX Savi del corpo dei Quarantia (1585-1678), register 1
	Letters "consegna," 1775-1797, registers 1-18
	Decreti (1260-1797), filze 1-10
	Fedi (1709-1791), filze 1-4

	Registri della Barbarella
	Registri della Barbarella (1509-1797), registers 1-4
	Nuovi libri d'oro dei patrizi viventi (1625-1796), registers 5-7
	Registri di grazie della Barbarella from other archives (1534-1654), registers 8-10
	Registro dei "plezi" per la grazia della Barbarella (1552-1796), register 11
	Registro delle ballottazioni in Collegio per essere ammessi alla grazia del giorno di Santa Barbara (1741-1797), register 1

	Registri Diversi
	Giuramenti dei rettori di osservanza delle leggi suntuarie (1609-1637), register 1
	Giuramenti dei Procuratori di San Marco (1612-1795), register 1
	Note di patrizi defunti (1688-1768), filza 1
	Cacciati, 1789, register 1
	Elenco dei depositi degli usciti dalle cariche, sec. XVIII, register 1

III
 Class History: Officials of the Venetian State, 1380-1420
 by Monique O'Connell
[Intro]
Prosopography, the study of a class or group of people through collective biography, has its roots in genealogy, something that flowered in the Middle Ages and persists to the modern era.1 In his 1971 article on the method and practice of prosopography, Lawrence Stone drew a distinction between those who used collective biographies to answer larger historical questions and antiquarians, those who simply collected biographical information for its own sake. Stone stated unequivocally that "In terms of psychological motivation, these obsessive collectors of biographical information belong to the same category of anal-erotic males as the collectors of butterflies, postage stamps, or cigarette cards." Stone went on to explain the phenomenon as a "byproduct of the Protestant Ethic."2 Stone himself is one of the most famous practitioners of prosopography; in The Crisis of the Aristocracy, 1558-1641, he relied on carefully reconstructed collective biographies of the English elite to argue that the overall prestige and wealth of the aristocracy suffered during Elizabeth I's reign.3 Using collective biography to draw general conclusions about the elites of a particular society is not, of course, a practice limited to historians of early modern England. Over the course of the past century, historians of medieval Florence, papal Rome, Mamluk Egypt, the Ottoman empire, and the Roman republic have all used close prosopographical analysis to demonstrate relationships between elites and society, to reconstruct career paths and patronage networks, and to recognize patterns in family life, social mobility, and trading.4 The appeal of this method is particularly strong for historians focusing on periods where there is a lack of source material, and Anglo-Saxon England, the Byzantine empire, and the later Roman empire are all the subject of massive ongoing prosopographical projects.5 There is now a journal, Medieval Prosopography, entirely devoted to research using collective biographies, as well as regular international colloquia and conferences on the subject.6
Over the last thirty years, the practice of researching and analyzing collective biographies has been transformed by the widespread use of computer technology. Whereas many early studies focused on better-documented elites, the computer's entrance into the archive made possible large-scale investigations into the lives of the middle and lower strata of society as well. The Florentine archives, for instance, hold a vast number of records for the medieval and early modern periods, and there the combination of collective biography with computerization has proved fruitful. The most obvious example is David Herlihy and Christiane Klapisch-Zuber's monumental study Les Toscans et leur familles, based on their coding of economic and demographic data from the Florentine Catasto.7 The book proved to be extremely influential, challenging or amending many long-held beliefs about Florentine history. Anthony Molho directed a team that applied similar coding techniques to the archive of the Monte delle Dote of Florence; and Herlihy, Molho, and R. Burr Litchfield collaborated on the electronic edition of the Florentine Tratte, a database of office holders in the Tre Maggiori and Florentine guilds from 1282 to 1532.8 Both the Catasto and the Tratte are available online at Brown University, and thus continue to provide a significant resource for scholars. The studies that have emerged from these projects all used the data to draw conclusions about family structure and relationships, as well as the way these family relationships affected the functioning of the Renaissance city-state.9 In the words of John Najemy, this "conceptual and thematic expansion of the field, or arena, of politics to include an array of social forms that not long ago would have been relegated to the history of private life  . . .  is certainly one of the most significant advances of Renaissance historical studies in recent decades."10 This breakdown of the strict boundaries between public and private, which has been championed most influentially by Giorgio Chittolini, has led to a wide redefinition of the structures and practices of power in the Renaissance state.11
In Venetian history the practice of prosopography has been conditioned by the clear delineation of the Venetian patriciate. Unlike in Florence, Rome, or Milan, a noble man's identity was defined through his father's and grandfather's membership in Venice's Maggior Consiglio, not through the perhaps more ambiguous factors of wealth or social status. Stanley Chojnacki's pathbreaking 1974 study "In Search of the Venetian Patriciate" defined for the first time precisely which families were a part of this closed oligarchy, systematically identifying Venetian noble houses extant and participating in politics from the period of the Serrata (1297) through the fifteenth century.12 Chojnacki's work has been followed by a number of others focusing on the patriciate—Rösch looking at pre-Serrata Venice and Hunecke and Cowan turning to the sixteenth through eighteenth centuries.13 And as scholars increasingly turn their attention beyond the Venetian patriciate, collective biographies offer possibilities for the cittadini and popolo classes as well.14 All these studies point toward more fluidity in class membership and social structure than the traditional picture of Venice shows.
In Florence, where the ruling elite was institutionally more open, scholars such as Herlihy, Dale Kent, and Roslyn Pesman Cooper have turned to office holding and election registers to define more precisely the composition of Florence's ruling class over time.15 The same sources exist in the Venetian archives, but until recently Venetianists have not benefited from searchable electronic editions as their Florentine colleagues have. As Claudia Salmini's article here details, the Patriziato Veneziano (SAV) was plagued by difficulties of maintenance and access for many years. Giuseppe Del Torre, who used the SAV database for the later period, 1506-1540, discovered that less than a fourth of the rectors sent to the Terraferma ever returned to hold another office there.16 Other projects have used prosopography to reconstruct particular career paths, find the composition of certain offices in the Venetian state, and identify the shapers of policy. Andrea Zannini has examined the general structure of office holding and identified a number of important trends among office-holding patricians, notably the rising numbers of both offices and patricians in office through the fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries.17 Alan Stahl and Alfredo Viggiano have both analyzed particular offices in detail, Stahl examining the directors of the Venetian Mint and Viggiano reconstructing the careers of those who served as Avogadori di Commun in the fifteenth century.18 Paul Grendler reconstructed several hundred political careers from the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries, using these biographies to demonstrate that the most important offices of the republic, as well as the commission assisting the Inquisition, were dominated by a restricted oligarchy of powerful politicians.19 Dieter Girgensohn also relied on collective political biographies to identify and trace the influence of the most important shapers of Venetian papal policy in the fifteenth century.20
This direction of research has provided a much clearer and more particular image of the way politics worked and power functioned in the Venetian republic, and the Rulers of Venice database will allow scholars to continue these types of investigations and enrich the image of Venetian politics provided by diarists such as Girolamo Priuli or Marino Sanudo. Several influential studies have relied primarily on diaries and legislation, sources that are likely to privilege the unusual or are aimed to correct irregularities. Finlay's Politics in Renaissance Venice used Sanudo's diaries to give a vivid picture of the inner workings of Venetian councils and the practices that underpinned Venetian ideologies.21 There is, however, no Sanudo for the fourteenth or earlier fifteenth century, and the election registers provide an invaluable resource for scholars of these periods to dig beyond the façade of Venetian politics. In fact, the great benefit of the election records as a source are their normative nature—they allow us to understand what happened on a day-to-day basis over a long period, providing a counterweight and an important corrective to the picture of Venetian politics provided by legislation and narrative sources. Donald Queller, for instance, argued that the Venetian patriciate tried to avoid holding office, basing his analysis on the legislation written to address those who avoided offices.22Mozzato has now used his analysis of the Voci registers to question the idea of how widespread was this "civic irresponsibility" of the Venetian nobility, demonstrating that many fewer nobles renounced or avoided offices than the legislative record would make it seem. This type of analysis leads to a much richer and more nuanced portrait of how politics and power actually worked in the Venetian republic.
As Mozzato highlights in his article, however, the election registers do not provide a complete picture of office holding in late medieval Venice. The records for the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries contain a number of gaps, from 1354 to 1362, 1368 to 1382, and 1388 to 1437. As Mozzato points out, these gaps coincide with crucial periods in the history of the Venetian state, which makes it particularly frustrating not to have information on office holding during these periods.
1
 Filling in the Gaps
There are other sources apart from the Segretario alle Voci that one can use to fill in these gaps, at least partially. The first is the records of the Venetian Senate, which contain both elections to positions that are not included in the Voci registers, such as ambassadors, and references to officials elected to positions that brought business before the Senate, such as governors and captains of the Venetian overseas territories. The Senate was also responsible for directly electing a number of positions without reference to the Maggior Consiglio, including a number of advisory councils and ad hoc committees, the savi or sapientes, as well as a Zonta, or special addition to the Senate.23 There was a great deal of fluidity among these special committees and advisory positions in the fourteenth century, leading Robert Finlay to describe the quattrocento Senate as "an elaborate group of Zonte meeting with the Forty and designated magistrates."24 In the early fourteenth century, the Senate elected committees of savi to oversee a certain embassy, to resolve complicated judicial or foreign policy matters, and to read and report on letters and communications from outside Venice. From the mid-trecento the Senate regularly elected savi over Istria and Treviso, the Savi agli Ordini (see fig. 11), and later in the century added the Savi del Consiglio. The Senate began to elect Zonte, or groups of twenty additional members not subject to contumacia limits, in the 1360s (see fig. 12).25 The Senate itself nominated the members to a Zonta, and the list was then approved by the Maggior Consiglio.26 However, the election of the Zonte and the savi appear only occasionally in the Voci records, perhaps because they were committees internal to the Senate. Therefore, these committees supplement the picture of office holding provided by the Voci as well as partially filling in the gap in the Voci registers.

[image: Figure 11 Election in the Senate of Savi agli Ordini.]Figure 11Election in the Senate of Savi agli Ordini.View Asset[image: Figure 12 Election in the Senate of a Zonta.]Figure 12Election in the Senate of a Zonta.View AssetAnother type of data embedded in the Senate records was not intended to record an election, but it nonetheless indicates who held which office and when. For instance, when the Senate sent a set of orders to a territorial official, or when an official wrote to the Senate, his name would frequently appear in the partes. This information often replicates data recorded in the Voci records. For instance, on 12 December 1386, Lorenzo Gradenigo was elected podestà of Capodistria, an election that was recorded in the Voci records. Gradenigo also appears as a former podestà of Capodistria in the Senate records on 29 April 1388. Thus, when Voci registers do not exist, these in-context mentions can be used to reconstruct partial information on office holding. For instance, although there is no list of elections covering the 1390s, Stephano Pisani appears in the Senate records as the podestà of Oderzo in February 1395.
There are certainly significant complications in including this information in a database. Many of the ad hoc committees in the Senate do not have standardized office names, making it difficult to integrate these sources with the Voci registers, where the names of the offices are much more regular. Secondly, in the case of the names mentioned in context, the date of the record does not correspond to the date of election, as is the case in most of the Voci registers. An in-context mention in a Senate record cannot even be taken as confirmation that an individual was serving at that particular moment; many cases indicate that someone had previously held an office (olim) or that someone had been elected but had not yet entered into office (itur). (See Full Search module or Full Search Results.) Yet other entries have no temporal clues as to when the individual held the office in question. Therefore, the Senate records in the database are slightly different from those taken from the Voci registers. First and foremost, unlike the Voci database, the Senate data included here do not comprise a diplomatic edition. The records bear much more similarity to the records of the Florentine Tratte where certain information has been extracted and coded.27 Despite the flaws in these data, they offer both a confirmation and a supplement to the Voci data on office holding.
A second source for data on office holding outside the Voci registers are the lists the Venetians themselves made of office holders. As Dorit Raines has demonstrated, the Venetian patriciate had a vested interest in recording who held which office, both from a practical perspective and as a way of commemorating family involvement in Venetian politics.28 Many of the extant "pocket guides" Raines references date from the sixteenth century on, but there are lists that include earlier periods. One of the most significant such resources is the anonymous manuscript 'Reggimenti' dalla republica Veneta, which gives simplified lists of office holders for the Terraferma and maritime state, including only the year and the name of the office holder.29 Chronicles also provide a great deal of information on office holders as well as other important positions in Venetian politics such as ducal electors. Both manuscript and chronicle sources, like the Senate records, lack a great deal of precision: date of election, patronymic, parish, and other types of detailed information appear irregularly if at all. Nevertheless, in the absence of the Segretario alle Voci registers for the later fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries, the manuscript lists provide a reasonable starting point to fill in the gaps. The information in these manuscripts can also be checked against other primary documents, such as court cases, letters to the Senate or the Council of Ten, and in-context mentions of officials in the Maggior Consiglio and the Senate. The final source for filling in the gaps in the Voci record are published lists of office holders compiled by scholars in the course of their research on particular locales or subjects.
From a methodological point of view, the decision to add data from published sources, manuscripts, and chronicles, the Senate and the Council of Ten presents both advantages and disadvantages. The incorporation of multiple sources into the database offers the opportunity of cross-checking data and identifying or clarifying confusions present in the original. On the other hand, moving beyond the discrete and finite election registers raises the question of limits—the possibilities for finding mentions of office-holding patricians in the vast collections of the Archivio di Stato are almost infinite. Furthermore, the great variety in the form of this information makes it very difficult to incorporate into a database and maintain both the integrity of the source and clarity for the user. For instance, many of the authors and editors of published lists of officials normalized the names into their own language—turning the Latin Alvisius into Luigi or Louis—making computerized searches difficult.
2
 Uffici de Extra, 1380-1430
Despite the significant technological and methodological difficulties involved, our inclusion of data from extra-Voci sources has made it possible to reconstruct, at least partially, the missing election registers. Although any conclusions using these data must be seen as provisory as the project is ongoing, it is possible to make some tentative observations about office holding in the period 1380 to 1420. These forty years present a particularly interesting moment both for the Venetian republic and for its officials; during this time Venice extended its rule to Corfu and the mainland city of Butrinto in 1386; Argos, Nauplia, and Andros in 1388; Tinos, Mikonos, and Negroponte in 1390; Durazzo in 1392; Alessio in 1393; Scutari and Drivasto in 1396; Spalato in 1401; Lepanto and Patrasso in 1407; Zara, Aussero, Arbe, Cherso, and Nona in 1409; Sebenico in 1412; Navarino in 1417; and Traù, Curzola, Brazza, Lesina, Pago, and Cattaro in 1420. Venice also ruled Athens for a brief period, from 1394 to 1402, and Thessalonica equally briefly, from 1423 to 1430. Venice extended its mainland dominions equally dramatically during the same period: Vicenza, Feltre, and Belluno in 1404; Rovigo, Verona, and Padua in 1405; Udine in 1420; Brescia in 1426; and Bergamo in 1428. (The database allows searching of geographical place names through a series of interactive maps.) It was also during the late fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries that Venice's territorial state changed from a disparate conglomeration of territories acquired for primarily commercial reasons to a more centralized and regularized group of territories that had a political as well as an economic importance—in short, when Venice became an empire. Having an empire required an imperial administration, which is where broader questions about the politics and practices of Venetian empire intersect with the picture of administration and office holding one can get from the election registers and other sources.30
The massive expansion in Venetian territory meant a corresponding expansion in the number of administrators needed to rule those territories. Zannini has found in the first four decades of the fifteenth century, during this expansion of the Venetian state, the number of government offices grew by 30 percent.31 More precisely, from 1380 to 1430 Venice went from having to fill between 70 and 80 offices in the maritime state and 14 in the mainland state to more than 100 in the maritime state and 60 on the Terraferma, doubling the number of people needed to serve in its overseas administration. Interestingly, there is actually a contraction in the number of external offices after 1358, following the loss of Dalmatia to the Hungarians. From 1367 to 1400 the number of maritime offices remains relatively stable (between 71 and 77) and the number of mainland offices fluctuates between 16 and 3. So there is not actually an overwhelming demand for officials until after 1400, when the number of offices available in the maritime state rises to more than 100 and the Terraferma offices increase from 16 to 61 (see table 13).
Table 13
 Uffici de extra
	Date	Da Mar	Da Terra	Total
	1349-1353	104	12	116
	1362-1367	75	14	89
	1383-1387	77	3	80
	1400	71	16	87
	1437	109	61	170
	1493	138	113	251

Sources: Figures for 1349-1387 are based on SegV, registers 1-3 (1400-1493), taken from Zannini, "L'impiego publico," 438, 459-63.
In part, this increased number of offices available was matched by a growing number of Venetian patricians who wanted to hold office. Frederic Lane has pointed to this connection between the subjection of territory and the rise in available offices, and Finlay has argued that more patricians were seated in the Maggior Consiglio in part because there were more offices available.32 Cozzi has suggested that the number of offices in fact failed to keep pace with the number of people who wanted them, leading to corruption and broglio—campaigning for office.33 Queller has argued that Venice's patrician government was in large part designed to offer what he calls "welfare jobs" for nobles, particularly in the administration of territory outside the city.34 However, the evidence for these arguments is overwhelmingly drawn from the later part of the fifteenth century—from diarists and chroniclers such as Marino Sanudo, Girolamo Priuli, and Domenico Morosini.
Election registers provide another approach, and a statistical analysis of the numbers of offices available and the numbers of eligible office seekers offers a second perspective on the relationship between noble office seekers and the territorial administration. Generally speaking, the overall trend was one of increase, both in the number of offices and in the number of patricians seeking them. When one looks at the numbers more precisely, however, it seems that the number of offices jumped quite abruptly in the late fourteenth and particularly in the early fifteenth century, whereas the number of patricians eligible for and interested in holding office grew more gradually. Using the number of Venetian patricians who voted in the elections of Procurator of San Marco, one of the most important elections in the Maggior Consiglio, Maria Teresa Todesco has estimated that from 1385 to 1425 there were between 550 and 650 nobles in the council.35 A steady growth in the number of nobles in the Maggior Consiglio begins circa 1430, roughly a generation after the expansion in the available number of offices. The prologue to a 1442 Maggior Consiglio decision setting aside offices for needy patricians does note that the number of patricians continues to grow, but it is important to stipulate that neither this reference nor Todesco's figures necessarily describes a demographic increase in the patriciate as a whole, but an increase in the number of patricians attending the Maggior Consiglio and participating in politics.36 Secondly, virtually all Venice's new territories were acquired before 1420—before the rise in the number of patricians eligible for office. It therefore seems unlikely that Venice's fifteenth-century expansion can be attributed to a mob of office seekers demanding posts; much more likely is Finlay's suggestion that as the number of offices available increased, the number of patricians seeking office also increased, although the jump in offices available was fairly abrupt and the rise in patricians seeking office much more gradual.
Territorial office holding was not only a question of numbers. Overseeing the installation of a Venetian administration in a new city was an incredibly sensitive task—the Venetian governor had to set up a Venetian judicial system and military institutions while at the same time placating possibly resentful local nobility and adjusting to a new law code and local customs.37 The Venetian army or the Venetian fleet was of course there to deal with any serious resistance, but a misstep by a Venetian rector could undermine the long-term stability of the regime. A number of cities and territories entered the Venetian dominions not through conquest but by negotiation, and it was convenient for both Venice and the subject territory to maintain at least the idea of a voluntary submission.38 An overly authoritative or demanding governor could hinder the establishment of this delicate balance. In short, setting up all these new Venetian regimes was not a task the republic could entrust to any Venetian patrician off the back benches of the Maggior Consiglio. Particularly in the first few years of Venetian rule, it was absolutely essential that the Venetian officials in charge be experienced in the problems of governing outside Venice.
The question then becomes how the Venetian republic found the right men to fill this newly expanded number of posts in the late fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries. Typically, in the fourteenth century Venice chose prominent and experienced men to fill the most important posts in its maritime colonies. Were they able to continue matching experienced men with the most important posts? The first fact to emerge from an analysis of these officials is that despite the growing number of offices to fill, the overwhelming majority of the men who were chosen as the first Venetian rulers to subject cities were experienced legislators, diplomats, and judges. In the early period (1380-1400) there were few changes in the way Venice filled the top offices of its new regimens with experienced men, and the typical pattern for an official who served in the maritime state in this period was to go abroad, serve, and come back and sit in a council or a judgeship, as it had been in the fourteenth century. Simone Darmer, who served as bailo of Corfu in 1392, is a good example of this pattern.39 After returning from his embassy to Constantinople in 1382, he served as a Savio del Consiglio and a savio over Mestre; in 1386 he left Venice again for the governorship of the maritime city of Canea, followed that with a term of service in the Istrian city of Capodistria, and then returned to Venice and took a seat on the commission charged with revising the statutes of Capodistria, as well as the committee that oversaw monasteries. In 1392 he went to Corfu, and on his return he served again as a Savio del Consiglio. Darmer's service fit into the more general pattern of alternating service outside Venice with terms on the city's councils and magistracies.
Already in the early period there is a trend that becomes much more pronounced as Venice continues to expand after 1400—the same men were involved in establishing Venetian rule in a number of locations. Michael Contarini, for instance, served as a provveditore in 1386 on Corfu, immediately after its takeover, as provveditore in Argos in 1390, and as provveditore in 1392 in Durazzo, again at the moment of its entry into the Venetian empire.40 Another of the provveditori in Corfu, Saracino Dandolo, had previously been part of the group that tried to recover the Venetian fortress on Tenedos. In 1387 Dandolo served as bailo in Negroponte, where Venice was in the process of formalizing its rule over the island, and then after serving as Captain of the Gulf in 1392 he followed Contarini as provveditore of Argos in 1394.41 The same thing happened among the regimes of the Venetian Terraferma. Fantino Dandolo served as podestà in Padua in 1412, went as podestà to Verona the following year, and returned to Padua in 1418.42 After Venice conquered Brescia in 1426, Dandolo was appointed podestà there in 1427. Vitale Miani returned to Padua as captain three times, in 1413, 1422, and 1432, serving as podestà in Negroponte in 1416 as well as Udine in 1426.43 Giacomo Surian served as captain in Vicenza in 1404 and as podestà in Verona in 1405.44 Rosso Marino moved from the podestaria of Verona in 1406 to the same position in Padua in 1407.45 All these men clearly had the skills necessary to set up a new regime, and as they moved from city to city in the Terraferma or in the maritime state, they created networks of connection and drew on increasing reservoirs of experience.
In the third and fourth decades of Venetian expansion, when there was an increasing number of newly established regimes to be staffed, a small number of specialists continued to set up the regimes, but because of the sudden demand for experienced men in this area the ideal of serving abroad and then returning to the city broke down. Instead, a small core of officials rotated through the external offices, creating a cadre of elite specialists in regime stabilization. Iacopo Gradenigo, for instance, passed the majority of his life outside Venice. He served as podestà in Perugia and in Padua twice, as provveditore oversaw the takeover of Scutari and Drivasto in 1398, and also served as rector in Canea and podestà in Ravenna.46 Egidio Morosini headed regimes in Corfu in 1403, Verona in 1407, Padua in 1409, Verona again in 1410, Zara in 1412, Padua again in 1414, and  Crete in 1417, where he died in office.47 Another such specialist was Marino Caravello, who served as castellano of Coron and Modon in 1396; bailo of Corfu in 1399; Captain of the Gulf in 1402; podestà of Capodistria in 1403; Captain of the Gulf a second time in 1405, when he led the capture of Dulcigno, Barre, and Budua; podestà of Padua in 1406, and captain of Padua in 1409.48 These men spent the early decades of the fifteenth century rotating from place to place in the Terraferma and maritime states, serving as Venetian representatives at crucial moments in the establishment of new regimes. Men like Morosini, Caravello, or Zaccaria Trevisan, who served in Padua in 1405, Verona in 1408, Zara in 1410, Padua again in 1412, and then as an inspector in the maritime state in 1422, formed the most obvious part of this cadre of specialists in establishing regimes, but they were certainly unusual in the number of offices they held.49 Men who held three or four offices would be more typical, like Marino Loredan, who served in Vicenza in 1412, Treviso in 1413 and again in 1419, and Vicenza again in 1421; or Pietro Arimondo, who served in Durazzo in 1407, Zara in 1409, and Crete in 1414.50
This pattern of repeat office holding, while small from a statistical point of view, loomed large in contemporary Venetian consciousness. There were periodic complaints in the Maggior Consiglio against the monopolization of high office by the few, indicating a growing tension over the distribution of offices outside Venice. In 1395 the Maggior Consiglio considered subject communities' rights of appeal to Venetian magistracies and ordered that rectors remain out of office for as long as they had been in it; otherwise, the council reasoned, appellants might fear that the rector whose decision was under appeal could return.51 In 1408 the Maggior Consiglio ruled that officials had to wait a year before being reelected to another post, and in August 1410 the ducal councillors introduced a motion to the Maggior Consiglio restricting repeat office holding, saying that it was only just that offices should be shared equally between eligible nobles.52 The council imposed a four-year moratorium on office holding for those who had served as count or captain of Padua, Verona, or Zara, a prohibition that was at times ignored as the careers of Fantino Dandolo and Egidio Morosini demonstrate. During this period of territorial expansion, there was clearly tension between the principle of sharing offices equally among all patricians and the practicality of putting the most experienced men in positions of power. It seems that for the most powerful offices of the territorial and maritime states, practicality trumped principle, because the same men continued to be elected repeatedly to territorial governorships and the Maggior Consiglio heard further complaints in 1428, 1432, 1443, and 1450.53
Looking beyond the specific moment of territorial acquisition, the evidence suggests a larger pattern of specialization within the Venetian patriciate. Ideally, holding political office was an unspecialized or unskilled job, something Venetian patricians did out of a sense of duty or collective responsibility. There were no formal qualifications or training in order to hold office, and Zannini has observed that loyalty to the Venetian state sometimes counted more than individual ability, particularly because short terms in office limited the amount of damage any one office holder could do.54 The existence of specialists in regime stabilization suggests that while lack of specialization might have been the case for many lower-level offices, the higher offices of the territorial empire in Venice were treated differently. These were jobs that took a particular type of experience, and the electoral system functioned to put experienced men in positions where they were needed. This pattern, in turn, speaks to a larger conclusion about the nature of power in the Venetian republic—part of its famed strength lay in its flexibility. As the Voci records and the associated database continue to reveal a normative picture of Venetian politics, the way this flexibility operated within an institutional framework will become clearer, and we can hope this new evidence will continue to invigorate the larger debate on Venetian politics and the way power worked in the Renaissance.
IV
 The Indispensable Doge of Trecento Venice: The Career of Marco Corner
 by Benjamin G. Kohl
[Intro]
One of the commonplaces of Venetian historiography has been how little can be known about the careers and policies of many of the doges of medieval and early modern Venice. At the beginning of the sixteenth century Marino Sanudo attempted to rectify this gap by compiling from chronicles and official documents his famous Vite dei Dogi, the fullest edition of which is available in Muratori's Rerum italicarum scriptores, from the second quarter of the eighteenth century.1 Samuele Romanin's ten-volume Storia documentata di Venezia, published in the middle of the nineteenth century, provided the first detailed account of Venice's political history based on extensive study of the chronicles and some archival research according to the canons of contemporary positivist historical scholarship. Organized by a book (libro) for each half-century and chapter(s) for each doge, Romanin's work remains of value today and continues to be used in sketches of individual doges, especially from the later Middle Ages.2 But it was only in the middle of the twentieth century that a modern compendium of the lives of the doges of Venice was made when the then director of the State Archives of Venice, Andrea Da Mosto, published I dogi di Venezia, which provides sketches of the public careers and private lives of the one hundred twenty doges from the millennium before the fall of the republic.3 Of course, a few individual doges from the late Middle Ages and early Renaissance have been the subjects of detailed biographies. Most notable among these is Vittorio Lazzarini's series of the detailed articles on Marino Falier, the famous traitor doge executed in 1355.4 For standard accounts of Venetian doges with surnames up to Gradenigo, one must turn to the entries in the ongoing Dizionario biografico degli Italiani, published by the Istituto della Enciclopedia Italiana in Rome since 1960. Written by several historians from the Venetian scholarly community, the entries for the trecento doges are highly condensed, usually limited to ten columns of text and bibliography (about three thousand words). Nonetheless, they are often of the highest quality, with authors citing and using available archival sources as well as chronicles and secondary literature. For example, Gigliola Bianchini, author of the entry on Doge Giovanni Dolfin (1303-1361), lists all appearances of his name in the Senate deliberations, Misti and Secreta, the Libri Commemoriali, Pacta, and Testamenti in the Archivio di Stato di Venezia and the unedited chronicles of Giangiacomo Caroldo and Niccolò Trevisan housed in the Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana, as well as published sources and secondary literature.5 But sometimes these sketches of the career of the chief magistrate of the Venetian republic are based largely on printed sources, without consulting the records of election to public office contained in the deliberations of the Venetian Senate or the elections from the Maggior Consiglio contained in the archival fondo, Segretario alle Voci.6
Such is the case for the only octogenarian doge of trecento Venice, Marco Corner (ca. 1286-1368), who held office from his election on 22 July 1365 until his death less than two and a half years later on 13 January 1368. The standard account of Marco Corner is the seven-column entry in the Dizionario biografico degli Italiani, written by the University of Venice's Byzantinist, Giorgio Ravegnani.7 As a sketch of Marco Corner's political career this entry goes far beyond Da Mosto's and is masterly in its use of information from Caroldo's unpublished Historia Veneta, compiled in the early sixteenth century, and the standard published sources. But beyond the valuable listing of the testaments of Corner and his second wife, Ravegnani has not made much use of archival sources, nor had he consulted the many published deliberations of the Venetian Senate. The purpose of this essay is to "put a face" on Marco Corner by tracing his career in the greatest possible detail, using archival sources and electronic texts that Andrea Da Mosto and Giorgio Ravegnani were not in a position to consult. Thus, I seek to supplement and complete the important work done on Marco Corner by earlier scholars, and at the same time delineate his singular career path, political interests, and family connections. In the case of Marco Corner these included extensive service in the governing councils of the Palazzo ducale combined with experience as podestà of Padua, duke of Crete, as well as rector of several of Venice's Dalmatian colonies, commissioner (savio) in time of war, and frequent service as ambassador to foreign powers, including the Holy Roman Emperor, the king of Hungary, and two popes.
1
 Family and Homonyms
Born in about 1286, the son of Giovanni of the branch of the Corner family residing in the parishes of Santi Apostoli and San Felice in the sestiere of Canareggio, Marco had five brothers: Tomaso, Filippo, Pietro, Benedetto, and Andrea. His long career of military and diplomatic service eventually led to his being dubbed Knight of the Empire by Charles IV in March 1354. Thus, after early 1354, the term "miles" was always given after his name in the records of the Senate and elsewhere and helps distinguish the future doge from contemporaries also named Marco Corner: in the first half of the century several other nobles named Marco Corner were active in Venice. An older contemporary bearing the same name was the son of Leone Corner and served as Venice's ambassador to Ravenna in 1322. Among younger men named Marco Corner who reached their maturity by the middle of the trecento, one came from Santa Maria Formosa in Castello, another was a son of Filippo Corner (and thus Doge Marco Corner's nephew), residing in Canareggio. A third Marco was son of Francesco, resident in sestiere San Marco. A fourth Marco Corner was the son of the deceased Bellelo, who with his brothers Federico and Fantino formed a partnership in 1365 for commerce with Cyprus, with capital amounting to 83,275 ducats.8 In my discussion of the career of the future Doge Marco Corner every effort has been made to separate his offices and activities from those of his five homonyms.
Doge Marco Corner grew up in the parish of San Felice in Canareggio and took as his first wife Giovanna Scrovegni, who was probably the eldest of four daughters of Enrico, the famous patron of Giotto in Padua's Arena Chapel, and his wife, an unnamed daughter of Bonifacio da Carrara. Giovanna was born at the end of the thirteenth century and moved in 1319 to the contrada of San Maurizio in Venice when her father went into exile at the beginning of the Carrara family's rule over Padua.9 She probably married Marco Corner soon after moving to Venice and is listed as his wife in her father's testament redacted in March 1336.10 She bore four children who reached adulthood: a son, Enrico, who predeceased his father and left an heir, Tomaso; another son, Andrea, who held several offices in the Venetian government in the second half of the trecento; and two daughters, Maria, who by 1344 had married Paolo Bellegno, and Maddaluzza, who married the famous Venetian naval commander Taddeo Giustinian.11 Giovanna Scrovegni was still alive in August 1351, when her younger brother Bartolomeo made his testament in Venice and named "the nobleman lord Marco Corner, of the parish of San Felice, my brother-in-law" (nobilem virum dominum Marcum Cornario de confinio Sancte Felicis de Venetiis, cognatum meum) as one of his executors.12 The date of Giovanna's death is unknown, but probably took place in the early 1350s. As we shall see, Marco Corner traveled extensively in Dalmatia as a Venetian rector and ambassador where he had met a wealthy Croatian woman, Caterina, from the inland town of Scardona located on the Krka river north of Sebenico.13 Caterina had become his bride a few years before Scardona fell to Louis of Hungary in 1356, perhaps the same year she gave birth to Marco's youngest son, Francesco, also called Franceschino.14 Thus, Giovanna had been dead for at least a decade when in April 1365 she was listed as "quondam" in the will of her stepmother Jacopina Scrovegni, née Este, who made a modest bequest of 100 lire to her granddaughter, Maria Corner, named as "daughter of the deceased lady Giovanna" (filia quondam domine Joanne).15 Born in Dalmatia in the 1330s, Caterina was in her seventies when she made her second testament in July 1408 as a widowed dogaressa residing in Venice.16 It seems probable that there were no other children from Marco Corner's late second marriage.
2
 Early Career, 1327-1347
Marco Corner entered the public record of Venetian government on 22 May 1327, listed as one of the ducal councillors who, with the Avogadori di Comun and members of the Council of Ten, were permitted to carry arms. He appears as Venetian envoy in Persia on 26 June 1328, as the bailo of Constantinople in February 1329, one of four savi commissioned to negotiate with certain Saracens in Venice in January 1332, and as count of Sebenico in September 1333.17 The length of Corner's service in Sebenico is unknown, but he returned in time to participate in Venice's war against the Scaligeri lords of Verona, Padua, and Treviso that broke out in the summer of 1336. Marco Corner's evident military and diplomatic skills led to his appointment with Andreasio Morosini to command the allied forces that invaded the suburbs of Padua late in the autumn of 1336. According to Ravegnani, the following March Marco Corner "performed diplomatic duties on behalf of [Venice's] league" (assolse incarichi diplomatici nell'ambito della lega), and he was present in Venice on 4 August 1337 when Marsilio da Carrara as ambassador for the Scaligeri secretly treated to hand over Padua to Venice.18 Marco Corner was the first podestà of liberated Padua, serving from 1 September 1337 to 28 February 1338 under Marsilio da Carrara, who had become the new lord of the city as the client of Venice and Florence.19 Corner was succeeded in that post by the future doge and traitor, Marino Falier, but remained in the Padovano to serve with the Florentine Loysio Adimari as the allies' representatives in negotiation with their rebellious mercenary troops in the summer of 1338.20
Marco Corner's military experience in the Scaliger War led early in 1339 to a new posting in Istria. On 11 February the Senate voted to permit Marco Corner, recently elected the captain of Venice's local Istria garrison (Capitano dei Paesanatici), to transport his household by ship to the garrison at San Lorenzo, where he also held the office of podestà.21 He had already left that office late the next spring when a committee of three Venetian savi investigated a sentence that he, along with the vicar of the patriarch of Aquileia, had handed down on a dispute over the use of wetlands and forests between the men of Montona and Portele.22 This is no doubt the same quarrel that has Ravegnani put Marco Corner in Udine on 18 June 1340, "as arbiter of a dispute whose purpose is unknown to us" (come arbitro in una contesa di cui ci è ignoto l'oggetto).23 Hereafter, Ravegnani's account becomes very sketchy for a decade, mentioning only Corner's famous service as count of Zara during the rebellion that broke out in 1345 and as duke of Crete in 1347.
The records of the Venetian Senate, however, permit detailed knowledge of his career during these years. By the summer of 1340 Marco Corner was serving as one of six savi elected for the affairs of Crete. The Turkish raids on Negroponte and elsewhere in Romania, and the threat of attacks on Crete itself, prompted extensive debate in the Senate on the arming of galleys for the defense of Venetian possessions in the Aegean.24 But lest Venice be rushed headlong into the expenses of arming a fleet, four savi held that any proposal placed before the Senate for the arming of galleys had to have the unanimous backing of the duke of Crete and his councillors and rectors, and be passed in the Senate by a two-thirds majority. Marco Corner and his son-in-law Paolo Belegno modified this bill to allow greater leeway to the Venetian rectors on the scene, offering an amendment that any proposal needed the backing of only the duke and a majority of his councillors and could be passed by a simple majority of the Senate.25 This amendment passed by a wide majority, as did another aimed at allowing greater freedom to Venetian officials on Crete, while keeping the Senate advised of developments. When a majority of the savi proposed that the Senate should vote to cut off salaries and supplies that Venetian captains on Crete had usually enjoyed, and to rely instead solely on the Cretan feudatories for defense, Corner countered that "henceforth no innovation should be made in this matter. Rather he wishes that thereafter the duke and councillors write concerning the facts since they are more fully informed in these matters, both in the business of reducing the said expenses of the captain[s], in part or in whole, and in all other matters so they can proceed, act and provide properly just as it will seem best to them for the advantage and financial savings of our commune." This "substitute motion" was adopted by a vote of thirty-seven to nil, with one undecided.26 Apparently Corner's wide experience as a rector overseas won the support of other members of the Pregadi.
A seasoned diplomat and military commander in his mid-fifties, Marco Corner was now much in demand as a commissioner (savio) in Dalmatian affairs and a rector of Venice's overseas colonies. Early in 1341, his previous experience as captain of paesanatico troops at the garrison of San Lorenzo in Istria led to his election as one of three savi sent to Istria to cashier two companies (banderie) of native troops that had become undisciplined and unreliable, and enroll two new companies in their stead. These new companies, serving as the garrisons of the Istrian towns of San Lorenzo and Valle, were to be subject to monthly parade musters and inspection by the three savi, who were to discharge any soldier found unfit for duty.27 By late that spring Marco Corner had returned to Venice where the Senate sought his advice, along with two other former counts of Sebenico, Giovanni Marino Zorzi and Marco Morosini, on a treaty between the Dalmatian city and two local Croatian strongmen, Gregory and Budislav Curiacovich, brothers and counts of Corbavia.28 That autumn Marco Corner was dispatched as one of three savi sent into the Trevisano to adjudicate a dispute between the bishop of Ceneda and the commune of Conegliano.29
By early 1342 Marco Corner had been elected to a second term as count of Sebenico when the Senate granted him permission to transport his staff and household goods to Dalmatia on one of the ships of the Gulf fleet.30 He arrived in Sebenico to find the city subject to raids and robberies by a local soldier, Constantine de Clavez, nephew and henchman of the powerful Croat noble Count Nelipac of Knin, who was attempting to gain control over Venice's coastal cities in central Dalmatia, including Spalato, Traù, and Sebenico.31 At a lengthy session held on 11 September 1342, the Senate debated how Venice and its Dalmatian rectors could best respond to these threats to the peace and security of the Dalmatian colonies.32 Informed by letters from the officials of the commune of Sebenico as well as Count Marco Corner, the Senate developed a policy of cooperation between the counts of Corbavia and the commune and count of Sebenico to curb the depredations of Count Nelipac and his followers and force him to make reparations for the damages already done. The Senate specifically ordered Marco Corner to work for peace between Count Constantine and the commune of Sebenico, while insisting that he should be skeptical of Count Nelipac's professions of friendship. In general, Venice hoped for peace in the region, using the recently forged alliance between counts Gregory and Budislav and the commune of Sebenico, supported by Venetian forces in Traù and Spalato, as the lynchpin of Dalmatian policy. But despite Venice's best intentions, hostilities between counts Nelipac and Constantine and the commune of Sebenico continued through the winter.33
From detailed reports made by Marco Foscarini, the Venetian envoy to the region, as well as letters that Marco Corner had dispatched to Venice, the Signoria, augmented by the three savi for Dalmatia, formulated in February 1343 a more aggressive policy toward Nelipac and his nephew Constantine. In a classic understatement, the Senate averred: "The attitude and intention of the counts Nelipac and Constantine toward the subjects of the ducal dominion is not good, since they always promise that they are going to behave well, but they do just the opposite in their actions."34 Then the Senate went on to instruct Marco Foscarini to meet with Count Nelipac and have him desist from all hostilities within twenty days, make compensation for all damages, and post a surety to guarantee observance of this agreement. If Nelipac and Constantine did not observe this agreement, they were to be arrested and imprisoned until full restitution for damages was made. Further, all trade between Venice's Dalmatian cities and the renegade counts was forbidden, and any aid given them was to be punished by a fine of 25 lire, with copies of this ruling sent to the counts and communes of Zara, Nona, Traù, Spalato, and Sebenico. In the event, Venice's harsh policy prevailed. After two years of war, Count Nelipac was compelled to make peace with Venice, and even deposit 20,000 lire in Venice's Grain Office, perhaps a part of the reparations and surety demanded by the Senate.35 By the time Count Nelipac died in June 1344, honored with Venetian citizenship, Marco Corner had returned to Venice. There in a Senate pars dated 10 May 1344, he is listed as "Marcum Cornario redeuntem a regimine Sibinichi," who should consult and advise three savi for the cities of Dalmatia.36 Thus, he is almost certainly not the Marco Corner who on April 1343 was listed as surety for Filippo Dandolo as a patron of one of the Romania galleys, and later that month as a skipper of a Cyprus galley.37
Marco Corner's next posting was to one of the worst hot spots of Venice's overseas dominions as count of the port city of Zara, which had rebelled seven times against Venetian rule in the previous century and a half. On 14 May 1344 Marco Corner was elected count of Zara, and he arrived in the Dalmatian city that autumn to find it in almost open conflict with neighboring towns, especially the men of the island of Pago.38 When the commune of Zara had attempted to enforce its long-standing hegemony over Pago, which it treated as a dependency ruled by officials and a council composed of Zarantines, the locals of Pago revolted and sent the new officials home. Initially Venice sided with Zara and instructed Marco Corner to arrest the men of Pago guilty of these affronts.39 But when Zara switched its allegiance to King Louis of Hungary, who appeared in Dalmatia in the spring of 1345 enlisting allies who would support his eventual control of the region, Doge Andrea Dandolo decided to make an example of Zara for its treachery. Venice was prompt to enlist the aid and loyalty of its Dalmatian cities of Ragusa, Spalato, Sebenico, Traù, Nona, Arbe, and Pago as well as the friendly Croatian dynasties of the Subich and Curiacovich, and the ban of Bosnia and king of Serbia.40 Zara was soon deprived of the support of King Louis of Hungary after his interests were deflected to Naples following the assassination of his brother Andrew there. Though faced with this powerful coalition, the commune of Zara declared its independence from Venice in the middle of July. Marco Corner was evacuated from the city on 18 August, along with his household and local officials.41 He remained in the area, however, and with Marco Giustinian, Venetian captain general for the war with Zara, reported to the Senate on the need for provisions of their soldiers and allies on Nona.42 Apparently valuing his efforts in Zara, at the end of September the Senate elected Marco Corner as "overseer for the conduct of the [Zara] war"  (sapiens pro factis guerre), along with Leonardo Contarini for cavalry and parade musters and Giovanni Babilonio for infantry and military construction.43 By early 1346 Marco Corner had returned to Venice, where he served a term as ducal councillor. In that capacity he acted as a war hawk urging vigorous prosecution of the war. In a proposal made to the Senate on 7 February, Corner asserted "that the city [of Zara] ought to be retaken  . . .  by waging war. And if it is to be captured by making war, then as soon as possible, let [our forces] be provided with the means of waging war, by furnishing ships, building materials, soldiers and other necessities."44 Venice did redouble its war effort that summer. In the meantime, Marco Corner was elected a savio for Istria, and at the end of May 1346 he was sent to the region where he had once served as military commander of the native militia in order to ensure Istria's loyalty to Venice.45 The next year Marco Corner was elected duke of Crete, serving in that office from June 1347 to July 1348.46
3
 From Duke of Crete to Knight of the Empire, 1347-1354
According to Giorgio Ravegnani, the future Doge Marco Corner disappears from the record from his service as duca di Candia in 1347-1348 until his appointment as one of four commissioners (provveditori) on 1 May 1352 during the Third Genoese War, except for a mention of his presence in Venice in May 1350.47 But from Senate records and elections in the Maggior Consiglio recorded in register 1 of the Segretario alle Voci, it is possible to plot Marco Corner's career in some detail for the next three years, often at the very highest level of government. By late winter 1349 Marco Corner had returned from Crete to Venice where, as the former captain of the native militia in Istria, he was appointed to examine the facts in a dispute in the town of San Lorenzo between the Venetian noble Andreas Michiel and a local citizen, one Giovanni Verzerio of Capodistria, who was almost certainly the grandfather of the humanist Pier Paolo Vergerio.48 In April 1349 Marco Corner was elected one of the experts on Dalmatian affairs who were to draw up proposals for the union of cities under Venetian control—Sebenico, Traù, and Spalato—in the wake of the recent rebellion at Zara, and make suggestions concerning Venice's policy in Slavonia toward Count Paul III Subich and the ban of Bosnia.49 But the problem of paying for the recent war with Zara and the proper governance of its Dalmatian cities continued to occupy the Signoria and the Senate. To help formulate a new Dalmatia policy, the Senate provided for the election of three new savi: Marco Corner, Niccolò Pisani, and Filippo Orio. The Senate's remit was that these experts "should examine [the situation] and give us their recommendations on the matter in writing,  . . .  and each can make proposals [in these matters] and they are to hold office until the end of the present month."50 In the event, the three savi for Slavonia made detailed proposals for reforms in Dalmatia only on 11 June 1349. Their main recommendation was to create a new "single captain in Slavonia, who would be called the Captain of Dalmatia, who would have in his care and protection the people that we will commit to his rule, and all our cities and strongholds in Dalmatia and Croatia, and the residences and citizens of both our own and the locals' strongholds, and he is to be the captain general over all the rectors of these regions, just as the captain of paesanatico is over all of the rectors in Istria, with the exception of the Count of Zara."51 The savi went on to propose that the new captain make his seat of government in the stronghold at Scardona, which Count Paul III Subich had recently conveyed to Venice. To ensure that the captain was chosen competitively, he was to be elected for a term of two years in the Maggior Consiglio from a field of four candidates nominated by four different committees. Paid a salary of 40 lire di grossi per annum, the captain was to be provided with a staff of two deputies, a notary, a cook, and ten mounted men at arms. To garrison the stronghold at Scardona, Venice was to provide twenty-five knights and the Dalmatian cities another fifty troops, with the commune of Sebenico paying for twenty-three knights, Traù eighteen, and Spalato nine. Marco Corner's only false step in presenting this legislation was to propose that half the troops could be recruited locally, which gained only eighteen votes. Instead Filippo Orio's amendment that all the troops had to be recruited from outside the Dalmatian cities won by a wide margin.
Having fulfilled their charge to provide for the security of Dalmatia and the garrisoning of Venice's colonies there, the three savi remained in office to offer advice on Venice's relations with King Louis of Hungary. After he failed to impose his rule on Naples during his invasion of the kingdom in 1347, Louis freed his hand for further action in Italy by concluding with Venice a truce in Dalmatia for eight years in the late summer of 1348. Both the king of Hungary and Venice hoped to extend the truce into a general and perpetual peace, while Venice worked to have Louis recognize its just lordship over four of its principal colonies: Spalato, Traù, Sebenico, and Nona. Thus, when Louis of Hungary wrote the Venetian government in late spring 1349 expressing the hope that the truce could be confirmed as a perpetual peace, the savi for Slavonia, Niccolò Pisani and Marco Corner, drafted a reply for the Senate's consideration. In that letter Corner and Pisani averred that the only reason Venice had not sent ambassadors to confirm the truce was "the outbreak of plague, which was said to be raging in the region of Hungary, so that our citizens feared to travel there."52 The letter went on to promise that Venice would dispatch ambassadors as soon as King Louis set a place and date for the meeting. Early in July all three savi for Slavonia drafted detailed instructions for the embassy Venice had promised to send to Hungary. While seeking peace the ambassadors were instructed also to secure the king of Hungary's recognition of Venice's just claims in Dalmatia, specifically over the cities of Spalato, Traù, Sebenico, and Nona. If the argument that the cities had freely sought Venice's protection so that its longstanding dominion in the region was historic did not work, the ambassadors were to purchase Louis's recognition by having him "transfer immediately to us, freely, without delay, unconditionally and in perpetuity all rights which he might have and might claim to have in those four cities, and generally in the other cities and places, with all their appurtenances, which we hold in Dalmatia."53 The payment of 60,000 ducats was to be divided between the king and his barons. Because of the importance and difficulty of the embassy, every Venetian noble, except for the procurators of San Marco and the doge himself, was declared eligible for election in the Maggior Consiglio and could refuse service only on payment of a fine of 300 lire. The three solemn ambassadors were to be accompanied by a "most wise and learned legal expert" (sapientissimus et sufficientissimus iudex legum), whom the Signoria was to appoint. The delegation was to carry credentials for their safe conduct through the lands of the duke of Austria and other barons and princes. The retinue was composed of the three envoys, each attended by four servants, a marshal, a notary with his own servant, an accountant, a Hungarian interpreter, and a cook with sous-chef, as well as the legal expert.54 Over the next two weeks, three leading nobles—the future Doge Giovanni Gradenigo and two of the savi for Slavonia, Niccolò Pisani and Filippo Orio—were chosen for this important mission.55
But Marco Corner remained in Venice, elected that August Savio del Consiglio for a term of six months.56 At the beginning of his term, the Senate called on his expertise gained as recent duke of Crete to adjudicate a claim concerning the purchase of warhorses made by Beriola, daughter of Andrea and Agnes Calergi.57 During the rest of the year, he worked hard as a member of the Collegio and submitted several bills for the reform of Venetian institutions and diplomacy in the aftermath of the Black Death. An early proposal of the new Savi del Consiglio called for the reform of the Giudici di Petizion, who included among their many duties the interpretation of testaments and the appointment of guardians and executors in cases of inheritance by minors.58 Because the widespread mortality occasioned by the recent visitation of the Black Death had swamped the Giudici with new work, the bill provided that Giudici di Petizion elected to take office the following Michaelmas (29 September) would be able, in addition to their salaries, to collect court costs amounting to 3 pence per lire of the amount awarded to litigants. The provision was to last for two years, and then was to be reviewed in the Maggior Consiglio. To ensure judges of the highest quality, all Venetian nobles were declared eligible, except for ducal councillors, procurators of San Marco, and rectors of the colonies. And once in office, the judges could not accept any other position, except as procurator of San Marco, ambassador to the crowned heads of Europe, fleet commander, and governor of one of Venice's main overseas dominions (the twelve regimina).
Marco Corner's expertise gained as diplomat, soldier, and rector in Dalmatia made him a natural choice to draft correspondence in response to requests from King Louis of Hungary. With the lessening of the plague in the summer of 1349, King Louis made plans to undertake a second expedition to dethrone Queen Giovanna of Naples and join the two Angevin kingdoms under a single crown. As part of this diplomacy, the king of Hungary sought to secure Venice's promise of safe conduct for his forces through its Dalmatian possessions and, if possible, the use of Venetian ships for transport. In a response drafted in part by Marco Corner, the Venetian Senate wished Louis every success in his second descent on Naples and granted him and his retinue safe conduct across Venetian territory.59 But Louis's plan for an attack against Naples was altered by the return of the plague in early autumn 1349, and Marco Corner became concerned for the welfare of his colleagues who had just been dispatched to the king's court. On 10 October 1349, in their role as savi for Slavonia, Corner and Niccolò Lion asked that the Senate permit the ambassadors to make the decision whether to proceed into the plague-ridden region: "Because a very great and horrible mortality is raging in the region of Hungary, let us write at once to them [Venice's envoys],  . . .  and if what is said concerning the said epidemic is true, in that case, let us leave to them to go or not to go to the lord king, as it will seem to all or a majority of them."60 But the Senate would have nothing of granting such options to its envoys, and voted down the proposal by 40 nays over 29 yeas, with 2 undecided. Acting with three other savi, Marco Corner was no more successful in elevating the status of his beloved Dalmatian cities. Arguing that many of the more recent colonies acquired under Venice's dominion were just as honorable and valuable as the original twelve regimina, the savi proposed that Traù, Spalato, and Sebenico in Dalmatia and Conegliano and Serravalle in the Trevisano be accorded the same privileges and local rights of election the older Levantine colonies enjoyed. The motion was defeated by a wide margin—39 nays, 11 yeas, and 1 undecided.61
Marco Corner's most important work that autumn was to draft, with two other Savi del Consiglio, Pangrazio Zorzi and Paolo Mudazzo, new guidelines for the costs of government, updating the regulations on communal expenditures (ligatio pecunie) that had been in effect since 1262.62 The main thrust of the legislation was to double the outdated monthly allotment for ordinary expenses of the doge and his Collegio from 3000 to 6000 lire di grossi, while providing that any surplus should be used for the amortization of the public debt. The sum appropriated was to meet the costs of the salaries of the doge and the ducal councillors; the administration of the city, dogado, and overseas dominions; and the judges and notaries of the ducal palace. All Venetian offices that had their own sources of income were to pay salaries and other expenses from their funds without drawing on the 6000 lire monthly appropriation. After meeting urgent costs of defense, public works, and garrisoning the Istrian possessions, any surplus was to be used to pay interest on and provide for the eventual retirement of the public debt. In fact, the ordinary expenses met in this fashion constituted only a small fraction of the total Venetian budget. The extraordinary and growing expenses of war and diplomacy were met, as they had been for a century, by borrowing in the form of forced loans.
Indeed, the continued costs of Venice's contribution to the anti-Turkish league that Pope Clement VI had formed to capture Smyrna weighed so heavily on the commune that the Senate decided to limit its contribution to the upcoming crusade and, if possible, to make peace with the Ottomans. At the end of February 1350, Marco Corner was elected as one of three ambassadors, along with Niccolò Pisani and Niccolò Lion, dispatched to the papal court at Avignon that spring.63 After much discussion, in August the envoys eventually agreed to provide three galleys for the relief of Smyrna, with the proviso that Venice's archrival Genoa make a similar contribution to the pope's crusade. As tensions between the two maritime states developed into inevitable conflict that autumn, the Venetian ambassadors were ordered to withdraw any offer of support for the crusade and were called home. Marco Corner returned from the papal court at Avignon to be elected podestà of Capodistria on 3 October 1350, nominated by one Luca Corner, but he apparently served briefly, or not at all, as the next January Giovanni Steno was elected to fill that post.64 He was next elected on 17 January 1351 to the new Council of XXV formed to oversee the conduct of the Third Genoese War.65 His service on the Council of XXV ended when he was elected on 8 May 1351 to serve on a new embassy, along with Giovanni Contarini and Marin Falier, to conclude a permanent peace with King Louis of Hungary, who had recently returned from Rome.66 When negotiations at the royal court resident on the Dalmatian coast in Segna in the late spring of 1351 came to nothing, Marco Corner was appointed to return to Venice and report to the Senate on the lack of progress. After hearing his report, the Senate ordered Corner to rejoin his colleagues on the Dalmatian island of Arbe, where one should remain to report on King Louis's activities while the other two envoys were to return to Venice at once. In the meantime the rectors of Venice's Dalmatian colonies were ordered to gather their troops, animals, and provisions in their cities' citadels in case of possible hostile acts by the forces of the king of Hungary.67
Soon after Marco Corner returned from the embassy to Hungary, he was again elected to the Council of XXV, but soon resigned when elected on 1 May 1352 one of four provveditori to investigate the bloody defeat of Catalan-Venetian forces commanded by Niccolò Pisani by the Genoese fleet at the battle of the Bosphorus.68 The delegation, which included Marino Grimani and Giovanni Dolfin and was headed by Marino Falier, left Venice on 13 May, with a quantity of bullion to supply the fleet. They eventually met with Admiral Pisani at Candia and decided to divide the fleet into two squadrons. Marco Corner accompanied the fleet of six galleys commanded by Falier that attacked Genoese forces in the Black Sea, destroying a number of enemy vessels at Caffa. This squadron made a rendezvous at Cyprus with nine merchant galleys, which it escorted back to Venice late that summer.69 At the end of September 1352 Marco Corner was elected to serve a year's term in the Senate,70 but his term was cut short when on 8 January 1353 he was chosen, along with Marino Falier, as ambassador to negotiate with King Louis of Hungary for Venice's retention of its colonies in Dalmatia.71
When King Louis rejected negotiation and threatened war with Venice, Corner and Marino Falier proceeded to the court of the king of Bohemia and future Emperor Charles IV, who had volunteered to arbitrate the dispute between Venice and Hungary. In February the two Venetian envoys attended a meeting called in Vienna, and on 14 March 1354 Charles IV knighted Marco Corner in the chapel of the dukes of Austria in that city. Soon thereafter he returned to Venice to report on his embassy to the Venetian Senate.72 Corner remained a member of the Senate until October when he was elected one of five savi to make proposals concerning the impending descent of Charles IV into Italy.73 The next month he was one of four Venetian ambassadors who met with Charles IV at Mantova and presented a plan for the cessation of hostilities with Genoa, before returning to Venice at year's end.
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 The Offices of Old Age, 1355-1365
When Marco Corner finally returned to Venice from his embassies to the king of Hungary and the Holy Roman Emperor he was approaching his biblical span of three score and ten, honored with an imperial knighthood and one of Venice's most valued diplomats. He perhaps felt justified in refusing election on 29 January 1355 to the arduous office of Captain General da Mar (capitaneus generalis maris) for reasons of health, with the younger Bernardo Giustinian accepting the post as his substitute.74 Thus, Marco Corner was resident in the city when the conspiracy of Doge Marino Falier to make himself the lord of Venice unfolded. He worked closely with two old friends, the seasoned statesmen Niccolò Lion and Giovanni Gradenigo, to galvanize support for constitutional order. Relying on the ducal councillors and supported by the Council of Ten, which had been augmented by a Zonta of twenty nobles, the three leaders were able to place under arrest the ringleaders of the plot.75 Marco Corner was, in fact, the commander of loyal troops who maintained order in Piazza San Marco in the final stages of thwarting the conspiracy. Following the execution of Marino Falier on 17 April 1355, Marco Corner may have served as an interim doge until the election of Giovanni Gradenigo "el Nasone" four days later. Late that summer Marco Corner accepted election as the podestà of Padua, probably serving a full year's term from 1 September 1355 to 31 August 1356. He was still serving as podestà on 21 June 1356 when he convoked Padua's council to acknowledge territorial privileges that Emperor Charles IV had recently granted the Carrara lord and the Paduan commune.76
During the next decade Marco Corner undertook several major diplomatic missions on behalf of the Venetian republic. Shortly after leaving Padua he was appointed, with Marco Grimani, ambassador to seek peace, or at least a truce, with King Louis of Hungary in Dalmatia. But when Louis flatly refused to consider stopping his attacks on Venice's Dalmatian possessions, the two envoys returned to Venice to report the situation to the doge and his council.77 During the Hungarian siege of Treviso in late October 1356, Corner was sent back to Padua as Venice's envoy to ask Francesco il Vecchio da Carrara to grant free passage to Venetian troops being sent from the Romagna, but the lord of Padua refused the request.78 As a result of the peace made with Hungary in June 1358, Venice lost its Dalmatian colonies but kept its dominion over Treviso. To secure Emperor Charles IV's recognition of Venice's just claim to Treviso, a delegation of three diplomats—Lorenzo Celsi, Giovanni Gradenigo, and Marco Corner—was dispatched to Prague in the fall of 1359. When negotiations promised to prove long and difficult, Celsi was appointed to remain at the imperial court, while Gradenigo and Corner were recalled home. While passing through Habsburg domains, the two envoys were taken prisoner by the castellano of Segna, one Barbaro Regolo, who had seen one of his castles destroyed by Venetian forces during the recent war with Hungary. The affront to Venice's dignity elicited a storm of protest from the government. But Corner and Gradenigo were eventually freed after twenty months of captivity only through the intervention of Rudolf, the Habsburg duke of Austria, and arrived back in Venice on 19 September 1361.79 When in the following April the two statesmen petitioned the new doge Lorenzo Celsi and his council to have Venice pay the expenses they had incurred while in prison in Segna on state service, their request was flatly rejected, with only one councillor, Pietro di Antonio Morosini, dissenting.80
Also in April 1362, Marco Corner was again elected duke of Crete, but he refused to take office, perhaps out of pique at the treatment he had received at the hands of Doge Celsi and his councillors.81 Corner did, however, accept election that May as one of Venice's envoys to the papal legate, Cardinal Gil Albornoz, in Emilia, where he was heading a new league against the Visconti and local lords. Venice had been partial to the Visconti cause, maintaining its commercial relations with Lombardy and excommunicated lords in Emilia as well as threatening the pope's main ally, the Carrara lord of Padua. As a result, when Albornoz accused Venice of supporting the Ghibelline cause in Emilia, the envoys argued to have the papal legate drop any action against their city.82
On 11 December 1362 Marco Corner was elected ambassador, along with Pietro Trevisan and Maffeo Emo, to convey Venice's best wishes to the recently elected Pope Urban V at the papal court in Avignon.83 Shortly before the embassy left Venice at the end of January 1363, Marco Corner, a resident of the sestiere of Canareggio, was elected procurator of San Marco de supra, an office he was to relinquish only on his election to the dogeship itself.84 In spring 1364 he was elected one of five provveditori charged with repressing the rebellion on Crete, but he refused that office pleading poor health. Later that year he was one of three savi elected by the Senate to negotiate an end to the war in Friuli between the duke of Austria and the patriarch of Aquileia.85
5
 Doge Marco Corner, 1365-1368
Marco Corner had probably been among possible candidates for the dogeship since the election of Giovanni Dolfin in August 1356. After Celsi's death on 18 January 1365, Corner was elected to the Committee of XLI ducal electors who were empowered to elect the doge with a majority of twenty-five votes before he was presented for the nominal approval of the people acting in assembly.86 From among the forty-one nobles on the committee of ducal electors, the three most senior members were chosen to serve as priors to preside over the group with two junior members as secretaries to record its proceedings. First, each noble was permitted to nominate a candidate, writing the name on a slip that was then placed in an urn. The secretaries then surveyed the slips and consolidated the nominations, usually reducing the list to seven or eight candidates, and created a new slip for each noble nominated for the dogeship. Slips with the names of the nominees were then placed in a second urn, from which one was extracted by lot. If the slip contained the name of a member of the Committee of XLI, this man had to leave the chamber before the debate on the candidate began. After the discussion was concluded, the nominee was recalled and had an opportunity to reply to any accusations and defend his fitness for the post. At the end of the debate, each elector was given three ballots, each of a different color, to signify aye, nay, or uncertain, and placed one of the three in another urn (the pozzolo). The ballots were then counted, and if the candidate received twenty-five favorable votes, he became doge; if not, the whole process was repeated.
The election of Marco Corner on 21 July 1365 was particularly acrimonious.87 Corner had several enemies on the Committee of XLI, including Giovanni Dolfin, who was backing Giovanni Foscarini for the office. Dolfin criticized Marco Corner's candidacy on four grounds: his advanced age, his poverty, his friendship with foreign princes, and his family, including his numerous kin and the base origins of his Slavic second wife. Corner replied to each accusation with reason and vigor. He argued that although he was old, he had grown old in the service of Venice. He was poor because he had spent his life as a servant to the republic and, as an honest man, he had never taken any state money for his own needs. His friendship with foreign heads of state was the result of his numerous embassies undertaken for Venice's benefit, and were never formed for personal advantage. To be sure his wife was a commoner, but there was nothing odd in this since she was only one of many nonnoble wives married to Venetian nobles, and his numerous kin had always supported the Venetian state as he himself had done. Apparently the arguments worked. Marco Corner was elected doge by a bare majority of twenty-six votes. But as a safeguard Corner was required to relinquish the office if all six of the ducal councillors and a majority of the Maggior Consiglio voted not to approve the choice the ducal electors had made. In the event he won approval there as well and took office on 22 July 1365.
As doge, Marco Corner faced several issues for which his career had prepared him very well: end of rebellion in Crete, Venice's participation in the crusade against the Turks, the resumption of the Levantine trade, and relations with Venice's neighbors to the north—King Louis of Hungary, the patriarch of Aquileia, the Habsburg dukes of Austria, and the Holy Roman Emperor.88
Certainly the first great challenge of Corner's administration was the end of the rebellion in Crete. At the time of his election, the rebels still held a number of strongholds in the interior of the island, although by the end of 1365 Venice had recovered all of Crete's main fortresses and towns. But only after the end of his rule in 1368 did Venetian forces exterminate the main leaders of the rebellion, Giovanni Calegi and Tito Venier, who resisted to the end. It is small wonder that his tomb inscription mentions his role as the doge responsible for the final reconquest of Crete.89
As might be expected, as doge Marco Corner was only a lukewarm supporter of the new crusade launched by King Peter of Cyprus with the backing of Pope Urban V. As we have seen, Corner's eastern policy was marked by an attitude of accommodation with the Turks and especially favored trade with Alexandria, the chief port of the lands of the sultan of Egypt.90 At the beginning of his reign, Venice sent envoys both to the sultan to negotiate a resumption of trade with Egypt and Syria, especially in the then scarce commodity of cotton, and to the papal court at Avignon to secure trading privileges with Egypt. These were granted in June 1366, only to be suspended two months later by Pope Urban V acting on the request of the king of Cyprus. For a time war and the papal prohibition so curtailed Venetian trade and profits in the Levant that in November 1366 the Venetian government under Marco Corner flatly refused to provide vessels or carry arms for the crusading army of Peter of Cyprus and his allies. But relations with Urban V improved to the extent that the pope did permit Venice to send two galleys to Mamluk lands in January 1367. The next May Urban V licensed Venice to send twelve galleys and four cogs to Alexandria and other Mamluk ports, mainly for trade in cotton.
Venice's relations with King Louis of Hungary demonstrate an attitude of circumspect friendship. A ducal commission of May 1366 instructed Venice's new envoy to Hungary to secure favorable treatment for Venetian merchants in that realm, while promising to provide Louis with two to five galleys for his campaign against the Turks.91 In the event Louis of Hungary proved a reluctant crusader, ultimately rejecting Venice's offers of several galleys and pleading that he did not want to jeopardize Venice's relations with the Turks nor his own peace with the emperor of the Bulgarians. Marco Corner's dogeship evidenced similar attitudes of reconciliation and friendship with the dukes of Austria, the patriarch of Aquileia, and Charles IV of Bohemia. Having helped bring peace to Crete, Doge Marco Corner promoted trade and diplomacy in Venice's other relations.
Doge Corner was also eager to commemorate his rule in art and music. His most conspicuous act of patronage was commissioning Guariento's pictorial decoration of the Sala of the Maggior Consiglio in the ducal palace (now destroyed), consisting of a fresco cycle narrating the role of Doge Sebastiano Ziani in the reconciliation of Frederick Barbarossa and Pope Alexander III, and Guariento's depiction of Paradiso on the east wall. The doge took special credit for these paintings, which combined a special tribute to the Virgin with the celebration of Venice as an international power in the surviving inscription: "Marcus Cornarius dux et miles fecit fieri hoc opus."92
At the time of Marco Corner's coronation as doge and, more probably, for performance at his funeral in January 1368, there was composed a motet, "Marce, Marcus imitaris," celebrating his career and achievements. As the motet summarizes Corner's service to Venice, playing on the identity of his name with that of Venice's patron saint, and provides an early example of Renaissance self-fashioning, it is quoted in full, with an English translation.
		Marce, Marcus imitaris	Mark, you imitate Mark
		probitatis radio,	by the ray of your probity,
		nec ab ipso disgregaris	nor are you separated from him
		equitatis madio.	by the gift of your justice.
	5	Miles dignus approbaris	You are proven a worthy knight
		virtutum efficacia.	by the power of your virtues.
		Princeps iustus sublimaris	You are raised up a just ruler
		karismatum gratia.	by the grace of your benefits.
		Tu ducatus generosi	You, with the dignity of the dogeship,
	10	mundi pariferiam	circle about the periphery
		circumducis virtuosi	of the vigorous world
		ad prolem Corneriam.	for the offspring of the house of Corner.
		Tu michi benignitatis	You have stretched out
		manum porrexisti.	the hand of kindness to me.
	15	Tu Venetie dignitatis	You have added to
		gradum addidisti.	Venice's store of dignity.
		Sic celestis claritatis,	Thus, may God of celestial clarity,
		cui te commisisti,	to whom you have committed yourself,
		Deus augeat largitatis	increase the lily of bounty
	20	liliumque majestatis,	and of majesty
		quod pie meruisti. Amen.	that you have earned by your piety. Amen.93

Sung by a tenor and perhaps a countertenor, the motet "Marce, Marcus" could have been performed at Corner's inauguration as doge in July 1365. It begins with reference to Corner's knighthood and election because of his reputation as a just administrator. But since it follows with an explicit reference to his accomplishments as doge, the glories of his family, his service for Venice's honor, and (apparently) his entry into heaven, the motet was probably composed for his funeral. It represents the north Italian adaptation in the quattrocento of a French form for civic or honorific occasions, where the dedicatees were bishops and lords of cities as well as doges. That "Marce, Marcus" survives with similar honorific motets in more than one manuscript suggests it enjoyed at least limited circulation in Venice and the Veneto after Marco Corner's death.94
But Marco Corner's most conspicuous and artistically innovative attempt at memorialization after death was his tomb bearing his striking effigy in the Cappella Maggiore of SS. Giovanni e Paolo. As Debra Pincus states, this is "an eccentric work that breaks with Venetian ducal tomb traditions, relating, instead, to mainland currents."95 The mainland currents derived from Corner's service at the podestà of Padua for two terms (1337-1338 and 1355-1356) and his knowledge of the sumptuous tomb effigies of the Ubertino and Giacomo II da Carrara sculptured by Andriolo de' Santi, as well as the effigy of his father-in-law Enrico Scrovegni in the Arena Chapel. Though the tomb of Andrea Dandolo, installed fifteen years earlier in the Basilica of San Marco, marks the beginning of tomb effigies for Venetian doges, Corner's tomb aspired to greater magnificence by being surmounted by an imposing architectural feature housing the Virgin with Child flanked by four other statues in niches. These rounded figures, sculpted by Nino Pisano and his workshop, add a Tuscan element to the recumbent effigy tradition. Together, the three-dimensional religious figures and the lifelike effigy, complete with sword denoting Corner's prestigious knighthood, bespeak a search for grandeur and innovation that are exceptional.
In life and in death, Marco Corner's career confirmed his exceptional nature. He spent his life in state service with little concern for amassing his own personal fortune, or advantageous commercial ventures. His defense of his personal poverty as a result of unstinting state service thus seems more than rhetorical flourish. Dalmatia was his favorite territory; he knew and served Venice's interests in the region well, and took his second wife from the Slavic gentry of one of its minor cities. As a policy maker he favored more freedom and discretion for Venetian diplomats and officials in foreign parts. His personal experience of the need to act quickly and with independence ran directly counter to the Senate's propensity to micromanage its envoys and administrators. His personal knowledge of foreign heads of state was exceptional, ranging from the Carrara lords of Padua and the patriarch of Aquileia to the king of Hungary, the Holy Roman Emperor, and two popes. These international connections perhaps led to his election as doge, along with his advanced age that guaranteed his reign would be short. Finally, his long career in state service challenges the idea of the melding of public and private as a key to Venice's successful governance of its empire. Rather, Marco Corner emerges as Venice's first professional statesman and administrator, and this helps explain why at an opportune moment he became the indispensable doge.
Appendix
 Marco Corner's Career as a Venetian Office Holder
	Date noted	Approximate term	Office	Source(s)
	22 May 1327	Spring-summer 1327	Ducal councillor	Zago 1968, 56
	26 June 1328	Summer-fall 1328	Envoy to Persia	Predelli 1878, 26
	February 1329	Late winter-fall 1329	Bailo of Constantinople and Trebisonda	Cessi and Sambin 1960, 378
	January 1332		Savio for pact with Saracens in Venice	Cessi and Sambin 1960, 465
	16 September 1333	September 1333-September 1335	Count of Sebenico	Cessi and Brunetti 1962, 60
		Summer 1336	Captain in Scaliger War	Ravegnani 1983, 248
	March 1337		Diplomat in Scaliger War	Ravegnani 1983, 248-49
	19 June 1337		Captain in Scaliger War	Cessi and Bennato 1964, 220
	4 August 1337		Marsilio da Carrara as lord of Padua, witness	Cortusi 1941-1964, 85
	1 September 1337-28 February 1338		Podestà of Padua	Kohl 1998, 351; Cortusi 1941-1964, 87
		Summer 1338	Governor of mercenaries in Padovano	Piacentini 1931, 112; Cessi and Bennato 1964, 222
	11 February 1339	Spring 1339-early 1340	Capitano dei Paesanatici and podestà, San Lorenzo garrison, Istria	K227
	13 June 1340		Savio for Friuli dispute	K384; Predelli 1878, 87
	17 August 1340	Summer/fall 1340	Savio for Crete in Venice	K411
	6 February 1341	Late winter 1341	Savio of Paesanatici at San Lorenzo in Istria	K443
	19 May 1341	Summer 1341	Savio in Dalmatian affairs in Venice	K476
	16 October 1341		Savio in Trevisano	K542
	18 February 1342	Late winter 1342-spring 1344	Count of Sebenico	K573, K585, K664, K691, K890
	14 May 1344-18 August 1345		Count of Zara	K950; Cessi and Bennato 1964, 227
	29 September 1345	Autumn 1345	Savio for Zara War	K3713
	7 February 1346	Spring 1346	Ducal councillor, Venice	K2772
	23 May 1346	Spring-fall 1346	Savio for Istria	K3620
	June 1347-July 1348	June 1347-July 1348	Duke of Crete	Ratti Vidulich, 87, 91, 99, 102, 106
	Elected 12 March 1349	Spring 1349	Savio for Istria	K1300
	Elected 18 April 1349	Spring-summer 1349	Savio for Dalmatia	K1316, K1327, K1335, K1344, K1351
	25 August 1349	August-December 1349	Savio del Consiglio	SegV, register 1, f. 14r, # 697, K1379, K1382, K1405, K1414
	Elected 21 February 1350	Spring/summer 1350	Ambassador to Pope Clement VI	SegV, register 1, f. 14v, # 718
	Elected 8 October 1350	October-December 1350	Podestà of Capodistria	SegV, register 1, f. 33r, # 1560
	Elected 17 January 1351	January-May 1351	Council of XXV	SegV, register 1, f. 38v, # 1695
	Elected 8 May 1351	Spring-fall 1351	Ambassador to King Louis of Hungary	SegV, register 1, f. 40r, # 1876, K1537, K1541
	Elected January 1352 (1351 m.v.)	January-May 1352	Council of XXV	SegV, register 1, f. 60r, # 2787
	Elected 1 May 1352	Spring-fall 1352	Provveditore di armata in Third Genoese War	Cessi and Bennato 1964, 235; Lazzarini 1963, 49
	Elected 29 September 1352, but did not serve full year term	1 October 1352-January 1353	Senate	SegV, register 1, f. 65r, # 3195
		January 1353-March 1354	Ambassador to King Louis of Hungary and Emperor Charles IV	Ravegnani 1983, 249
		March-October 1354	Senate	SegV, register 1, f. 67v, # 3473
		November 1354-March 1355	Commissioner for Charles IV's descent into Italy	Lazzarini 1963, 129-30
	17-21 April 1355		Vice doge following execution of Marino Falier	Lazzarini 1963, 130
	1 September 1355-31 August 1356		Podestà of Padua	Kohl 1998, 352
	23 June 1356		One of five savi on war with Louis of Hungary	Cessi and Bennato 1964, 248
		19 September 1361	Envoy to Charles IV, held in prison in Austria	Ravegnani 1983, 250
	19 April 1362, but did not take office		Duke of Crete	SegV, register 2, f. 21r, # 1847
	Elected 19 April 1362	May-October 1362	Ambassador to Cardinal Albornoz	Ravegnani 1983, 250
	14 January 1363-21 July 1365		Procurator di San Marco (de supra)	Manfredi 1602, 52
	Elected 11 December 1362	January 1363-May 1363	Ambassador to Pope Urban V	SegV, register 2, f. 27r, # 2157
	Elected March 1364, but refused to take office		Provveditore for rebellion in Crete	Ravegnani 1983, 250
	20-21 July 1365		Committee of XLI ducal electors	Caresini 1922, 17
	22 July 1365-13 January 1368	22 July 1365-13 January 1368	Doge of Venice	Caresini 1922, 17-18
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1. Archivio di Stato di Venezia, Segretario alle Voci, Universi, registers 1-9.
2. The database remains an ongoing project, and there are many other sources yet to be included. Thus, the results given here are provisional, and I have for the most part drawn my examples from the period 1438-1458.
3. The words misti and universi reflect some ambivalence, as in the early modern era two separate series of registers were created for the elections in the Maggior Consiglio and Senate. Tiepolo, "Archivio di stato di Venezia," 905-6.
4. Special system records appear in the database registering blank pages or double pledgers.
5. On the electoral procedure and on the secretary himself, see Benjamin Kohl's essay.
6. To normalize people's names I followed the patterns of the tables in Chojnacki, "La formazione della nobiltà," 641-725. As for the normalization of names of uffici I use the Italian form from the guides of the Archivio di Stato; for local place names I used the appendix in Zannini, "L'impiego pubblico," 459-63. On the problem of normalization see also Salmini, "Tra norme e forme," 231-77.
7. We created a field in the database for the title of the elected person (ser, dominus, or [from register 7 on] nobilis vir) in order to not limit this information only to the diplomatic edition of the source. The title is missing in only 5 of 40,000 cases, 3 of them (members of the Memmo, Dandolo, and Malipiero clans) from the registers of the fourteenth century, created when "there prevailed a lack of clarity around the noble condition" (Chojnacki 1987). That is due more to the negligence of the scriptor than the real noble status of the elected person. See Chojnacki, "La formazione della nobiltà," 647, 679-86; see also Romano, Patricians and Popolani, 37-38.
8. On Balbi see Mueller, Venetian Money Market, 194-200.
9. Registers 1, 2, 3, and 5 were transcribed by Kohl; register 6 by Kohl and O'Connell; and registers 4, 7, 8, and 9 by Mozzato, who also unified the various transcriptions into a single database.
10. ASV, SegV, register 5, f. 33.
11. Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 233, 242-46. On the change from three to eight days see Muazzo, Historia del governo antico. I am grateful to Giorgio Pilidis for having put at my disposal his critical edition now in press.
12. ASV, SegV, register 4, f. 47r.
13. Muazzo, Historia del governo.
14. In her introduction Claudia Salmini (1999, 3) gives the following types of dates: elections (remansit electus), term for reaching the place of office (expeditio), entrance into office (intravit), regular exit from office (complevit), and date of the office's renewal by the secretary (tempus electionis).
15. One piece of evidence might be that of the registration of the Signori di Notte of Crete: it is not likely that the office holders elected in 1451 reached the island within ten days (the average difference between the first and second dates) given that even a speedy vessel would reach only Corfu in that time. On the length of the journey see Lane, Storia di Venezia, 98, and, more generally, Stöckly, Le système de l'incanto. On the Signori di Notte in Crete see O'Connell, Venice outside the Lagoon, 50-83. Only in the registers of the cinquecento, which are much more exact, is another date added—that of the expeditio, the time necessary to reach the destination.
16. ASV, SegV, register 4, ff. 12r, 153r.
17. ASV, SegV, register 4, f. 117v.
18. Chojnacki, "La formazione della nobiltà." See, for example, register 162 of the Balla d'oro.
19. Lane, Storia di Venezia, 218-19.
20. Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 24; Finlay, La vita politica, 106.
21. Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 25.
22. Chojnacki, "La formazione della nobiltà," 65.
23. Da Mosto, L'archivio di stato di Venezia, 1-2. See also Pozza, "La cancelleria," 365-87.
24. See Chojnacki, "Il raggiungimento della maggiore," 1:66; and Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 143.
25. See Finlay, La vita politica, 103-4.
26. In another context but always concerning the missing elections, see Finlay, La vita politica, 92.
27. ASV, SegV, register 4, f. 24r. However, the bad record keeping of the official registers was not a peculiarity of the ducal chancellery alone: at the beginning of the cinquecento a new office, the Savi alle Mariegole, was established with the task of putting in order the statutes of the guilds. See the preface to Mozzato, La Mariegola dell'Arte della Lana, iii-xxxvi.
28. In one of many possible examples, the Ufficiali sopra il Levante, an office with competence over the Levant trade, was once called Ufficiali sopra le ragioni di fuori e del levante, then simply Sopra Levante. The guide of the Archivio di Stato did not include all the offices, and neither is the list of offices elected in the Maggior Consiglio made by Da Mosto (L'archivio di stato, 37-38) on the basis of the registers of the Segretario alle Voci exhaustive. About the offices listed by Da Mosto, see also Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 200.
29. Cessi, "L'Officium de Navigantibus,'" 112, reprinted in idem, Politica ed economia di Venezia, 1952, and idem, La regolazione delle entrate.
30. Rösch, Der venezianische Adel, 175; Chojnacki, "In Search of the Venetian Patriciate," 6.
31. Zannini, "L'impiego pubblico," 432; Lane, Storia di Venezia, 26; Chojnacki, "La grande famille des nobles," 17.
32. See Zannini, "L'impiego pubblico," 41.
33. Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 68-69.
34. Zannini, "L'impiego pubblico," 437.
35. According to Cozzi and Giraldi there were 976 elected offices assigned every year from 1500 to 1550: 693 in the city, 152 in the Terraferma, and 131 in the Stato da Mar; Davis calculates between the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries 800 offices with 400 to 500 nobles employed; these statistics are quoted in Zannini, "L'impiego pubblico," 437, and Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 10; Schiavon, "Munera ed officia," 50, has estimated the number for the sixteenth century as nearly 900 offices. For the eighteenth century see Hunecke, Il patriziato veneziano.
36. Zannini, "L'impiego pubblico," 41.
37. Zannini, "L'impiego pubblico," 43.
38. In fact these offices are not present during these years (registers 5-6). Register 4 is the most nearly complete because it includes all the offices. From the beginning of the 1460s three registers were kept in parallel: the first for the reggimenti, the second for the magistrature, the third for the consigli. This series is complete for the years 1491-1520, but the register of the councils is missing for the earlier period.
39. Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 9.
40. Another fact that perhaps justifies the stronger controls over elections in this period is that demonstrated by Senate legislation of 1459, whereby the council sought to stop the dangerous habit of a man keeping an office, especially as governor or captain of a colony, by bequeathing to his son or other close relative the office—and of course its salary. Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 8, cited the case of Niccolò Ziani, who was appointed to the Cinque alla Pace "per sé e per suo figlio." These elections do not appear in our database because all the data concerning the Cinque alla Pace from 1455 to 1465 are missing, and most likely Ziani would not have been recorded because he broke the general principle imposed by the Senate.
41. The account represents a rounding down: some offices could be counted twice because of small problems in identifying them.
42. I do not take the years 1456 to 1464 into account because I estimated on average only forty offices, too few to be reliable.
43. At the beginning of the sixteenth century the system of indiscriminately registering the names in a single place, including the elections in the Maggior Consiglio and the Senate, changed with the creation of two distinct series: the Elezioni in Maggior Consiglio (registers 1-7, 1524-1596) and the Elezioni in Senato (registers A, 1503-1529, and 1-6, 1531-1601). These registers were at the center of the computer project "SAV," begun in the late 1970s by the Gruppo di Studio per l'Informatica degli Archivi di Stato Italiani. This data, comprising 47,000 records, links to another project called "Patriziato veneto," which computerized the data from the Libro d'oro delle nascite and the Libro d'oro dei matrimoni from the archive of the Avogadori di Comun. The "Patriziato veneto" was created between 1980 and 1987 under the direction first of Victor Crescenzi and then Claudia Salmini. Michela dal Borgo, Claudia Salmini, Alessandra Sambo, Alessandra Schiavon, and Elena Zolli all participated in the project as editors. About this previous experience in computerizing the registers of the Segretario alle Voci, see Schiavon, "Munera et officia," 49-63; Salmini and Zolli, "Elezioni del patriziato veneziano," 65-72; Salmini, "Munera ed officia," 65-81; Crescenzi, "Esperienze realizzate dal gruppo," 33-72; Crescenzi, "Esse de maiori consilio," 293-352.
44. Chojnacki, "Il raggiungimento," 65, calculates that around 1450 there were 286 offices in registers 4-6 of the Segretario alle Voci.
45. See Stahl, "A Prosopography of Medieval Venetian Mint Officials," 41-131.
46. In this sense, for the early modern era, see Grendler, "Leaders of the Venetian State"; Del Torre, Venezia e la Terraferma; and Viggiano, Governanti e governati.
47. See O'Connell, Venice outside the Lagoon, chapter 2.
48. See Muazzo, Historia del Governo; Zannini,"L'impiego pubblico," 420-25.
49. Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 204.
50. See Grubb, "Elite Citizens," 347-48.
51. ASV, Cancelleria Inferiore, Notai, b. 81, c. 405r.
52. Mueller, The Venetian Money Market, 650.
53. Mueller, "The Procurators of San Marco," 105-7.
54. On the Savi del Collegio, see Finlay, La vita politica, 241-44.
55. Marc'Antonio Barbaro, Arbori de' patritii veneti, 427.
56. Chojnacki, "La formazione della nobiltà," 71.
57. For instance, on the fideiussores of the seamen to recruiting, see Lane, Storia di Venezia, 200-201.
58. Muazzo, Historia del Governo.
59. Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 85.
60. Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 8.
61. See Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 189.
62. Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 85.
63. See Zannini, "L'impiego pubblico," 43.
64. I omitted the period 1446-1447 from the calculation because the parchment at f. 117v was torn, causing the loss of fifteen names. On the changing importance of the Senate compared with the Council of Ten, see Finlay, La vita politica, chapters 4 and 5.
65. Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 265-75; Lane, Storia di Venezia, 298.
66. Finlay, La vita politica, 5.
67. See Finlay, La vita politica, 93.
68. This aspect is relevant not in order to stress a regular constitutional anomaly, for which it is sufficient to think of the numerous causes for the conflict of jurisdiction in Collegio, but in order to illustrate how the database could be used to study the differences among members of the nobility.
69. Finlay, La vita politica, 92-93.
70. On the division of the nobility as a path of overlapping circles, see Zannini, "L'impiego pubblico," 425.
71. Finlay, La vita politica, 96.
72. See O'Connell, Venice outside the Lagoon, chapters 2 and 6.
73. Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 86-93. The first law on contumacia goes back to 1280.
74. Besta, "Il Senato veneziano," 86-87.
75. "Even though every year they vote for Senators, the Senate does not change, because the same ones are always elected and the election is a confirmation with an excellent objective, insituted to keep those who merit the continuation of the dignity by having served the patria well in office."
76. Muazzo, Historia del governo.
77. For the Contarini, see the election of September 1448 (Matteo di Benedetto, Leonardo, Andrea di Antonio, and Maddaleno); for the Morosini, see the election of August 1443 (Cristoforo, Marco di Nicolò, Giovanni di Nicolò, and Francesco di Pietro).
78. See Chojnacki, "Il raggiungimento," 59-62.
79. ASV, SegV, register 4, f. 151v; see also Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 269-71.
80. Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 203-84.
81. Besides Muazzo, Historia del governo, on the scrutinio, see Lane, Storia di Venezia, 303, and Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 181.
82. I did not match the list of the offices per scrutinium in the Senate on the basis of the Segretario alle Voci with the lists produced by Andrea Da Mosto (L'archivio di stato, 37-38). When the database is completed, it will be possible to know when an office ceased to be elected in the Maggior Consiglio. In other words, we will have a more accurate chronology of the electoral functions of the Senate.
83. See Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 11.
84. See Marco Gradenico di Pietro, ASV, SegV, register 4, f. 9r.
85. Chojnacki, "La formazione della nobiltà," 709-12, and idem, "Il raggiungimento."
86. Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 233, 242.
87. See Chojnacki, "Identity and Ideology in Renaissance Venice," 263-94.
88. Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 110; Lane, Storia di Venezia, 30.
89. Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 400.
90. Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 22.
91. ASV, SegV, register 4, f. 14r.
92. Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 231.
93. Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 246.
94. Da Mosto, L'archivio di stato, 139.
95. Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, 250.
96. See also Cassandro, "La curia di Petizion e il diritto processuale di Venezia," Archivio Veneto s. 5, 19 (1936): 72-144, and 20 (1937): 1-210.
97. Cases of absenteeism are attested for the fourteenth century, for example for the Ufficiali della Tavola dei Lombardi, a customs office: in taking care of their business these officers left the office for a long time and caused commodities in the warehouses waiting to be checked to spoil. ASV, Maggior Consiglio, Novella, f. 146v (copy) (22 March 1358). Also other nonnoble officers, like the gastaldi of the wool guild, were often absent during the fifteenth century, for illness or because fazente ochorenti a la zornata; Mozzato, La Mariagola dell'Arte, n. 554.
98. Romano and Martin, Venice Reconsidered.
99. See Queller, Il patriziato veneziano, chapter 5.
100. Giornali delle Tratte; one also thinks of the famous Florentine castato ("Online Catasto of 1427") based on the work of Herlihy and Christiane Klapisch-Zuber, now online at Brown University: Census and Property Survey of Florentine Dominions (www.stg.brown.edu/projects/catasto). See also Herlihy's important article "The Rulers of Florence," 353-80; and, more recently, Connell and Zorzi, Florentine Tuscany. See also the new study based on the Catasto database and forthcoming from the History E-Book Project, by R. Burr Litchfield, Florence Ducal Capital, 1530-1630.
Venetian Elections and Their Registration
 by Claudia Salmini
1. There were 293 offices, including uffici, consigli, and reggimenti, that were distributed by the Maggior Consiglio, for a total of almost 831 jobs, divided among intus (550) and foris (281). See Finlay, La vita politica, 87. A check of register 1 of the Maggior Consiglio's Segretario alle Voci confirms these figures. There were also 148 offices and magistracies distributed by the Senate in the first decades of the cinquecento (ASV Senate, register A).
2. The presence of registers of Propostae Maioris Consilii is attested toward the end of the duecento, the earliest mention from 1288.
3. To compare the role of the Venetian notary with notaries in other republics, see the entries in the four volumes of Tiepolo, Guida generale degli Archivi di Stato italiani, also available at www.maas.ccr.it/cgi-win/h3.exe/aguida/findex_guida. For Lucca, see Bongi, Inventario del R. Archivio di Stato in Lucca, 198-204, now partially available at archivi.beniculturali.it/ASLU/patrimonio/Pag1.html.
4. See BMV, Mss. it., cl. VII, 551 (7281), f. 101v-102r.
5. BMV, Mss. it., cl. VII, 551 (7281), f. 157r.
6. ASV, Compilazione leggi, Serie II, fasc. 17, Parte del Maggior Consiglio, 28 February 1281 (m.v.).
7. ASV, Maggior Consiglio, Indice e repertorio generale delle leggi, vol. 3, alla voce Segretario alle voci.
8. The series Decreti in the fondo SegV does not have the typical characteristics of a true normative series, in that it is comprised of decisions relating to single individuals or specific situations.
9. Chambers, "Merits and Money," 23-88.
10. ASV, Maggior Consiglio, Deliberazioni, Ursa, register 22, f. 120r, 14 September 1437.
11. ASV, Maggior Consiglio, Deliberazioni, Regina, register 23, ff. 1v-2r; Libro d'oro novissimo, VIII, ff. 1v-3v; 13 July 1455.
12. "Non abbia alcuna altra angaria, né non sia sottoposto ad alcuno  . . .  et che el zorno che se farà Gran Conseio el dicto nodar debbia apresentar in cheba una poliza di Rezimenti che compie [ . . . ] habiando el dicto noder ad inquirir et cercar quelli che non saranno andadi ai tempi debiti ai suoi Rezimenti." In cases of inefficiency, the penalty was extremely high: expulsion from the Chancellery and a fine of 100 gold ducats. For the elected who stole from their offices, the penalty was exclusion from all offices for five years and a fine of 200 ducats.
13. ASV, Miscellanea codici, I serie, Storia veneta, 15; Tassini, Cittadini, vol. 12, carte 1809-10; possibly pertaining to the citizen families originating in Chioggia; it might refer to the son of Gerardo, Grand Chancellor of Chioggia and primary guardian of the Scuola della Carità, but it might also refer to an Alvise Ruosa di Lazzaro, admitted to the Secret Chancellery in 1452; Neff, Chancellery secretaries in Venetian politics, 527-28. There is no mention, however, of an office responsible for keeping track of elections.
14. ASV, Maggior Consiglio, Deliberazioni, Stella, register 24, f. 111v; reported also in Libro d'oro novissimo, vol. 9, f. 146v: "El nodaro della cancellaria nostra deputado a veder e tuor in nota quando i magistrati et rezimenti compieno el tempo suo, sia tenuto et obligato in pena de ducati cinquecento e de privation dell'offizio, de presentar in cheba alla Signoria nostra ogni Maçor Consiglio avanti che el se deliberi de far electione, tutti quelli offitii et rezimenti che prima compino li tempi soi." Also, two years later on 30 June 1492, the Council of Ten proposed a reform to the way elections were carried out, and again in January 1516. On 15 January, the Council prescribed that two notaries could be present at elections, the following day, that only the Segretario alle Voci would be deputized to manage the ballots of canvas, as well as those of gold and silver. ASV, Libro d'oro novissimo, vol. 10, f. 121r and f. 122.
15. Parte CX 12 January 1531. This explains the files of proposals and registers of acceptance (CX filza 12).
16. ASV, Consiglio dei Dieci, Parti comuni, filza 12, 12 January 1531, and register 6, ff. 119v-120v.
17. The list is contained in the inventory of the source, edited by the present author.
18. (Translated from Latin): "Per autorità ed auspicio di Andrea Gritti principe sapientissimo / per mezzo di Andrea Franceschi cancellier grande / e per opera di Pietro Bressan addetto alla cancelleria secreta, / nell'anno della salvezza 1538."
19. ASV, Consiglio dei Dieci, Parti comuni, filza 13; request of Piero Bressan, conceded 14 July 1531.
20. ASV, cancellier grande, register 1, p. 19: Magni cancellarii Stella circa Notarios ad voces et regimina deputatos terminatio.
21. Nominated 25 April 1523. Grasolario died between 1 and 5 January 1531 and was succeeded by Angelo Sanson, brother of Lunardo, who entered the office 5 January of the same year. Ordines et regulae, carte 21v.; BMV, Tabelle nominative, f. 5r. On Lunardo, in 1531 the Consiglio dei Dieci voted unanimously to remove him from the chancellery, in objectively pitiless terms—for being in a physical condition that could provoke "nausea in he who saw it  . . .  lacking an eye and part of a nose with a deformed aspect  . . .  offending everyone's spirits." ASV, CX, Parti comuni, filza 13, 14 July 1531.
22. He then served as a notary in the Quarantia Criminal; see Sanudo, Diarii, 33, col. 397.
23. In some other contemporary cases, such as that of Giovanni Pietro Stella or Andrea Franceschi, both were destined to become Grand Chancellors. He entered the Chancellery with an "extrordinary" appointment, and he became an "ordinary" chancellor in 1524. BMV, Tabelle nominative  . . . , f. 4v.
24. Felix Gilbert, "The Last Will," 502-17.
25. Sanudo, Diarii, 48, col. 71 (12 June 1528); on Domizio Palladio Sorano, see Martini, Domitius Palladius Soranus, poeta. Martini cites elegies dedicated to Gaspare Biondo, son of Flavio, and Sorano was also very close to Pomponio and Sabellico. See also Cosenza, Biographical and Bibliographical Dictionary, vol. 3, n. 2555. The connection between Piero Grasolario and his brother Jacopo (Giacomo), from the parish of Sant'Aponal, cancelliere inferiore of the doge and humanist student of Giorgio Merula; see Cosenza, supra, vol. 5, n. 851; Degli Agostini, Notizie istorico-critiche, 2:589-94.
26. Sanudo, Diarii, 44, col. 80; 13 February 1528. Sanudo highlights the decision—in his opinion contra la leze—taken by the Signoria that day.
27. ASV, Consiglio dei Dieci, Parti comuni, filza 2, n. 36; petition heard by the Consiglio dei Dieci 20 September 1525; Sanudo, Diarii, 39, col. 452 (20 September 1525); col. 470 (25 September 1525); col. 478 (27 September 1525). In November 1529 Grasolario won a large sum (3000 ducati) in the lottery. Sanudo, Diarii, 52, col. 242.
28. "Annotationum regiminum, officium, atque consiliorum omnium, quae in dies creantur et eliguntur tam in Maiori Consilio quam in Senatu, pariterque plegiorum seu fideiussionum, temporum creationis, discessus et termini uniusquisque magistratus tam hic Venetiis quam foris in universo Veneto illustrissimo Dominio, ut ex suis propriis libris videre est." ASV, Collegio, Notatorio, register 21, f. 120r. The text was annotated on 5 January in the hand of the same Andrea Franceschi.
29. BMV, Mss. It., cl. VII, 551 (7281), ff. 101v and 102r. Cessi, I registri delle deliberazioni, 3:xvi, n. 2: "Il compilatore del codice marciano it. VII 551, che ha messo insieme documenti e memorie della storia veneziana fino alla fine del secolo XIII [ . . . ] ha utilizzato anche il 'liber universus', ora smarrito, il quale [ . . . ] conservava le liste delle elezioni del Maggior Consiglio dal 1264 al 1295."
30. The project "Segretario alle Voci" was directed by the Gruppo di studio per l'informatica degli Archivi di Stato italiani, created by the Ministero per i Beni Culturali e Ambientali, Ufficio Centrale Beni Archivistici, in the second half of the 1970s.
31. The principal information regarding the offices is annotated in a schematic form, in general at the head of the page, and carried over: the name of the office; the manner of election; the position's duration, usually expressed in months; the requirements for eligibility; references to deliberations regarding the office and, rarely, the text in exenso of these deliberations; the number of members and other specifications. For each office, the elected was registered by the date of his election; the information appears in columns, indicating each with its own specific idiom, following a repetitive and constant form.
The main information given for each elected official is the date of election (remansit [electus]); personal name, cognomen, and patronymic of the elected; the date of expeditio, or the time allowed to reach the place of the office; the date of entry into office (intravit); the date on which the office should end (complevit); the date before the secretary had to prepare the renewal of the office (tempus electionis). The latter is the only element that from the beginning was clearly not present. Often, information about the elected, from his political career to personal situation, was indicated in the column dedicated to the expeditio, for instance: specifications of munus; election to another office (often indicated briefly or with a symbol); the refusal of the nomination (refutavit), sometimes accompanied by the reason or the date; the indication of who the elected was going to replace (in loco de); in cases of a temporary suspension or delay in the entry to the office, a temporary substitution (riserva del luogo or restituzione del luogo); specific legislative provisions relating to the individual or the office; notations of deaths, illnesses, and so on.
32. The first problem was to physically locate a machine from among unused but still functioning models that was able to read and process the data on tapes of a certain format and density. The second difficulty, of a purely archivistic nature, depended on the impossibility of distinguishing which was the current and complete copy from among the various tapes related to the SAV, which had been labeled by hand in ink on the outer envelope, but on the interior apparently identical. Here a worrying phenomenon came up, which has been well noted and criticized in many international scientific publications and revealed by many American public administrations: the total inadequacy of archival systems for magnetic tapes, without those internal tags (that today are classified as indispensable meta-data) that normally give the name of the file, the date the file was recorded, and its size. This negative aspect of the system used to archive and conserve the magnetic IBM tapes (or more accurately, the data belonging to the agencies that made the service contract with IBM in the '70s and '80s) was confronted and paradoxically resolved only thanks to the handwritten notebooks in which the staff of the Archivio di Stato di Venezia responsible for the registration of data kept track of the order and the dates on which the records and the updates had been sent to Rome. In this way, it was possible to reestablish which was the most complete copy, to transfer the sequential data set from the original version to the version created for the CDS/ISIS mainframe, and from this to create an initial version appropriate for a personal computer.
33. This stage represents a necessary step for the eventual completion of the project Patriziato Veneziano, in which the data on births and marriages of Venetian patricians from two different series of the Avogaria di Comun are united. This process requires serious reflection, not only to consider the time spent in order to achieve any result at all, but above all for the grave implications about the security, conservation, and length of time entrusted to magnetic memory. One must also consider the fact—common for many aspects of many public offices—of the almost complete absence of technical structures appropriate to manage normally the programming and maintenance of data. This insecurity is particularly worrying in the archivistic sector, where theoretically the job of giving precise indications for all the offices of public administration would lie. For the problems deriving from the construction of an appropriate computer system, and for the objective difficulty presented by sources in textual form and the automatic recovery of information in an indexed, no longer textual, form, see Salmini, "Tra norme e forme," 231-77. The difficulty we encountered in normalizing personal names and houses of the Venetian patriciate, one of the best documented and studied classes, rich with biographical information, seems particularly significant.
Class History
 by Monique O'Connell
1. For the history of genealogy, see Klapisch-Zuber, "L'invention du passé familial," 19-35; idem, "Le travail généalogique," 37-58; and idem, L'ombre des ancêtres; Spiegel, "History, Historicism, and the Social Logic," 59-86.
2. Stone, "Prosopography," 49.
3. Namier, Structure of Politics; Stone, Crisis of the Aristocracy.
4. There are countless studies across a wide variety of fields that use prosopography; I mention here only a few of the most influential and/or representative: Syme, Roman Revolution; Ottokar, Il commune di Firenze; Ago, "Burocrazia, 'Nazioni,' e Parentele," 73-97; Hallman, Italian Cardinals; Petry, Civilian Elite of Cairo; Kunt, Sultan's Servants. For further bibliography on the Ottoman state, see Faroqhi, "Civilian Society and Political Power," 109-17.
5. See, for instance, the Prosopography of the Later Roman Empire (PLRE); Prosopographie chrétienne du bas-empire (PCBE); Prosopography of the Byzantine Empire (PBE); Prosopographie der mittelbyzantinischen Zeit (PMBZ); and Prosopography of Anglo-Saxon England (PASE). For a more comprehensive list of prosopographical and biographical resources for the medieval world, as well as a history of the use of prosopographical methods in that field, see Beech, "Prosopography," 151-83.
6. Millet, Informatique et prosopographie; Genêt and Bulst, Medieval Lives and the Historian; Genêt and Lottes, L'Etat moderne et les élites.
7. Herlihy and Klapisch-Zuber, Les Toscans et leurs familles; see also Klapisch-Zuber's more recent consideration of the relationship between historical demography and prosopography in "Quelques réflexions," 29-36.
8. Herlihy, Litchfield, and Molho, Florentine Renaissance Resources. See also the new study based on the Catasto database and forthcoming from the History E-Book Project, by R. Burr Litchfield, Florence Ducal Capital, 1530-1630.
9. Molho, Marriage Alliance in Late Medieval Florence; Herlihy, "The Rulers of Florence, 1282-1530," reprinted in Herlihy, Women, Family and Society, 353-80.
10. Najemy, "Politics: Class and Patronage," 126.
11. Chittolini, "The 'Private,' the 'Public,' the State," 34-61; idem, La crisi degli ordinamenti comunali.
12. Chojnacki, "In Search of the Venetian Patriciate," 47-90; idem, "La formazione della nobiltà," 641-725. Chojnacki relies not on a single source to come up with his lists, but a judicial balance of several different types of official sources: the Maggior Consiglio, office holding, and Estimo of 1379. See Romano and Martin, "Reconsidering Venice," 17, for an assessment of the importance of Chojnacki's contribution.
13. Cowan, The Urban Patriciate; Rösch, Der venezianische Adel; Hunecke, Il patriziato veneziano.
14. Grubb, "Elite Citizens," 339-64; Tucci, "Carriere popolane e dinastie," 817-51.
15. Herlihy, "Rulers of Florence"; Kent, "The Florentine Reggimento in the Fifteenth Century," 575-638; Pesman Cooper, "The Florentine Ruling Group," 71-129.
16. Del Torre, Venezia e la terraferma, 224-26.
17. Zannini, "L'impiego pubblico," 415-63.
18. Stahl, "Prosopography of Medieval Venetian Mint Officials," 41-131; Viggiano, Governanti e governati, 51-146.
19. Grendler, "The 'Tre Savii sopra Eresia' 1547-1605," 283-340; idem, "Leaders of the Venetian State, 1540-1609," 35-86.
20. Girgensohn, Kirche, Politik und adelige Regierung.
21. Finlay, Politics in Renaissance Venice; see also Cozzi, "Authority and the Law," 293-345.
22. Queller, The Venetian Patriciate. Several reviewers have already questioned Queller's use of legislative and judicial sources; see Chojnacki, "Review," 599-602; Benjamin Kohl, "Review," 707-9; Edward Muir, "Review," 288-91.
23. See Kohl's introduction to the database; for a complete list of offices elected in the Senate, see Da Mosto, L'archivio di stato di Venezia, 1:39.
24. Finlay, Politics in Renaissance Venice, 87.
25. Da Mosto, L'archivio di stato di Venezia, 1:36. The earliest Zonte had 20 members, which grew to 40 in 1413 and 60 in 1450. The Senate's Zonta did not become permanent until 1506.
26. Cozzi, La Repubblica di Venezia, 1:108-9; Finlay, Politics in Renaissance Venice, 66-67. Finlay says that during the 1499-1503 war with the Ottomans, the Maggior Consiglio used elections to the Zonte to punish the Senate, refusing to elect Primi della terra or electing people who supported popular policies.
27. Link to http://www.stg.brown.edu/projects/tratte/doc/NNcoding.html.
28. Raines, "Office Seeking, Broglio," 137-94.
29. BMV, Ital. cl. VII 198 (8383).
30. This subject has proved a fruitful avenue for investigation in the Florentine domains as well; see De Angelis, "Territorial Offices and Officeholders," 165-82; Salvadori, "Gli ufficiali estrinseci fiorentini," 213-24; and Varanini, "Gli ufficiali veneziani," 155-79.
31. Zannini, "L'impiego pubblico," 437.
32. Lane, A Maritime Republic, 226; Finlay, Politics in Renaissance Venice, 174-75.
33. Cozzi, "Authority and the Law," 298-99.
34. Queller, The Venetian Patriciate, 30.
35. Todesco, "Andamento demografico," 119-64.
36. 15 June 1442, Maggior Consiglio, Ursa, f. 142 v; cited in Queller, The Venetian Patriciate, 41-43.
37. Diana G. Wright's dissertation on Bartolomeo Minio gives a vivid picture of the difficulties of the position; see Wright, "Bartolomeo Minio," 1-235. See also Scarabello, "Nelle relazioni dei rettori veneti," 485-91; Viggiano, Governanti e governati.
38. Grubb, Firstborn of Venice, 6-27; Law, "Verona and the Venetian State," 9-22; Karapidakes, Civis fidelis, 63.
39. For Darmer: Misti, register 34, f. 11r (28 May 1372, patron Romania Galleys); K2647 (31 March 1380, savi); Misti, register 37, f. 54r (3 March 1382, savi); Misti, register 37, f. 95r (14 July 1382, ambassador to Constantinople); K2924 (1 July 1384, savio di Mestre); SegV register 3, 1r (2 October 1384, ducal councillor); SegV register 3, f. 24r (13 November 1384, podestà of Capodistria); SegV, register 3, f. 30v (27 May 1385, rector of Canea); SegV register 3, 34r (11 August 1387, senator); SegV, register 3, 1r (3 November 1387, ducal councillor); Misti, register 41, f. 6r, and SegV register 3, f. 24r (30 May 1389, podestà of Capodistria); Misti, register 41, f. 91r (5 July 1390, ambassador to Constantinople); Misti, register 41, f. 123v and f. 135v-36r (20 January 1391 and 27 April, savi); Misti, register 42, f. 114v copia, K1614 (1 April 1392, bailo di Corfu); Misti, register 43, f. 81r (1 October 1394, Savi del Consiglio). Another example is Vito da Canal; see Girgensohn, Kirche, Politik und adelige Regierung; 2:626-39. He was podestà of Verona in 1416, captain of Verona in 1422, returned to Venice as a Savio di Terraferma, consigliere, and Avogador di Commun from 1423-1430. From 1431 to 1433 he served as captain in Zara, returned as a councillor and Savio di Terraferma again in 1433-1434, and served as captain of Crete in 1435-1437, returned, and was a councillor again in 1438-1445. Another example is Roberto Morosini: see Girgensohn, Kirche, Politik und adelige Regierung, 2:920-31.
40. K3051 (23 April 1387, provveditore di Corfu); Chrystomedes # 63 (4 February 1390, provveditore di Argos); K3298 (14 November 1392, provveditore di Durazzo); on his return, Contarini served as a Savio del Consiglio, K4355.
41. Dandolo had previously served in a number of important posts, including ambassador to Hungary during the delicate period after King Louis's death: K2882, 6 July 1383; K2794 (22 April 1382, Tenedos); K3051 (23 April 1387, provveditore di Corfu); SegV register 3, f. 31r (21 August 1387, bailo di Negroponte); Misti, register 42, f. 66v (3 November 1391, provveditore di Treviso); K3286 (20 July 1392, captain of the Gulf); Misti, register 43, f. 61r (27 August 1394, podestà di Argos).
42. Tagliaferri, "Elenco Generale," vols. 4 and 9; Girgensohn, Kirche, Politik und adelige Regierung, 2:709-24; and Gullino, "Fantino Dandolo."
43. Tagliaferri, "Elenco Generale," vol. 4 (Padua); Hopf, Chroniques gréco-romaines, 371-72 (Negroponte); Tagliaferri, "Elenco Generale," vol. 1 (Udine).
44. Tagliaferri, "Elenco Generale," vol. 7 (Vicenza); idem, "Elenco Generale," vol. 9 (Verona).
45. Tagliaferri, "Elenco Generale," vols. 4 and 9; for Marino's complete career, see Girgensohn, Kirche, Politik und adelige Regierung, 2:842-51.
46. Gambino, "Iacopo Gradenigo," 330-32.
47. For Morosini: SegV, register 3, f. 31v (3 July 1384, consul in Alexandria); SegV, register 3, f. 30v (9 April 1387, rector of Rethimno); Hopf, Chroniques gréco-romaines, 392-93 (Corfu); Tagliaferri, "Elenco Generale," vol. 9 (Verona); Tagliaferri, "Elenco Generale," vol. 4 (Padua); BMV It. VII 198 (8383), f. 150r (Zara); Noiret, Documents Inédits, 556 (Crete).
48. Hopf, Chroniques gréco-romaines, 378-82 (Modon and Coron); ibid., 392-93 (Corfu); Valentini, Acta Albanica, n. 1273; Misti, register 47, f. 133r (9 August 1407, captain of the Gulf); Tagliaferri, "Elenco Generale," vol. 4 (Padua). For Caravallo's complete career, see Girgensohn, Kirche, Politik und adelige Regierung, 2:647-63. Another example is Tommaso Mocenigo, future doge, who went from being a savio to duke of Crete (1403-1405) directly to rector of Padua (1405-1406).
49. For Trevisan, see Girgensohn, Kirche, Politik und adelige Regierung, 2:983-97.
50. Girgensohn, Kirche, Politik und adelige Regierung, 2:599-604, reconstructs Arimondo's career in some detail.
51. 7 February 1395, Maggior Consiglio, Leona, f. 80v.
52. 2 December 1408, Maggior Consiglio, Leona, f. 180r; 14 August 1410, Maggior Consiglio, Leona, f. 198v-199r.
53. 30 November 1428, Maggior Consiglio, Ursa, f. 82v; 16 March 1432, Maggior Consiglio, Ursa, f. 96v; 29 June 1443, Maggior Consiglio, Ursa, f. 151v; 25 June 1450, Maggior Consiglio, Ursa, f. 178r.
54. Zannini, "L'impiego pubblico," 420.
The Indispensable Doge of Trecento Venice
 by Benjamin G. Kohl
1. Sanudo, Vitae ducum Venetorum.
2. Strong on political and administrative history, Romanin's work, first published in 1855-1860, is often cited in entries of Venetian figures written for the Dizionario biografico degli Italiani. The section on Marco Corner (Romanin, Storia documentata di Venezia, 3:229-35) was, for example, used extensively by Giorgio Ravegnani (see note 7 infra).
3. See Da Mosto, I dogi di Venezia, which provides details on family, personality, and funeral arrangements and private life of the doges. First published in 1939, it was reissued in 1960 and 1977. Despite its obvious shortcomings for political and administrative history, it remains the only modern treatment of the lives of all the doges of Venice.
4. Lazzarini, Marino Falier, first published as three long articles in Nuovo archivio veneto in the 1890s and reissued some six decades later as a book edited by his son, Lino Lazzarini. That this study remains the best treatment of a trecento doge indicates the work to be done on Venetian political history in the early Renaissance. For doges of the quattrocento three historians, Giovanni Gullino, Dennis Romano, and Dieter Girgensohn, are at work on studies of Francesco Foscari and his family.
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Glossary
Admiral (Italian: admiraglio). Title given to three distinct offices: 1. admiral of the fleet, selected by the captain of a fleet, who was elected by the Maggior Consiglio, to advise him in nautical matters; 2. in the Arsenale (q.v.), the highest paid permanent official was called admiral after about 1376; 3. the official in charge of pilotage from the Arsenale to the port of San Niccolò.
Alexandria, or Egypt, galleys. Trade with Egypt was banned by the papacy in 1322 and permitted again in 1344; loading was at Venice in July, with return from Egypt in October.
Armatori (Latin: armatores). Private people who were responsible for outfitting and arming a galley and enlisting its crew. See also Armentur per divisum; Officiales super Armamento; Special persons.
Armenia galleys. From 1322 to the 1340s galleys were sent to trade in Lesser Armenia as substitutes for Egypt galleys. See also Alexandria, or Egypt, galleys.
Armentur per Comune. Order that in outfitting ships the Arsenale supply the ships, the state treasurers provide coins for payroll, and government officials enlist the crews.
Armentur per divisum. Order that ships be outfitted by private people, or partnerships, who furnish and outfit ships and enroll their crews. See also Special persons.
Arsenale. Venice's public shipyard and armory.
Auditori vecchi delle sentenze. Court of appeal from Venetian courts and sentences of Venetian governors within the Dogado (q.v.); the three auditors originally introduced appeals in civil cases to the Quarantia (q.v.).
Avoccati. Public attorneys who pled cases before the Giudici del Proprio, the Giudici di Petizion, and other ordinary courts in the ducal palace. See also Corti del Palazzo.
Avoccati per Tutte le Curie. A group of eight nobles chosen from the Maggior Consiglio who pled cases before the courts that met occasionally in the ducal palace.
Avogadori di Comun. Board of three magistrates who were the chief law officers of Venice and whose judicial functions included those of the state's attorneys.
Avogaria. The magistracy of the Avogadori di Comun, who were the attorneys general of Venice, enjoying the right of entry into every council of government and charged with redacting Venice's legislative acts and overseeing admission to the Maggior Consiglio, among other duties.
Bailo. Title of some of Venice's colonial governors, including the consuls in Constantinople, Cyprus, and Negroponte, who also acted as judges over civil disputes among Venetian citizens. Also used for head official on Tenedos, and at Corfu and Durazzo when these possessions were added to Venice's empire at the end of the trecento. See also Count; Podestà.
Balestrieri. Generic term for bowmen or archers.
Balestrieri della popa. Crossbowmen of the quarterdeck. Young Venetian nobles chosen to serve as bowmen on vessels to gain experience in trade, seamanship, and war.
Ban. Official over a large territory in the western Balkans, such as the ban of Bosnia, Croatia, and Slavonia, often held from the king of Hungary.
Banate (or banovina). Territory ruled by a ban.
Barbarella. A lottery held by the doge each year on the Feast of Santa Barbara (December 4), in which one-fifth of the young noblemen aged between twenty and twenty-five became eligible to sit and vote in the Maggior Consiglio. The losers in the Barbarella had to wait until the next lottery or the reaching of twenty-five to enter the Maggior Consiglio.
Black Sea galleys. Two galleys sent from Constantinople to Tana or Trebisonda after 1322. Service to Tana was suspended in 1344 because of mistreatment of Venetian merchants; renewed in the 1380s.
Bollette. Balls of wax or cloth used as ballots in elections in the Maggior Consiglio.
Bucintoro. Doge's ceremonial barge; also a ship of those large dimensions.
Camera degli Imprestiti (Latin: camera imprestitorum). The Loan Office—that is, the treasury or bond office responsible for levying shares and paying interest on the public-funded debt. See also Monte.
Camera del Frumento. See Grain Office.
Camerlenghi di Comun (Latin: camerarii). Magistrates who acted as state treasurers, receiving revenues from customs and excise duties and other sources.
Cancellier grande. Grand chancellor or chamberlain, the head of the central chancery, the highest post in Venice's government open to a citizen, as opposed to a noble, who was elected for life, with authority over composition and storage of most important government documents, including treaties, laws, and minutes of the Maggior Consiglio, Senate, and other councils.
Capi dei Dieci. The three heads of the Council of Ten, elected every month to serve as the leaders of that body.
Capi dei Sestieri. Heads of each of the six divisions of Venice, responsible for aiding the Signori di Notte (q.v.) in maintaining public order.
Capi della Quarantia. Three elected heads of the Council of Forty, who, together with the doge and six ducal councillors, comprised the Signoria.
Capitolare(i). Rule book that contains legislation defining the duties and powers of one of the Venetian magistracies.
Captain (Latin: capitaneus). Fleet commander of various convoys or fleets, as to Flanders, Romania, and the Levant. See also Admiral; Patron.
Captain General (Latin: capitaneus generalis). Highest naval commander.
Captain of the Gulf (Latin: capitaneus culfi). Official in charge of Venetian shipping and armed vessels within the Adriatic.
Castellano. Guardian of a castle and governor of a castellany, and Venice's chief ruler over its strongholds at Modon and Coron.
Cattaveri. A magistracy of three officials with several functions, including the recovery of public property (the goods of those who died intestate) for pilgrims to the Holy Land.
Censori. Magistrates first appointed in 1517 to seek out and punish attempts to exercise improper influence over elections.
Cinque della Pace (Latin: Quinque pacis). Board of five magistrates, created early in the thirteenth century, with jurisdiction over crimes of the populace and social unrest.
Citizenship, Venetian. Award of Venetian citizenship was often limited, granted to foreigners after a long term of residence, with the ability to trade within the city (de intus), or both within Venice and abroad (cittadantia de intus et de extra), under the authority of the Provveditori di Comun (q.v.).
Cog (Italian: coche). Round sailing ship.
Colleganze. Profit-sharing limited partnerships between an investor, or sleeping partner (Latin: stans), and traveling merchants who trade (Latin: procertans).
Collegio. The cabinet of the Senate, which emerged as main policy-making board by the middle of the trecento, composed of the Signoria and two permanent boards of Savi agli Ordini and del Consiglio. When the Savi di Terraferma were added early in the fifteenth century it came to be called "Pien Collegio."
Collegio alle Biave. Board responsible for provisioning the city and charged with administration of the Grain Office (q.v.); after 1349, composed of the doge, ducal council, and "ufficiali al frumento."
Commissioni. Statement of duties, usually issued in the name of the doge, for rectors and other officials of the Terraferma cities and overseas dominions, also for ambassadors, envoys, and other representatives of the Venetian government.
Consiglieri ducali. The six ducal councillors were elected one from each sestiere and served for a term of eight months. The terms were staggered so that three councillors were elected from the two halves of Venice: Castello, San Marco, and Canareggio, north of the Grand Canal (de citra); and Dorsoduro, San Polo, and Santa Croce, south (de ultra). They supervised the actions of the doge and with him formed the Minor Consiglio, and with the three Capi della Quarantia, the Signoria of Venice. See also Ducal Council.
Consiglio dei Dieci. See Council of Ten.
Consiglio dei Pregadi. See Senate.
Consoli dei Mercanti. Board charged with supervision of ships and shipping, setting prices at auctions of galleys, and rules for loading and prohibition of overloading.
Constantinople and Upper Romania galleys. Sailed almost every year in the trecento, with loading for return to Venice 15 March to 15 April, and 15 September to 31 October.
Contumacia. Period of enforced retirement from a public office, usually for one term, to ensure an official did not succeed himself in that office, and thus serve continuously.
Correttori ducali. Five prominent nobles elected at the death of each doge to prepare corrections of and amendments to the promissione ducale of the next doge, for approval by the Maggior Consiglio. See also Promissione ducale.
Corti del Palazzo. The six ordinary courts that heard cases on a regular basis in the ducal palace. See also Giudici del Forestier; Giudici del Men; Giudici del Mobile; Giudici del Procurator; Giudici del Proprio; Giudici di Esaminador.
Council of Forty. See Quarantia.
Council of Ten. Created in 1310 following the Tiepolo conspiracy, the Ten were charged with detecting and trying cases of treason and crimes against the state; the council met with the doge and the ducal council.
Count. Title of Venice's head official in its Dalmatian cities, including Nona, Pago, Arbe, Sebenico, Spalato, Traù, and Zara, before these were lost to Hungary in 1358. Also used to denote Croatian and other Slavic rulers.
Curia di Petizion. See Giudici di Petizion.
Customs officials. See Extraordinary officials; Tavola del Mar; Tavola di Lombardia; Ternaria; Visdomini.
Cyprus galleys. Begun in 1322, the galleys were suspended in 1372, with Genoa's control of the island. Sailed in February with loading for return to Venice on 15-31 March, and in July with return on 13-31 September.
Dazio, plural: dazii (Latin: dacium, pl. dacia). Customs and excise duties on basic products, such as grain, flour, oil, and wine, levied both in Venice and all its colonies. See also Visdomini.
Despot. An honorary court title of the Byzantine empire, sometimes given to the holder of a territory, such as the despot of Epirus or of Bulgaria.
Doge. Venice's chief of state, elected for life.
Ducal Council, also Minor Council, or Council of Six. The six councillors of the doge, elected one per sestiere, who with the doge and three Capi della Quarantia formed the Signoria by the early fourteenth century. See also Consiglieri ducali.
Ducale. Public act of the Signoria (often a letter from the doge) written in solemn form on parchment with seal appended.
Ducat. Gold coin of Venice, first minted in 1282, used for payment of large sums for embassies, annual or monthly salaries of mercenaries and officials, and in international trade.
Duke of Crete (Duca di Candia). Governor of Crete (called "duca," as opposed to "doge"), who governed Crete for a term of two years with the aid of two councillors.
Extraordinary officials (Latin: extraordinarii). Officials created expressly in 1302 to collect freight payments and customs from communally operated galleys, thus, one of several boards on maritime affairs (q.v.).
Fideiussores. Guarantors who served as sureties to carry out the duties of an office or terms of a contract, in case the principal was not able to do so. Also called the plezius.
Flanders galleys. Begun in 1314, but suspended in 1338 with outbreak of the Hundred Years' War, renewed briefly in 1358-1359 and in 1374-1376, and in 1384 into the quattrocento.
Fondaco dei Tedeschi. Warehouse located next to the Rialto where the German mercantile community resided and traded in Venice, under supervision of Venetian customs officials called "visdomini" (q.v.).
Fondo. In this context, the most basic series of documents in the Archivio di Stato, Venezia. For example, the fondo: Segretario alle Voci.
Galere di Armenia. See Armenia galleys.
Galere di Romania Bassa. See Lower Romania galleys.
Galleys. Ships propelled by oars and sail. Great galleys (galee grosse) were merchant galleys. Light galleys (galee sottile) usually denoted war galleys.
Gastaldi. Also called "gastaldo ducali," these were Venetian citizens chosen by the doge to oversee and carry out his orders, acting for the Venetian government, such as executions. See also Sopragastaldi.
Giudici del Forestier. Formerly the Giudici di comun, this magistracy had jurisdiction over cases among foreigners and Venetians, and eventually on matters concerning seamen, maritime law, and the divisions of ships' cargoes.
Giudici del Men (Giudici del Grande Salario). Magistrates with jurisdiction over minor cases or disputes concerning matters under ten lire.
Giudici del Mobile. Magistrates with jurisdiction over civil cases of under 50 lire, later 50 ducats, and on disputes concerning movables and cases on marriage contracts lacking two witnesses.
Giudici del Procurator. Magistrates with jurisdiction over cases in which the Procurators of San Marco were plaintiffs or defendants in their role of trust officials over wards and the administration of testaments.
Giudici del Proprio. Originally the old "curia ducis," with broad jurisdiction; by the trecento this magistracy handled questions of zoning, leases, housing, and other property matters, including questions of widows petitioning for their dowries. They also held jurisdiction over criminal matters referred by the Signori di Notte (q.v.).
Giudici di Creta. Before 1490, magistrates elected in Venice to serve on courts of first instance in Crete. After 1490, the office was filled partially by nobles elected from among the island's residents.
Giudici di Esaminador. A law court particularly concerned with the transfer of property.
Giudici di Petizion (Judges of the Petition). Judges who handled questions of debts, breaches of contracts, including the colleganze (q.v.), and other commercial matters.
Giudici di Piovego. Magistracy with jurisdiction over canals, quays, bridges, public streets, and for a time, also over usury and heresy.
Giudici per tutte le Curie. Three judges chosen from the Maggior Consiglio who heard cases before the courts as needed in the ducal palace. See also Corti del Palazzo.
Giustizia Vecchia. Magistrates with jurisdiction over the craft guilds, fair prices for various commodities (including food and wood), and weights and measures.
Grain Office (Camera del Frumento). Magistracy in charge of provisioning the city with grain and supervising the bakers. By the fourteenth century, a source of short-term loans to the state and deposits from foreign notables. See also Salt Office.
Grazie della Barbarella. See Barbarella.
Great Council. See Maggior Consiglio.
Grosso (Latin: denarius grossus). Fine silver penny, called "groat" in English, minted in Venice after 1202, probably at the value of 24 piccoli per grosso but soon changed to 26 piccoli. The groat was the basic silver coin for trade and business in Venice and the Adriatic. See also Lira a grossi; Lira di grossi.
Heads of the Forty. See Capi della Quarantia.
Imprestiti. See Camera degli Imprestiti.
Inquisitores. In this context, the Inquisitori del doge defunto instituted in 1501 to investigate the estate of doge Agostino Barbarigo. The most famous Inquisitori di stato were created only in 1539.
Libro d' Oro. The "Golden Book" kept by the Avogadori di Comun registered the legitimate birth of male children into a noble Venetian family, thus ensuring the male noble of eventual membership in the Maggior Consiglio. See also Barbarella.
Lira a grossi (Latin: libra ad grossos). A money of account that calculated the lire di piccoli in grossi. Since 1 grosso (groat) was worth 26 piccoli, the lire a grossi was at first worth 9 grossi, 5 piccoli. With depreciation of the piccolo, by the trecento the lira a grossi was worth 7.5 grossi.
Lira di grossi (Latin: libra grossorum). A money of account composed of 240 silver groats. Since the grosso was originally valued at 24 to the ducat, the lira di grossi was at first worth 10 ducats.
Lira di Piccoli (Latin: libra denariorum parvorum). A money of account composed of 240 petty deniers, or piccoli, or 20 soldi. Its value in relation to the ducat fluctuated over the trecento, with 1 ducat worth 72 soldi (or 3.6 lire) in 1374, and 84 soldi (or 4.2 lire) in 1392.
Loan Office. See Camera degli Imprestiti.
Lower Romania (including Crete and Negroponte) galleys. Sailed almost every year in the trecento, with loading for return to Venice 15-30 April, and 15 September to 31 October.
Maggior Consiglio. Venice's sovereign assembly, which over the years ceded many functions to the Senate and other bodies but remained responsible for major policy decisions and the election of nobles to many offices in the government.
Manus (pl. mani). Generic term for "committee." In Senate records usually denotes a committee to nominate officials, such as ambassadors, savi, or provveditori, sometimes composed of the Signoria or Collegio, sometimes from the body of the Senate or the Maggior Consiglio.
Mariegola. Statutes of one of the guilds or other corporations.
Maritime affairs, boards on. See Cattaveri; Extraordinary officials; Officiales de Levante; Officiales denariorum Rascie; Officiales super Armamento.
Monte. Public loan funds, which made up a large part of the state's debts to private persons. See also Camera degli Imprestiti.
Muda(e). Often used as a synonym for state galley fleet, but more strictly used for fixed seasonal periods for the loading of state galley voyages (for example, spring and fall return voyages for cotton trade with Syria).
Notatorio. Summary of various acts of Venice's councils and magistrates, entered daily.
Officiales de Levante. Board of officials to inspect crews and loading of cargoes on unarmed private galleys.
Officiales denariorum Rascie. Board of officials to pay and inspect crews on armed merchant galleys in early trecento.
Officiales super Armamento. Board of officials to pay and inspect crews on armed communal galleys, also called pagatores (Latin).
Paesanatici (Latin: paysinatici). Local soldiers, infantry, and cavalry under the command of the captain of Istria.
Parte(i) (Latin: pars, partes). Bills proposed, which became laws when voted by majority of ayes (de parte, de sic) over sum of nays (de non) and undecided votes (non sinceri) in Venice's most important legislative bodies, especially the Council of Ten, Council of Forty, Maggior Consiglio, and Senate.
Patron (Latin: patronus). A Venetian merchant who purchased a galley at a public auction, and thus was its owner during one of the regulated voyages.
Patroni dell'Arsenale. Immediate supervisors of the Arsenale under direction of a provveditore.
Per Scrutinium. See Scrutiny.
Pien Collegio. See Collegio.
Plezius. A Venetian noble who nominated another to public office and was obliged to carry out the duties of that office in case the principal was not able to do so. Thus, he served as a guarantor, ensuring that the office would be filled. See also Fideiussores.
Podestà. Title of Venice's chief official in cities of the Dogado, such as Chioggia, of Treviso after 1339, in the region of Istria, including Trieste, Capodistria, Pirano, Pola, and Isola, islands and cities in Dalmatia, and cities acquired in Greece in the late trecento (e.g., Argos, Nauplia).
Pregadi. See Senate.
Primi della Terra. The leading nobles of Venice, who in the course of their careers held at least some of the principal offices of the state. By the quattrocento, only the Primi della Terra were considered worthy of consideration for election as doge.
Proba. Election of officials, such as captains, ambassadors, or patrons of a ship.
Procurator of San Marco. One of the highest magistracies of Venice, composed of nine procurators who were responsible for the upkeep of the Basilica di San Marco and investment of legacies left to it. Three procurators served "di supra," with jurisdiction over the church and treasury of San Marco and certain testamentary trusts (commessarie). Three called "de ultra" (beyond the canal) oversaw testamentary trusts on the farther side of the Grand Canal, and three "de citra" (this side) handled testamentary trusts on the San Marco side of the Grand Canal. In the trecento their offices were housed in the Procuraterie on the Piazza San Marco, where they supervised a staff of stewards, financial officials, accountants, and secretaries. In addition, they defended the rights of orphans, the handicapped, and minors and were often named by testators as the executors and trustees of their estates.
Promissione ducale. Coronation oath that regulated the powers of the doge.
Provveditore (pl. provveditori; Latin: provisor). A commissioner; at first a noble endowed with extensive powers as the government representative in military or naval affairs, later a provincial governor. Also the title for supervisors of specific activities or offices. See also Sindici.
Provveditori alle Biave. Supervisors concerning supply of wheat and other grain in Venice.
Provveditori di Comun. Officials created in the late thirteenth century with authority over commerce, navigation, public works, crafts, and later the awarding of limited Venetian citizenship.
Provveditori di Sal. Supervisors with jurisdiction over the production of salt, its import from non-Venetian territories, fixing of prices for salt, and contraband salt. See also Salt Office.
Provveditori di Zecca. Superintendents of the Mint.
Provveditori sopra Camere. Magistrates instituted in 1447 to oversee the administration of the treasuries of the mainland cities (camere di Terraferma) and other sources of income, such as fiefs and rents, from the mainland state.
Quarantia. Council of Forty, which became Venice's highest court of appeals and part of the Senate after 1324. During the fourteenth century the original council was divided into three according to function and jurisdiction, with members serving terms of six months in each.
Quarantia civile nuova. A council that heard appeals in civil cases from outside Venice. See also Capi della Quarantia.
Quarantia Civile Vecchia. A council that heard appeals in civil cases from within Venice.
Quarantia Criminale. The third and final term of the Council of Forty that heard appeals in criminal cases.
Rason Nuove. A fiscal and auditing office responsible for examining the expense accounts of ambassadors and naval and military officers, and reviewing the books of certain customs officials.
Rason Vecchie. A fiscal and auditing office with a variety of duties, including entertainment of visiting ambassadors and examination of the books of the rectors of Venice's overseas possessions and the interest paid by the Camera degli Imprestiti.
Raspe. Copies of criminal sentences.
Reggimenti. The generic term for Venice's possessions outside of the Dogado, that is, in the Stato da Mar and the Stato da Terra. Together with consigli and ufficiali, these constituted the three main divisions of ordinary offices open to Venetian nobles.
Regimina. Originally the twelve main Venetian colonies, formed with the division of the Byzantine empire following the conquest of Constantinople in 1204.
Romania galleys. See Constantinople and Upper Romania galleys.
Round ship. See Cog.
Salt Office. Office under three Provveditori di Sal (q.v.) responsible for regulation of salt monopoly and trade, and later banking at the Rialto.
Savi agli Ordini (Latin: sapientes ordinum). Five savi originally responsible for maritime affairs, an office reserved as a training ground for promising young nobles. These savi formed part of the Collegio by the middle of the trecento.
Savi del Consiglio (Latin: sapientes consilii). A board of six savi that included the most powerful members of the Collegio by the second half of the trecento. Later known as the Savi Grandi.
Savi di Terraferma. Five savi added in the early fifteenth century to oversee various aspects of administering Venice's mainland possessions.
Savio (pl. savi; Latin: sapiens, sapientes). A term for an expert or board member who served on ad hoc committees; in general, a commissioner. Among the most famous in the crisis caused by the Chioggia War were the three or six Savi di Caduci, handling bankrupts during the war, and the Savi della Guerra, general board during the war. By the early fourteenth century there were two boards of savi who carried on daily administration as members of the Collegio, who also attended every meeting of the Senate. Savi is also used as the title of other magistrates and those who oversaw the administration of colonies: Dieci Savi sopra le Decime, Savi per Istria, Savi per Slavonia, Savi per Treviso (after 1339), Savi di Creta, and the like.
Savio Grande. See Savi del Consiglio.
Scrutiny (Latin: scrutinium; Italian: scrutinio). Method of direct nomination and election by ballot of Venetian magistrates and officials, used in the Maggior Consiglio and occasionally in the Senate. To be elected, officials had to receive at least half of the total votes.
Segretario alle Voce. Notary in the chancery of Venice who was responsible for recording all elections to public office in the Maggior Consiglio and later in the Senate, and creating registers of these office holders, with notice of those who refused office and date and cause of leaving the office.
Senate (more correctly, the Consiglio dei Pregadi or Rogati; Latin: consilium rogatorum). Venice's chief deliberative assembly consisting of sixty members, to which a board (zonta) of sixty was added. After 1324 the Quarantia also sat with the Senate, and by the end of the trecento about one hundred forty members met ex officio, for example, ambassadors, governors, and savi recently returned from duties overseas.
Serrata. The enlargement of the Maggior Consiglio, begun in 1297, which, over the next generation, made its membership hereditary, defined as a genuine Venetian noble. Only these noble Venetian members of the Maggior Consiglio were eligible to vote on legislation brought before the Maggior Consiglio and to be elected to the offices of the Venetian state. The term "Second Serrata" is sometimes applied to a further tightening of criteria for membership in the early quattrocento that prohibited entry into the Maggior Consiglio to illegitimate sons of nobles or those born to mothers of commoner status.
Sestiere. A "sixth," the basic political subdivision of Venice: Castello, San Marco, and Canareggio, north (de citra) of the Grand Canal; and Dorsoduro, San Polo, and Santa Croce, south (de ultra) of the Grand Canal. Headed by a Capo dei Sestiere (q.v.) responsible for public order.
Signori di Notte. Six magistrates, one for each sestiere, charged with maintaining law and order at night, and with jurisdiction over arrest and trial for most crimes.
Signoria. The doge, ducal council, and three heads of the Forty, who formed Venice's central government by the early trecento.
Sindici. Extraordinary officials sent to colonies and other Venetian dominions to investigate conduct of regular officials.
Sopracomito. Commander of a galley.
Sopraconsoli. Three judges who hear cases of bankruptcy and other cases of people unable to meet their obligations.
Sopragastaldi. Magistracy of three nobles, instituted in 1472, to oversee the execution of civil sentences of Venetian offices where the constitutional executor was the doge himself. See also Gastaldi.
Spazzi. Sentences of the Quarantia, which approved (di laudo) or annulled (di taglio) the sentences of lesser tribunals.
Special persons (Latin: speciales personae). Term for private individuals or partnerships, acting through joint ventures, responsible for outfitting a ship and enlisting its crew, which would have any profit from the voyage. See also Armentur per divisum.
State Attorneys. See Avogadori di Comun.
State Treasurers. See Camerlenghi di Comun.
Stato da Mar. The term used for Venice's overseas empire, which at its greatest extent includes the cities of Istria and Dalmatia; the strongholds of Coron, Modon, and Argos; the islands of Crete, Negroponte, and Cyprus, and many other possessions in the eastern Mediterranean.
Stato da Terra. The term used for Venice's mainland state, which at its greatest extent stretched from Ravenna and Ferrara in the south, to Crema and Bergamo in the west, and Belluno and Udine in the north.
Stipendiarii. Mercenary soldiers, usually mounted men at arms.
Tavola del Mar (Latin: tabula maris). Part of the customs officials (called "visdomini," q.v.) with jurisdiction over trade with Adriatic cities and goods imported by them.
Tavola di Lombardia (Latin: tabula Lombardorum). Part of the magistracy of customs officials (called "visdomini," q.v.) with jurisdiction of commerce by land with Italian cities north of Tuscany.
Ternaria. Magistracy under a board of visdomini (q.v.) concerned with the duties on oil, timber, and nonprecious metals, and ensuring supplies of oil, cheese, salt, meat, and other foodstuffs for Venice.
Terraferma. Venice's mainland state, which began with the acquisition of Treviso and its district in 1339, and expanded greatly with the conquest of Padua, Vicenza, and Verona in 1405, and of Friuli in 1420. At its greatest extent the Venetian Terraferma stretched from Ravenna and Ferrara in the south, to Crema and Bergamo in the west, and Belluno and Udine in the north, thus occupying northeast Italy.
Ufficiale al frumento. See Collegio alle Biave; Grain Office.
Visdomini. Customs officials created in the thirteenth century to supervise trade and collect duties (dazii, q.v.) on goods imported to and exported from Venice, later divided into three jurisdictions, over trade with Lombardy, Adriatic cities, and imports to Venice itself, and over goods trades in the Fondaco dei Tedeschi. See also Tavola del Mar; Tavola di Lombardia; Ternaria.
Voyages, destinations of. During the fourteenth century there developed regular galley fleets, which also included round ships, or cogs, under the jurisdiction of the Senate. Specific fleet destinations, often with loading periods and sailing schedules (called "mude"), are given with the years they sailed in the trecento. Most fleets to destinations in the Levant sailed from Venice in July or early August with return in early fall.
Voyages, types of. Five different arrangements of sailings and/or fleets used by the Venetian shipping industry. 1. Free voyaging (Italian: navigazione libera) of ships privately owned and operated; 2. regulated voyages of ships privately owned and operated; 3. licensed voyages of ships privately owned and operated; 4. voyages of communally owned ships auctioned for private operation to Venetian merchants, called "patroni"; 5. direct communal operation of communally owned vessels. See also Muda(e).
War galley. A long, low ship propelled by both lateen sails and oars, used to protect merchant vessels and which typically engaged the enemy by ramming the other ship, followed by boarding and hand-to-hand combat.
Zonta (Latin: additio, or consilium additionis). A body of persons joined to the Senate, and occasionally the Consiglio dei Dieci. At first twenty and later the sixty members of the Maggior Consiglio were added to the Senate, usually on 30 September after the members of the Senate, Dieci, and many other offices had been elected. The Zonta served as a pool of proven talent which augmented the Senate and aided in its deliberations.
Gazetteer
Note to the user: in order to remain consistent with the office titles in the database, gazetteer entries are given in Italian, with alternate place names following in parentheses.
Adriatico (Adriatic): sea between Italy and Dalmatia
Albania: region on E coast of Adriatic
Aleppo: city in Syria
Alessandria (Alexandria): city in NW Egypt
Alessio (Ljesh): town in Dalmatia
Almissa (Omish): town in Dalmatia S of Sebenico
Amorgos: island in Cyclades in Aegean, E of Naxos
Ancona: city on Italian coast of Adriatic
Andros: island in Aegean near Negroponte, directly E of Athens
Anfo (Anafi): island in Aegean
Aquileia: patriarchate and city at head of Adriatic
Aragone (Aragon): kingdom in N Spain
Arbe (Rab): town and island in Dalmatia
Arezzo: central Italian town SE of Florence
Argos: city in E Peloponnese, W of Nauplia
Armenia: region of Asia Minor
Asolo: town in Trevisano NE of Bassano
Atene (Athens, Athina): city in Greece
Augsburg: city in Germany
Aussero (Osor; Latin: Ossero): town on island of Cres
Austria: dukedom in central Europe
Avignone: city on Rhone in France, home of medieval papacy
Azov, Mare d' (Azov Sea): sea to N of Black Sea
Babilonia: title of the sultan of Egypt
Badia: Italian town in Polesine, W of Rovigo
Baffo: town on Cipro
Bagnocavallo: town in Romagna W of Ravenna
Barbaria (Barbary): region of N African coast
Barcellona (Barcelona): city on E coast of Spain
Barre (Bar; Latin: Antivari): town on Dalmatian coast S of Dubrovnik
Basilea (Basel): city in Swiss Alps near Rhine River
Bassano: N Italian town in Veneto, N of Padua
Bavaria: duchy in S Germany
Beirut: port city in Syria
Belforte: castle near Capodistria
Belforte: central Italian town in the Marche d'Ancona
Belluno: city to N of Treviso
Belvedere: fortress near Candia on Crete
Bergamo: city in Lombardy NE of Milan
Boemia (Bohemia): kingdom in central Europe
Bologna: city in Po valley in NE Italy
Bosnia: region in Balkans, medieval kingdom ruled by a ban
Bosphorus: strait between Constantinople and Scutari leading to Black Sea
Braia: place near Spalato
Brazza (Brach): island and town on Dalmatian coast
Brescia: city in Veneto, near Bergamo and Verona
Brindisi: city and port on Adriatic on heel of Italy
Briseghella: town in the Romagna, S of Faenza
Buda: capital of Hungary
Budua (Budva; Latin: Butua): town on Dalmatian coast
Buie: town in central Istria
Bulgaria: kingdom in Balkans
Butistagno: town near Belluno
Butrinto: town and fortress on coast of Albania, across from Corfu
Cadore: town in Friuli
Caffa (Kaffa; Latin: Gaffa): city in Crimea, on Black Sea
Cairo: city in Egypt
Calabria: region in SW Italy
Campo San Pietro (also Camposampiero): town in the Padovano
Canareggio: sestiere in Venice
Candia (Crete or Iraklion): capital city of Venetian Crete, now Iraklion; also used to refer to entire island
Canea (Khania, Chania): city and district in W Crete
Caneva: town in Friuli
Caorle (Latin: Caprulas): town at head of Adriatic between Venice and Grado
Capodistria (Koper; Latin: Iustinopolis, Giustinopoli): city in Istria
Caravaggio: town in Lombardy, S of Bergamo
Carinthia: region N of Friuli
Casalmaggiore: town in Lombardy on the Po River, S of Cremona
Castel Lion: stronghold near Capodistria
Castel Lion: town in Lombardy occupied by Venice from 1502 to 1508
Castel San Felise: fortress near Verona
Castel San Pietro di Verona: principal stronghold in city of Verona
Castelbaldo: town in the Veneto on the Adige river, E of Legnago
Castelfranco: town in Trevisano
Castello: sestiere in Venice, bishopric in Venice
Castelnuovo: town at mouth of Bocche de Cattaro
Castelnuovo: town near Rovigo in the Polesine
Cattaro (Kotor): city at the top of the Gulf of Cattaro in Albania
Cavarzere: town near Chioggia, on Adige River
Ceneda: town in Friuli
Cefalonia (Cephalonia, Kephallinia): Ionian island
Cerigo (Kithira): island in W Aegean above Crete
Cerigotto (Cederico): small Greek island between Crete and Cerigo
Cervia: town and saltworks on Adriatic coast, S of Ravenna
Chalkis: capital city of Negroponte
Cherso (Cres, Kerso): island on Dalmatian coast
Chioggia: city at S end of Venetian lagoon
Chios (Khios): island in N Aegean
Cicladi (Cyclades, Kiklades): island group in Aegean
Cipro (Cyprus, Kypros): island in E Mediterranean
Cittadella: town in the Padovano NE of Vicenza
Cittanova (Emonia): city in Istria
Cividale: town in Veneto, near Belluno
Clarenza (Glarentsa): town in NW Peloponnese
Clissa (Klis): island in Dalmatia
Comacchio: town in N Italy in Po delta
Conegliano: town in NE Italy
Corbavia: town in Dalmatia
Cordignano: town in the Trevisano
Corfu (Kerkyra): island in lower Adriatic
Corinto (Corinth): city in central Greece
Coron (Corone, Koroni): city and fortress in SW Peloponnese
Costantinopoli (Constantinople): Byzantine capital, on the Bosphorus
Crema: N Italian town between Milan and Cremona
Cremona: N Italian town SE of Milan and W of Mantova
Creta (Crete, Kriti; see also Candia): island in E Mediterranean
Crimea: peninsula to N of Black Sea
Croazia (Croatia): region, and sometime kingdom, in NW Balkans
Croie (Kroya): fortress in Dalmatia
Curzola (Korchula): island on Dalmatian coast
Dalmazia (Dalmatia): coastal region of modern-day Croatia, between the Gulf of Quarnero (Istria) and Albania
Damasco (Damascus): city in Syria
Dardenelli (Dardanelles; classical: Hellespont): straits between Aegean and Sea of Marmara
Dignano (Vodnjan): town in central Istria
Dogado: Area of lagoon and environs outside city proper under direct Venetian administration, defined as region from Grado to Caverzere
Dorsoduro: sestiere in Venice
Drivasto (Drisht): town in Dalmatia
Due Castelli (Drigrad): town in central Istria
Duino: town and fortress near Trieste
Dulcigno (Ulcinj): city in Dalmatia
Durazzo (Durrës): city in Albania
Egeo, Mare di (Aegean): sea in E Mediterranean
Egina (Aegina): island in NW Aegean
Epiro (Epirus): region in NW Greece
Este: town in the Veneto, near Monselice
Faenza: central Italian town W of Ravenna
Famagosta (Famagusta): city on Cyprus
Farra: city in Dalmatia
Feltre: city in N Italy, W of Belluno
Ferrara: city in NE Italy, S of Venice and N of Bologna
Fetele: Venetian fortress in Albania
Fiandra (Flanders): region in NW Europe
Firenze (Florence): city in central Italy
Fitilei: town in Greece
Friuli: region in NE Italy
Gambarare: town in Trevisano
Genova (Genoa): city in NW Italy
Gerusalemme (Jerusalem): city in Near East
Gorizia: region in NE Italy, N of Trieste
Gradisca: town in NE Italy, directly N of Grado
Grado: patriarchate and city at head of Adriatic
Grisignana: town in Istria
Iesolo: town on Adriatic near Venice
Inghilterra (England): island kingdom in NW Europe
Ionia, Mare di (Ionian Sea): sea W of Greece, E of boot of Italy, and S of Adriatic Sea
Isola Izola (Latin: Insula): town in Istria
Isole Ionie (Ionian Islands): island group at S of Adriatic Sea comprising Corfu, Lefkas
Istria: peninsula in NE Adriatic
Knin (Latin: Tininium): town in Dalmatia E of Sebenico
Krka River: river in Dalmatia passing Scardona and Sebenico
Lagoste (Lastovo; Latin: Lagosta): island on Dalmatian coast
Lazise: N Italian town on S shore of Lago di Garda
Lecce: city in Apulia
Lefkada (classical: Leukas; Lucata, Santa Maura): one of Ionian islands, off W Greece
Legena: Greek island
Legnano: N Italian town E of Mantova and SW of Padua
Lemnos (Limnos): island in the NE part of Aegean
Lendinara: town in the Polesine, S of Adige River and W of Rovigo
Lepanto (Navpaktos): city on N shore of Gulf of Corinth in Greece
Lesina (Hvar, Lesna): island and town in Dalmatia
Lido: land spit separating Venetian lagoon from the Adriatic
Lido de Malamocco: town on Lido
Lido di Pellestrina: town on S tip of the Lido
Limassol: city on S coast of Cyprus
Limena: town in Padovano W of Padua
Lissa (Vis): island off Dalmatian coast
Lombardia (Lombardy): region of NW Italy centered on Milan
Lonigo: town SW of Vicenza
Loredo: town in Po delta, S of Chioggia
Lucca: city in W Tuscany, N of Arno River
Mantova (Mantua): city in SE Lombardy
Marano: N Italian town W of Grado
Marche: region on central Adriatic coast of Italy near Ancona
Marostica: N Italian town W of Bassano
Martinengo: N Italian town S of Bergamo
Meldola: central Italian town S of Forli
Melede (Mljet; Latin: Melita): island in central Dalmatia
Merlara (Latin: Melaria): town near Rovigo
Mestre: town near Venice
Mikonos (Mykonos): one of Cyclades islands in Aegean
Milano (Milan): city in N Italy
Milos: island in Aegean
Mistra (medieval Greek: Myzithra): town and despotate on the Peloponnese, S of Morea
Mitilene (Mytilene; Latin: Methelinus): island in Aegean
Mocho (Mocco, Sabnrezhec): town in Istria
Modon (Modone, Methoni): city and fortress in SW Peloponnese
Mola: town in Puglia, occupied by Venice in 1490s
Monemvassia (Monemvasia; Latin: Malvasia, Napoli di Malvasia): town in SE Peloponnese
Monfalcone: town in Friuli W of Trieste
Monopoli: town in Puglia occupied by Venice in 1490s
Monselice: town in the Veneto S of Padua
Montagnana: town in the Padovano SW of Padua
Montebello: town in Lombardy S of Pavia
Montebelluna: town in the Trevisano
Montello: town in the Trevisano
Montenegro: mountainous region E of Dalmatia
Montona (Motovun): town and castle in Istria
Morea (Latin: Amorea): medieval term for Peloponnese
Motta: town on Livenza River in Friuli
Muestre: town in the Trevisano
Muggia: city in NW Istria
Murano: island in the Venetian lagoon
Napoli (Naples): city in Italy
Nauplia (Napoli di Romania; Latin: Neapolis Romanie): city in NW Peloponnese
Navarino (Zonchio, Zonklon): port in NW Peloponnese
Naxos: island in the Aegean
Negroponte (Eubea, Evvoia; Latin: Nigropons): island in Greece
Nero, Mare (Black Sea; Latin: Mare maior): sea between Russia and Anatolia
Nicosia: city on Cyprus
Noale: town in Trevisano
Nogarole: fortress in Veronese S of Villafranca
Nona (Nin): island in Dalmatia
Norimborgo (Nuremberg): city in Bavaria in Germany
Novaia: island off upper Dalmatian coast
Novogradi (Novegrad): N Dalmatian town, E of Zara
Oderzo: town in Trevisano
Ostrovica (Latin: Ostrovissa): fortress and town in Dalmatia, near Zara
Otranto: city in SE Italy and gulf at mouth of the Adriatic Sea
Padova (Padua): city in NE Italy
Padovano: region surrounding the city of Padua (Padova)
Pago (Pag): island off Dalmatian coast, N of Zara
Palermo: city in Sicily
Parenzo (Porech): town in Istria
Pasinatico: name of garrison at S Lorenzo in Istria
Patrasso (Patras): port town in W Greece
Peloponnese: region of S Greece
Peneda: town in the Veronese
Perugia: central Italian town E of Siena and N of Rome
Peschiera: N Italian town on S shore of Lago di Garda
Piacenza: city in Lombardy
Pinguento (Buzet): town in central Istria
Piove di Sacco: N Italian town SE of Padua
Pirano (Piran): town in Istria on Adriatic coast
Pirg: fortress in Albania
Pisa: city in Tuscany, W of Florence
Pizzaghettone: N Italian town W of Cremona
Pola (Pula): town in S tip of Istria
Polesine di Rovigo: region S of Padua, N of Ferrara
Polignano: town in Puglia occupied by Venice in 1490s
Ponte della Torre: fortress near Este in the Padovano
Ponte Vico: town in Lombardy near Brescia
Pordenone: city in Friuli
Portele (Oprtaj): town in NE Istria
Portobuffole: town in the Trevisano
Portogruaro: town in Friuli
Portolongo: harbor near Modon in SW Peloponnese
Poveglia: town in the Venetian lagoon
Puglia (Apulia): region in SE Italy
Quarnero, Gulf of (Kvarner): region between Istria and Dalmatia
Quero: pass above Treviso
Ragusa (Dubrovnik): city in Dalmatia
Ragusavecchia (Cavtat; Latin: Civitas Vecchia): city near Dubrovnik
Raspo (Raspruch): castle in Istria
Ravenna: city on Adriatic coast in NE Italy
Reifenberg: castle in Istria
Rettimo (Rethimno, Rethimnon): city and district on N coast of Crete
Rimini: city on Adriatic coast in NE Italy
Riva: town at head of Lake Garda, S of Trento
Rodi (Rhodes, Rodos): island near coast of Asia Minor in E Mediterranean
Roma (Rome): city in central Italy
Romagna: region of central Italy on the Adriatic coast
Romania: area of Byzantine empire and islands including Crete, in Aegean and E Mediterranean
Rovereto: town in Veneto near Trento
Rovigo: town in Veneto S of Padua
Sacile: town in Friuli near Pordenone
Salona: bishopric in region of Thessaly
Salonica (Greek: Thesaloniki): city in Thessalonica
San Lorenzo: town in central Istria
San Marco: sestiere in Venice
San Pietro di Monselice: town in Padovano near Monselice
San Polo: sestiere in Venice
Santa Croce: sestiere in Venice
Santa Maria Formosa: parish in Venice
Santa Maura: fortress on island of Lefkada, also medieval name for Lefkada
Santorini (Thera, Thira): island in Aegean
Savoia (Savoy): region in NW Italy
Saxony: duchy in central Germany
Sazanit: island on coast of Albania
Scardona (Skradin): town in Dalmatia
Scarpanto (Karpathos): island in E Mediterranean between Rhodes and Crete
Schiati (Schietto, Skiathos): Greek island N of Negroponte
Schiusa: fortress in Friuli
Sciro (Schiro, Skyros): island in N Aegean N of Negroponte
Scutari (Skadar): town in Dalmatia
Sebenico (Shibenik): city on Dalmatian coast
Segna (Senj, Sench): city on Dalmatian coast
Serbia (Rasica): kingdom in Balkans
Serravalle: town in NE Italy, near Conegliano
Setia (Sythias, Sitia): city on NE Crete
Sicilia (Sicily): island in Mediterranean SW of Italian peninsula
Siena: city in central Italy
Slavonia: region of upper Dalmatia
Smyrna: city on W coast of Asia Minor
Soave: area in the Veronese E of Verona
Soncino: town in E Lombardy S of Brescia and N of Cremona
Spalato (Split): city on Dalmatian coast
Spata: region in Albania
Spilimbergo: town in Friuli
Stalimine (Samothraki, Samothrace): island in N Aegean
Starigrado (Starigrad): town on Lesina
Strà: town in Padovano on Brenta Canal
Syria: region in Near East
Tana: port on mouth of Don River in the Azov Sea
Tenedos: island near mouth of Dardenelles
Thessalonica (Thessalonika, Salonika; Latin: Tesalonica): region of N Greece
Tilos: island in the Dodecanese
Tinos (Tino, Tenos): island in Aegean, next to Mykonos
Torcello: island in Venetian lagoon
Torre delle Bebbe: fortress in Venetian lagoon
Trani: town in Puglia occupied by Venice in 1490s
Traú (Trogir; Latin: Tragurium): city in Dalmatia
Trebisonda (Trebizond; Latin: Trapesunda): city on Black Sea
Treviglio: town in Lombardy S of Brescia
Trevisano: district surrounding city of Treviso
Treviso (Latin: Tarvisium): city in Veneto, N of Venice
Trieste (Latin: Tergeste): city at head of Adriatic Sea
Tripoli di Siria: city on E coast of Mediterranean, near Syria
Tunisia: region on N coast of Africa, part of Barbary
Udine: city in Friuli
Umago (Umag; Latin: Humagium): town in Istria
Ungheria (Hungary): kingdom in central Europe
Urbino: city in Italian Marche
Valbona (Latin: Albona): town in W Istria
Valcamonica: valley N of Brescia with fortress at Breno
Valle: town in Istria
Valmarino (Valmareno): castle in the Trevisano
Valona (Vlóra; Latin: Avalona): port on Albanian coast
Veglia (Krk): island off N Dalmatian coast
Venezia (Venice; Latin: Venecias): city at head of Adriatic
Verona: N Italian town W of Padua and E of Brescia
Vicenza: N Italian town NW of Padua and NE of Verona
Vienna: capital of Austria
Vrana (Aurana): fortress near Zara in Dalmatia
Zacinto (Zakynthos, Zakinthos, Zante): island in Ionian Sea
Zagreb (Latin: Isagrabia): city in Croatia
Zara (Zadar; Latin: Iadras): city on Dalmatian coast
Zea (Ceos; medieval Greek: Tzia): Greek island
Zeta: region of Albania
Archival and Manuscript Sources
Venice, Archivio di Stato
Fondo: Segretario alle Voci, registri Universi, serie Antica
Register 1 (1349-1353), carte 67. Elections to uffici, consigli, and reggimenti.
Register 2 (1362-1367), carte 46. Elections to uffici, consigli, and reggimenti.
Register 3 (1383-1387), carte 47. Elections to uffici, consigli, and reggimenti.
Register 4 (1438-1457), carte 155. Elections to uffici, consigli, and reggimenti.
Register 5 (1437-1490), carte 47. Elections to reggimenti. Registration by date of entry into office (intravit).
Register 6 (1465-1502), carte 164. Elections to uffici and reggimenti. Registration by date of entry into office (intravit).
Register 7 (1491-1524), carte 90. Elections to uffici. Registration by date of entry into office (intravit).
Register 8 (1491-1524), carte 133. Elections to reggimenti.
Register 9 (1492-1521), carte 34. Elections to consigli.
Register 13 (1418-1423), Libri delle Proposte.
Register 14 (1448-1453)
Register 15 (1486-1489)
Register 16 (1490-1493)
Fondo: Senato, Deliberazioni Miste, 1332-1400
Register 15 (4 March 1332-23 March 1333)
Register 16 (23 March 1333-21 February 1335)
Register 17 (2 March 1335-26 January 1339), carte 120
Register 18 (11 February 1339-7 March 1340), carte 94
Register 19 (9 March 1340-20 July 1341), carte 98 (see Leduc 2004)
Register 20 (28 July 1341-14 December 1342), carte 102 (see Girardi 2004a)
Register 21 (13 December 1342-2 March 1344), carte 93
Register 22 (2 March 1344-13 April 1345), carte 95
Register 23 (2 May 1345-4 February 1347), carte 70 (see Girardi 2004b)
Register 24 (20 February 1347-28 February 1349), carte 124
Register 25 (2 March 1349-28 February 1350), carte 80
Register 26 (2 March 1350-3 April 1354), carte 131
Register 27 (3 April 1354-14 June 1357), carte 117 (see Girardi 2004b)
Register 28 (19 April 1357-26 April 1359), carte 104
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Register 42 (10 May 1391-4 May 1394), carte 161
Register 43 (11 May 1394-29 May 1397), carte 189
Register 44 (1 June 1397-15 January 1400), carte 146
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Istria (AA) (4 April-10 August 1335), carte 24
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B (BC) (27 March 1348-28 February 1351), carte 105
D (CD) (14 May 1376-3 February 1377), carte 44
E (DE) (3 March 1388-30 April 1397), carte 148
Fondo: Maggior Consiglio, Deliberazioni (original)
Register 18. Fronesis (20 July 1318-23 January 1324), carte 163
Register 19. Spiritus (January 1324-24 February 1349), carte 166
Register 20. Novella (7 March 1350-24 August 1384), carte 202
Register 21. Leona (4 September 1384-18 April 1415), carte 240
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Register 8 (15 May 1392-28 February 1408)
Fondo: Consiglio dei Quaranta Criminale, Parti Miste
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Supplementary Materials
Glossary
Admiral (Italian: admiraglio). Title given to three distinct offices: 1. admiral of the fleet, selected by the captain of a fleet, who was elected by the Maggior Consiglio, to advise him in nautical matters; 2. in the Arsenale (q.v.), the highest paid permanent official was called admiral after about 1376; 3. the official in charge of pilotage from the Arsenale to the port of San Niccolò.
Glossary
Alexandria, or Egypt, galleys. Trade with Egypt was banned by the papacy in 1322 and permitted again in 1344; loading was at Venice in July, with return from Egypt in October.
Glossary
Armatori (Latin: armatores). Private people who were responsible for outfitting and arming a galley and enlisting its crew. See also Armentur per divisum; Officiales super Armamento; Special persons.
Glossary
Armenia galleys. From 1322 to the 1340s galleys were sent to trade in Lesser Armenia as substitutes for Egypt galleys. See also Alexandria, or Egypt, galleys.
Glossary
Armentur per Comune. Order that in outfitting ships the Arsenale supply the ships, the state treasurers provide coins for payroll, and government officials enlist the crews.
Glossary
Armentur per divisum. Order that ships be outfitted by private people, or partnerships, who furnish and outfit ships and enroll their crews. See also Special persons.
Glossary
Arsenale. Venice's public shipyard and armory.
Glossary
Auditori vecchi delle sentenze. Court of appeal from Venetian courts and sentences of Venetian governors within the Dogado (q.v.); the three auditors originally introduced appeals in civil cases to the Quarantia (q.v.).
Glossary
Avoccati. Public attorneys who pled cases before the Giudici del Proprio, the Giudici di Petizion, and other ordinary courts in the ducal palace. See also Corti del Palazzo.
Glossary
Avoccati per Tutte le Curie. A group of eight nobles chosen from the Maggior Consiglio who pled cases before the courts that met occasionally in the ducal palace.
Glossary
Avogadori di Comun. Board of three magistrates who were the chief law officers of Venice and whose judicial functions included those of the state's attorneys.
Glossary
Avogaria. The magistracy of the Avogadori di Comun, who were the attorneys general of Venice, enjoying the right of entry into every council of government and charged with redacting Venice's legislative acts and overseeing admission to the Maggior Consiglio, among other duties.
Glossary
Bailo. Title of some of Venice's colonial governors, including the consuls in Constantinople, Cyprus, and Negroponte, who also acted as judges over civil disputes among Venetian citizens. Also used for head official on Tenedos, and at Corfu and Durazzo when these possessions were added to Venice's empire at the end of the trecento. See also Count; Podestà.
Glossary
Balestrieri. Generic term for bowmen or archers.
Glossary
Balestrieri della popa. Crossbowmen of the quarterdeck. Young Venetian nobles chosen to serve as bowmen on vessels to gain experience in trade, seamanship, and war.
Glossary
Ban. Official over a large territory in the western Balkans, such as the ban of Bosnia, Croatia, and Slavonia, often held from the king of Hungary.
Glossary
Banate (or banovina). Territory ruled by a ban.
Glossary
Barbarella. A lottery held by the doge each year on the Feast of Santa Barbara (December 4), in which one-fifth of the young noblemen aged between twenty and twenty-five became eligible to sit and vote in the Maggior Consiglio. The losers in the Barbarella had to wait until the next lottery or the reaching of twenty-five to enter the Maggior Consiglio.
Glossary
Black Sea galleys. Two galleys sent from Constantinople to Tana or Trebisonda after 1322. Service to Tana was suspended in 1344 because of mistreatment of Venetian merchants; renewed in the 1380s.
Glossary
Bollette. Balls of wax or cloth used as ballots in elections in the Maggior Consiglio.
Glossary
Bucintoro. Doge's ceremonial barge; also a ship of those large dimensions.
Glossary
Camera degli Imprestiti (Latin: camera imprestitorum). The Loan Office—that is, the treasury or bond office responsible for levying shares and paying interest on the public-funded debt. See also Monte.
Glossary
Camera del Frumento. See Grain Office.
Glossary
Camerlenghi di Comun (Latin: camerarii). Magistrates who acted as state treasurers, receiving revenues from customs and excise duties and other sources.
Glossary
Cancellier grande. Grand chancellor or chamberlain, the head of the central chancery, the highest post in Venice's government open to a citizen, as opposed to a noble, who was elected for life, with authority over composition and storage of most important government documents, including treaties, laws, and minutes of the Maggior Consiglio, Senate, and other councils.
Glossary
Capi dei Dieci. The three heads of the Council of Ten, elected every month to serve as the leaders of that body.
Glossary
Capi dei Sestieri. Heads of each of the six divisions of Venice, responsible for aiding the Signori di Notte (q.v.) in maintaining public order.
Glossary
Capi della Quarantia. Three elected heads of the Council of Forty, who, together with the doge and six ducal councillors, comprised the Signoria.
Glossary
Capitolare(i). Rule book that contains legislation defining the duties and powers of one of the Venetian magistracies.
Glossary
Captain (Latin: capitaneus). Fleet commander of various convoys or fleets, as to Flanders, Romania, and the Levant. See also Admiral; Patron.
Glossary
Captain General (Latin: capitaneus generalis). Highest naval commander.
Glossary
Captain of the Gulf (Latin: capitaneus culfi). Official in charge of Venetian shipping and armed vessels within the Adriatic.
Glossary
Castellano. Guardian of a castle and governor of a castellany, and Venice's chief ruler over its strongholds at Modon and Coron.
Glossary
Cattaveri. A magistracy of three officials with several functions, including the recovery of public property (the goods of those who died intestate) for pilgrims to the Holy Land.
Glossary
Censori. Magistrates first appointed in 1517 to seek out and punish attempts to exercise improper influence over elections.
Glossary
Cinque della Pace (Latin: Quinque pacis). Board of five magistrates, created early in the thirteenth century, with jurisdiction over crimes of the populace and social unrest.
Glossary
Citizenship, Venetian. Award of Venetian citizenship was often limited, granted to foreigners after a long term of residence, with the ability to trade within the city (de intus), or both within Venice and abroad (cittadantia de intus et de extra), under the authority of the Provveditori di Comun (q.v.).
Glossary
Cog (Italian: coche). Round sailing ship.
Glossary
Colleganze. Profit-sharing limited partnerships between an investor, or sleeping partner (Latin: stans), and traveling merchants who trade (Latin: procertans).
Glossary
Collegio. The cabinet of the Senate, which emerged as main policy-making board by the middle of the trecento, composed of the Signoria and two permanent boards of Savi agli Ordini and del Consiglio. When the Savi di Terraferma were added early in the fifteenth century it came to be called "Pien Collegio."
Glossary
Collegio alle Biave. Board responsible for provisioning the city and charged with administration of the Grain Office (q.v.); after 1349, composed of the doge, ducal council, and "ufficiali al frumento."
Glossary
Commissioni. Statement of duties, usually issued in the name of the doge, for rectors and other officials of the Terraferma cities and overseas dominions, also for ambassadors, envoys, and other representatives of the Venetian government.
Glossary
Consiglieri ducali. The six ducal councillors were elected one from each sestiere and served for a term of eight months. The terms were staggered so that three councillors were elected from the two halves of Venice: Castello, San Marco, and Canareggio, north of the Grand Canal (de citra); and Dorsoduro, San Polo, and Santa Croce, south (de ultra). They supervised the actions of the doge and with him formed the Minor Consiglio, and with the three Capi della Quarantia, the Signoria of Venice. See also Ducal Council.
Glossary
Consiglio dei Dieci. See Council of Ten.
Glossary
Consiglio dei Pregadi. See Senate.
Glossary
Consoli dei Mercanti. Board charged with supervision of ships and shipping, setting prices at auctions of galleys, and rules for loading and prohibition of overloading.
Glossary
Constantinople and Upper Romania galleys. Sailed almost every year in the trecento, with loading for return to Venice 15 March to 15 April, and 15 September to 31 October.
Glossary
Contumacia. Period of enforced retirement from a public office, usually for one term, to ensure an official did not succeed himself in that office, and thus serve continuously.
Glossary
Correttori ducali. Five prominent nobles elected at the death of each doge to prepare corrections of and amendments to the promissione ducale of the next doge, for approval by the Maggior Consiglio. See also Promissione ducale.
Glossary
Corti del Palazzo. The six ordinary courts that heard cases on a regular basis in the ducal palace. See also Giudici del Forestier; Giudici del Men; Giudici del Mobile; Giudici del Procurator; Giudici del Proprio; Giudici di Esaminador.
Glossary
Council of Forty. See Quarantia.
Glossary
Council of Ten. Created in 1310 following the Tiepolo conspiracy, the Ten were charged with detecting and trying cases of treason and crimes against the state; the council met with the doge and the ducal council.
Glossary
Count. Title of Venice's head official in its Dalmatian cities, including Nona, Pago, Arbe, Sebenico, Spalato, Traù, and Zara, before these were lost to Hungary in 1358. Also used to denote Croatian and other Slavic rulers.
Glossary
Curia di Petizion. See Giudici di Petizion.
Glossary
Customs officials. See Extraordinary officials; Tavola del Mar; Tavola di Lombardia; Ternaria; Visdomini.
Glossary
Cyprus galleys. Begun in 1322, the galleys were suspended in 1372, with Genoa's control of the island. Sailed in February with loading for return to Venice on 15-31 March, and in July with return on 13-31 September.
Glossary
Dazio, plural: dazii (Latin: dacium, pl. dacia). Customs and excise duties on basic products, such as grain, flour, oil, and wine, levied both in Venice and all its colonies. See also Visdomini.
Glossary
Despot. An honorary court title of the Byzantine empire, sometimes given to the holder of a territory, such as the despot of Epirus or of Bulgaria.
Glossary
Doge. Venice's chief of state, elected for life.
Glossary
Ducal Council, also Minor Council, or Council of Six. The six councillors of the doge, elected one per sestiere, who with the doge and three Capi della Quarantia formed the Signoria by the early fourteenth century. See also Consiglieri ducali.
Glossary
Ducale. Public act of the Signoria (often a letter from the doge) written in solemn form on parchment with seal appended.
Glossary
Ducat. Gold coin of Venice, first minted in 1282, used for payment of large sums for embassies, annual or monthly salaries of mercenaries and officials, and in international trade.
Glossary
Duke of Crete (Duca di Candia). Governor of Crete (called "duca," as opposed to "doge"), who governed Crete for a term of two years with the aid of two councillors.
Glossary
Extraordinary officials (Latin: extraordinarii). Officials created expressly in 1302 to collect freight payments and customs from communally operated galleys, thus, one of several boards on maritime affairs (q.v.).
Glossary
Fideiussores. Guarantors who served as sureties to carry out the duties of an office or terms of a contract, in case the principal was not able to do so. Also called the plezius.
Glossary
Flanders galleys. Begun in 1314, but suspended in 1338 with outbreak of the Hundred Years' War, renewed briefly in 1358-1359 and in 1374-1376, and in 1384 into the quattrocento.
Glossary
Fondaco dei Tedeschi. Warehouse located next to the Rialto where the German mercantile community resided and traded in Venice, under supervision of Venetian customs officials called "visdomini" (q.v.).
Glossary
Fondo. In this context, the most basic series of documents in the Archivio di Stato, Venezia. For example, the fondo: Segretario alle Voci.
Glossary
Galere di Armenia. See Armenia galleys.
Glossary
Galere di Romania Bassa. See Lower Romania galleys.
Glossary
Galleys. Ships propelled by oars and sail. Great galleys (galee grosse) were merchant galleys. Light galleys (galee sottile) usually denoted war galleys.
Glossary
Gastaldi. Also called "gastaldo ducali," these were Venetian citizens chosen by the doge to oversee and carry out his orders, acting for the Venetian government, such as executions. See also Sopragastaldi.
Glossary
Giudici del Forestier. Formerly the Giudici di comun, this magistracy had jurisdiction over cases among foreigners and Venetians, and eventually on matters concerning seamen, maritime law, and the divisions of ships' cargoes.
Glossary
Giudici del Men (Giudici del Grande Salario). Magistrates with jurisdiction over minor cases or disputes concerning matters under ten lire.
Glossary
Giudici del Mobile. Magistrates with jurisdiction over civil cases of under 50 lire, later 50 ducats, and on disputes concerning movables and cases on marriage contracts lacking two witnesses.
Glossary
Giudici del Procurator. Magistrates with jurisdiction over cases in which the Procurators of San Marco were plaintiffs or defendants in their role of trust officials over wards and the administration of testaments.
Glossary
Giudici del Proprio. Originally the old "curia ducis," with broad jurisdiction; by the trecento this magistracy handled questions of zoning, leases, housing, and other property matters, including questions of widows petitioning for their dowries. They also held jurisdiction over criminal matters referred by the Signori di Notte (q.v.).
Glossary
Giudici di Creta. Before 1490, magistrates elected in Venice to serve on courts of first instance in Crete. After 1490, the office was filled partially by nobles elected from among the island's residents.
Glossary
Giudici di Esaminador. A law court particularly concerned with the transfer of property.
Glossary
Giudici di Petizion (Judges of the Petition). Judges who handled questions of debts, breaches of contracts, including the colleganze (q.v.), and other commercial matters.
Glossary
Giudici di Piovego. Magistracy with jurisdiction over canals, quays, bridges, public streets, and for a time, also over usury and heresy.
Glossary
Giudici per tutte le Curie. Three judges chosen from the Maggior Consiglio who heard cases before the courts as needed in the ducal palace. See also Corti del Palazzo.
Glossary
Giustizia Vecchia. Magistrates with jurisdiction over the craft guilds, fair prices for various commodities (including food and wood), and weights and measures.
Glossary
Grain Office (Camera del Frumento). Magistracy in charge of provisioning the city with grain and supervising the bakers. By the fourteenth century, a source of short-term loans to the state and deposits from foreign notables. See also Salt Office.
Glossary
Grazie della Barbarella. See Barbarella.
Glossary
Great Council. See Maggior Consiglio.
Glossary
Grosso (Latin: denarius grossus). Fine silver penny, called "groat" in English, minted in Venice after 1202, probably at the value of 24 piccoli per grosso but soon changed to 26 piccoli. The groat was the basic silver coin for trade and business in Venice and the Adriatic. See also Lira a grossi; Lira di grossi.
Glossary
Heads of the Forty. See Capi della Quarantia.
Glossary
Imprestiti. See Camera degli Imprestiti.
Glossary
Inquisitores. In this context, the Inquisitori del doge defunto instituted in 1501 to investigate the estate of doge Agostino Barbarigo. The most famous Inquisitori di stato were created only in 1539.
Glossary
Libro d' Oro. The "Golden Book" kept by the Avogadori di Comun registered the legitimate birth of male children into a noble Venetian family, thus ensuring the male noble of eventual membership in the Maggior Consiglio. See also Barbarella.
Glossary
Lira a grossi (Latin: libra ad grossos). A money of account that calculated the lire di piccoli in grossi. Since 1 grosso (groat) was worth 26 piccoli, the lire a grossi was at first worth 9 grossi, 5 piccoli. With depreciation of the piccolo, by the trecento the lira a grossi was worth 7.5 grossi.
Glossary
Lira di grossi (Latin: libra grossorum). A money of account composed of 240 silver groats. Since the grosso was originally valued at 24 to the ducat, the lira di grossi was at first worth 10 ducats.
Glossary
Lira di Piccoli (Latin: libra denariorum parvorum). A money of account composed of 240 petty deniers, or piccoli, or 20 soldi. Its value in relation to the ducat fluctuated over the trecento, with 1 ducat worth 72 soldi (or 3.6 lire) in 1374, and 84 soldi (or 4.2 lire) in 1392.
Glossary
Loan Office. See Camera degli Imprestiti.
Glossary
Lower Romania (including Crete and Negroponte) galleys. Sailed almost every year in the trecento, with loading for return to Venice 15-30 April, and 15 September to 31 October.
Glossary
Maggior Consiglio. Venice's sovereign assembly, which over the years ceded many functions to the Senate and other bodies but remained responsible for major policy decisions and the election of nobles to many offices in the government.
Glossary
Manus (pl. mani). Generic term for "committee." In Senate records usually denotes a committee to nominate officials, such as ambassadors, savi, or provveditori, sometimes composed of the Signoria or Collegio, sometimes from the body of the Senate or the Maggior Consiglio.
Glossary
Mariegola. Statutes of one of the guilds or other corporations.
Glossary
Maritime affairs, boards on. See Cattaveri; Extraordinary officials; Officiales de Levante; Officiales denariorum Rascie; Officiales super Armamento.
Glossary
Monte. Public loan funds, which made up a large part of the state's debts to private persons. See also Camera degli Imprestiti.
Glossary
Muda(e). Often used as a synonym for state galley fleet, but more strictly used for fixed seasonal periods for the loading of state galley voyages (for example, spring and fall return voyages for cotton trade with Syria).
Glossary
Notatorio. Summary of various acts of Venice's councils and magistrates, entered daily.
Glossary
Officiales de Levante. Board of officials to inspect crews and loading of cargoes on unarmed private galleys.
Glossary
Officiales denariorum Rascie. Board of officials to pay and inspect crews on armed merchant galleys in early trecento.
Glossary
Officiales super Armamento. Board of officials to pay and inspect crews on armed communal galleys, also called pagatores (Latin).
Glossary
Paesanatici (Latin: paysinatici). Local soldiers, infantry, and cavalry under the command of the captain of Istria.
Glossary
Parte(i) (Latin: pars, partes). Bills proposed, which became laws when voted by majority of ayes (de parte, de sic) over sum of nays (de non) and undecided votes (non sinceri) in Venice's most important legislative bodies, especially the Council of Ten, Council of Forty, Maggior Consiglio, and Senate.
Glossary
Patron (Latin: patronus). A Venetian merchant who purchased a galley at a public auction, and thus was its owner during one of the regulated voyages.
Glossary
Patroni dell'Arsenale. Immediate supervisors of the Arsenale under direction of a provveditore.
Glossary
Per Scrutinium. See Scrutiny.
Glossary
Pien Collegio. See Collegio.
Glossary
Plezius. A Venetian noble who nominated another to public office and was obliged to carry out the duties of that office in case the principal was not able to do so. Thus, he served as a guarantor, ensuring that the office would be filled. See also Fideiussores.
Glossary
Podestà. Title of Venice's chief official in cities of the Dogado, such as Chioggia, of Treviso after 1339, in the region of Istria, including Trieste, Capodistria, Pirano, Pola, and Isola, islands and cities in Dalmatia, and cities acquired in Greece in the late trecento (e.g., Argos, Nauplia).
Glossary
Pregadi. See Senate.
Glossary
Primi della Terra. The leading nobles of Venice, who in the course of their careers held at least some of the principal offices of the state. By the quattrocento, only the Primi della Terra were considered worthy of consideration for election as doge.
Glossary
Proba. Election of officials, such as captains, ambassadors, or patrons of a ship.
Glossary
Procurator of San Marco. One of the highest magistracies of Venice, composed of nine procurators who were responsible for the upkeep of the Basilica di San Marco and investment of legacies left to it. Three procurators served "di supra," with jurisdiction over the church and treasury of San Marco and certain testamentary trusts (commessarie). Three called "de ultra" (beyond the canal) oversaw testamentary trusts on the farther side of the Grand Canal, and three "de citra" (this side) handled testamentary trusts on the San Marco side of the Grand Canal. In the trecento their offices were housed in the Procuraterie on the Piazza San Marco, where they supervised a staff of stewards, financial officials, accountants, and secretaries. In addition, they defended the rights of orphans, the handicapped, and minors and were often named by testators as the executors and trustees of their estates.
Glossary
Promissione ducale. Coronation oath that regulated the powers of the doge.
Glossary
Provveditore (pl. provveditori; Latin: provisor). A commissioner; at first a noble endowed with extensive powers as the government representative in military or naval affairs, later a provincial governor. Also the title for supervisors of specific activities or offices. See also Sindici.
Glossary
Provveditori alle Biave. Supervisors concerning supply of wheat and other grain in Venice.
Glossary
Provveditori di Comun. Officials created in the late thirteenth century with authority over commerce, navigation, public works, crafts, and later the awarding of limited Venetian citizenship.
Glossary
Provveditori di Sal. Supervisors with jurisdiction over the production of salt, its import from non-Venetian territories, fixing of prices for salt, and contraband salt. See also Salt Office.
Glossary
Provveditori di Zecca. Superintendents of the Mint.
Glossary
Provveditori sopra Camere. Magistrates instituted in 1447 to oversee the administration of the treasuries of the mainland cities (camere di Terraferma) and other sources of income, such as fiefs and rents, from the mainland state.
Glossary
Quarantia. Council of Forty, which became Venice's highest court of appeals and part of the Senate after 1324. During the fourteenth century the original council was divided into three according to function and jurisdiction, with members serving terms of six months in each.
Glossary
Quarantia civile nuova. A council that heard appeals in civil cases from outside Venice. See also Capi della Quarantia.
Glossary
Quarantia Civile Vecchia. A council that heard appeals in civil cases from within Venice.
Glossary
Quarantia Criminale. The third and final term of the Council of Forty that heard appeals in criminal cases.
Glossary
Rason Nuove. A fiscal and auditing office responsible for examining the expense accounts of ambassadors and naval and military officers, and reviewing the books of certain customs officials.
Glossary
Rason Vecchie. A fiscal and auditing office with a variety of duties, including entertainment of visiting ambassadors and examination of the books of the rectors of Venice's overseas possessions and the interest paid by the Camera degli Imprestiti.
Glossary
Raspe. Copies of criminal sentences.
Glossary
Reggimenti. The generic term for Venice's possessions outside of the Dogado, that is, in the Stato da Mar and the Stato da Terra. Together with consigli and ufficiali, these constituted the three main divisions of ordinary offices open to Venetian nobles.
Glossary
Regimina. Originally the twelve main Venetian colonies, formed with the division of the Byzantine empire following the conquest of Constantinople in 1204.
Glossary
Romania galleys. See Constantinople and Upper Romania galleys.
Glossary
Round ship. See Cog.
Glossary
Salt Office. Office under three Provveditori di Sal (q.v.) responsible for regulation of salt monopoly and trade, and later banking at the Rialto.
Glossary
Savi agli Ordini (Latin: sapientes ordinum). Five savi originally responsible for maritime affairs, an office reserved as a training ground for promising young nobles. These savi formed part of the Collegio by the middle of the trecento.
Glossary
Savi del Consiglio (Latin: sapientes consilii). A board of six savi that included the most powerful members of the Collegio by the second half of the trecento. Later known as the Savi Grandi.
Glossary
Savi di Terraferma. Five savi added in the early fifteenth century to oversee various aspects of administering Venice's mainland possessions.
Glossary
Savio (pl. savi; Latin: sapiens, sapientes). A term for an expert or board member who served on ad hoc committees; in general, a commissioner. Among the most famous in the crisis caused by the Chioggia War were the three or six Savi di Caduci, handling bankrupts during the war, and the Savi della Guerra, general board during the war. By the early fourteenth century there were two boards of savi who carried on daily administration as members of the Collegio, who also attended every meeting of the Senate. Savi is also used as the title of other magistrates and those who oversaw the administration of colonies: Dieci Savi sopra le Decime, Savi per Istria, Savi per Slavonia, Savi per Treviso (after 1339), Savi di Creta, and the like.
Glossary
Savio Grande. See Savi del Consiglio.
Glossary
Scrutiny (Latin: scrutinium; Italian: scrutinio). Method of direct nomination and election by ballot of Venetian magistrates and officials, used in the Maggior Consiglio and occasionally in the Senate. To be elected, officials had to receive at least half of the total votes.
Glossary
Segretario alle Voce. Notary in the chancery of Venice who was responsible for recording all elections to public office in the Maggior Consiglio and later in the Senate, and creating registers of these office holders, with notice of those who refused office and date and cause of leaving the office.
Glossary
Senate (more correctly, the Consiglio dei Pregadi or Rogati; Latin: consilium rogatorum). Venice's chief deliberative assembly consisting of sixty members, to which a board (zonta) of sixty was added. After 1324 the Quarantia also sat with the Senate, and by the end of the trecento about one hundred forty members met ex officio, for example, ambassadors, governors, and savi recently returned from duties overseas.
Glossary
Serrata. The enlargement of the Maggior Consiglio, begun in 1297, which, over the next generation, made its membership hereditary, defined as a genuine Venetian noble. Only these noble Venetian members of the Maggior Consiglio were eligible to vote on legislation brought before the Maggior Consiglio and to be elected to the offices of the Venetian state. The term "Second Serrata" is sometimes applied to a further tightening of criteria for membership in the early quattrocento that prohibited entry into the Maggior Consiglio to illegitimate sons of nobles or those born to mothers of commoner status.
Glossary
Sestiere. A "sixth," the basic political subdivision of Venice: Castello, San Marco, and Canareggio, north (de citra) of the Grand Canal; and Dorsoduro, San Polo, and Santa Croce, south (de ultra) of the Grand Canal. Headed by a Capo dei Sestiere (q.v.) responsible for public order.
Glossary
Signori di Notte. Six magistrates, one for each sestiere, charged with maintaining law and order at night, and with jurisdiction over arrest and trial for most crimes.
Glossary
Signoria. The doge, ducal council, and three heads of the Forty, who formed Venice's central government by the early trecento.
Glossary
Sindici. Extraordinary officials sent to colonies and other Venetian dominions to investigate conduct of regular officials.
Glossary
Sopracomito. Commander of a galley.
Glossary
Sopraconsoli. Three judges who hear cases of bankruptcy and other cases of people unable to meet their obligations.
Glossary
Sopragastaldi. Magistracy of three nobles, instituted in 1472, to oversee the execution of civil sentences of Venetian offices where the constitutional executor was the doge himself. See also Gastaldi.
Glossary
Spazzi. Sentences of the Quarantia, which approved (di laudo) or annulled (di taglio) the sentences of lesser tribunals.
Glossary
Special persons (Latin: speciales personae). Term for private individuals or partnerships, acting through joint ventures, responsible for outfitting a ship and enlisting its crew, which would have any profit from the voyage. See also Armentur per divisum.
Glossary
State Attorneys. See Avogadori di Comun.
Glossary
State Treasurers. See Camerlenghi di Comun.
Glossary
Stato da Mar. The term used for Venice's overseas empire, which at its greatest extent includes the cities of Istria and Dalmatia; the strongholds of Coron, Modon, and Argos; the islands of Crete, Negroponte, and Cyprus, and many other possessions in the eastern Mediterranean.
Glossary
Stato da Terra. The term used for Venice's mainland state, which at its greatest extent stretched from Ravenna and Ferrara in the south, to Crema and Bergamo in the west, and Belluno and Udine in the north.
Glossary
Stipendiarii. Mercenary soldiers, usually mounted men at arms.
Glossary
Tavola del Mar (Latin: tabula maris). Part of the customs officials (called "visdomini," q.v.) with jurisdiction over trade with Adriatic cities and goods imported by them.
Glossary
Tavola di Lombardia (Latin: tabula Lombardorum). Part of the magistracy of customs officials (called "visdomini," q.v.) with jurisdiction of commerce by land with Italian cities north of Tuscany.
Glossary
Ternaria. Magistracy under a board of visdomini (q.v.) concerned with the duties on oil, timber, and nonprecious metals, and ensuring supplies of oil, cheese, salt, meat, and other foodstuffs for Venice.
Glossary
Terraferma. Venice's mainland state, which began with the acquisition of Treviso and its district in 1339, and expanded greatly with the conquest of Padua, Vicenza, and Verona in 1405, and of Friuli in 1420. At its greatest extent the Venetian Terraferma stretched from Ravenna and Ferrara in the south, to Crema and Bergamo in the west, and Belluno and Udine in the north, thus occupying northeast Italy.
Glossary
Ufficiale al frumento. See Collegio alle Biave; Grain Office.
Glossary
Visdomini. Customs officials created in the thirteenth century to supervise trade and collect duties (dazii, q.v.) on goods imported to and exported from Venice, later divided into three jurisdictions, over trade with Lombardy, Adriatic cities, and imports to Venice itself, and over goods trades in the Fondaco dei Tedeschi. See also Tavola del Mar; Tavola di Lombardia; Ternaria.
Glossary
Voyages, destinations of. During the fourteenth century there developed regular galley fleets, which also included round ships, or cogs, under the jurisdiction of the Senate. Specific fleet destinations, often with loading periods and sailing schedules (called "mude"), are given with the years they sailed in the trecento. Most fleets to destinations in the Levant sailed from Venice in July or early August with return in early fall.
Glossary
Voyages, types of. Five different arrangements of sailings and/or fleets used by the Venetian shipping industry. 1. Free voyaging (Italian: navigazione libera) of ships privately owned and operated; 2. regulated voyages of ships privately owned and operated; 3. licensed voyages of ships privately owned and operated; 4. voyages of communally owned ships auctioned for private operation to Venetian merchants, called "patroni"; 5. direct communal operation of communally owned vessels. See also Muda(e).
Glossary
War galley. A long, low ship propelled by both lateen sails and oars, used to protect merchant vessels and which typically engaged the enemy by ramming the other ship, followed by boarding and hand-to-hand combat.
Glossary
Zonta (Latin: additio, or consilium additionis). A body of persons joined to the Senate, and occasionally the Consiglio dei Dieci. At first twenty and later the sixty members of the Maggior Consiglio were added to the Senate, usually on 30 September after the members of the Senate, Dieci, and many other offices had been elected. The Zonta served as a pool of proven talent which augmented the Senate and aided in its deliberations.
Supplementary Materials
Gazetteer
Adriatico (Adriatic): sea between Italy and Dalmatia
Gazetteer
Albania: region on E coast of Adriatic
Gazetteer
Aleppo: city in Syria
Gazetteer
Alessandria (Alexandria): city in NW Egypt
Gazetteer
Alessio (Ljesh): town in Dalmatia
Gazetteer
Almissa (Omish): town in Dalmatia S of Sebenico
Gazetteer
Amorgos: island in Cyclades in Aegean, E of Naxos
Gazetteer
Ancona: city on Italian coast of Adriatic
Gazetteer
Andros: island in Aegean near Negroponte, directly E of Athens
Gazetteer
Anfo (Anafi): island in Aegean
Gazetteer
Aquileia: patriarchate and city at head of Adriatic
Gazetteer
Aragone (Aragon): kingdom in N Spain
Gazetteer
Arbe (Rab): town and island in Dalmatia
Gazetteer
Arezzo: central Italian town SE of Florence
Gazetteer
Argos: city in E Peloponnese, W of Nauplia
Gazetteer
Armenia: region of Asia Minor
Gazetteer
Asolo: town in Trevisano NE of Bassano
Gazetteer
Atene (Athens, Athina): city in Greece
Gazetteer
Augsburg: city in Germany
Gazetteer
Aussero (Osor; Latin: Ossero): town on island of Cres
Gazetteer
Austria: dukedom in central Europe
Gazetteer
Avignone: city on Rhone in France, home of medieval papacy
Gazetteer
Azov, Mare d' (Azov Sea): sea to N of Black Sea
Gazetteer
Babilonia: title of the sultan of Egypt
Gazetteer
Badia: Italian town in Polesine, W of Rovigo
Gazetteer
Baffo: town on Cipro
Gazetteer
Bagnocavallo: town in Romagna W of Ravenna
Gazetteer
Barbaria (Barbary): region of N African coast
Gazetteer
Barcellona (Barcelona): city on E coast of Spain
Gazetteer
Barre (Bar; Latin: Antivari): town on Dalmatian coast S of Dubrovnik
Gazetteer
Basilea (Basel): city in Swiss Alps near Rhine River
Gazetteer
Bassano: N Italian town in Veneto, N of Padua
Gazetteer
Bavaria: duchy in S Germany
Gazetteer
Beirut: port city in Syria
Gazetteer
Belforte: castle near Capodistria
Gazetteer
Belforte: central Italian town in the Marche d'Ancona
Gazetteer
Belluno: city to N of Treviso
Gazetteer
Belvedere: fortress near Candia on Crete
Gazetteer
Bergamo: city in Lombardy NE of Milan
Gazetteer
Boemia (Bohemia): kingdom in central Europe
Gazetteer
Bologna: city in Po valley in NE Italy
Gazetteer
Bosnia: region in Balkans, medieval kingdom ruled by a ban
Gazetteer
Bosphorus: strait between Constantinople and Scutari leading to Black Sea
Gazetteer
Braia: place near Spalato
Gazetteer
Brazza (Brach): island and town on Dalmatian coast
Gazetteer
Brescia: city in Veneto, near Bergamo and Verona
Gazetteer
Brindisi: city and port on Adriatic on heel of Italy
Gazetteer
Briseghella: town in the Romagna, S of Faenza
Gazetteer
Buda: capital of Hungary
Gazetteer
Budua (Budva; Latin: Butua): town on Dalmatian coast
Gazetteer
Buie: town in central Istria
Gazetteer
Bulgaria: kingdom in Balkans
Gazetteer
Butistagno: town near Belluno
Gazetteer
Butrinto: town and fortress on coast of Albania, across from Corfu
Gazetteer
Cadore: town in Friuli
Gazetteer
Caffa (Kaffa; Latin: Gaffa): city in Crimea, on Black Sea
Gazetteer
Cairo: city in Egypt
Gazetteer
Calabria: region in SW Italy
Gazetteer
Campo San Pietro (also Camposampiero): town in the Padovano
Gazetteer
Canareggio: sestiere in Venice
Gazetteer
Candia (Crete or Iraklion): capital city of Venetian Crete, now Iraklion; also used to refer to entire island
Gazetteer
Canea (Khania, Chania): city and district in W Crete
Gazetteer
Caneva: town in Friuli
Gazetteer
Caorle (Latin: Caprulas): town at head of Adriatic between Venice and Grado
Gazetteer
Capodistria (Koper; Latin: Iustinopolis, Giustinopoli): city in Istria
Gazetteer
Caravaggio: town in Lombardy, S of Bergamo
Gazetteer
Carinthia: region N of Friuli
Gazetteer
Casalmaggiore: town in Lombardy on the Po River, S of Cremona
Gazetteer
Castel Lion: stronghold near Capodistria
Gazetteer
Castel Lion: town in Lombardy occupied by Venice from 1502 to 1508
Gazetteer
Castel San Felise: fortress near Verona
Gazetteer
Castel San Pietro di Verona: principal stronghold in city of Verona
Gazetteer
Castelbaldo: town in the Veneto on the Adige river, E of Legnago
Gazetteer
Castelfranco: town in Trevisano
Gazetteer
Castello: sestiere in Venice, bishopric in Venice
Gazetteer
Castelnuovo: town at mouth of Bocche de Cattaro
Gazetteer
Castelnuovo: town near Rovigo in the Polesine
Gazetteer
Cattaro (Kotor): city at the top of the Gulf of Cattaro in Albania
Gazetteer
Cavarzere: town near Chioggia, on Adige River
Gazetteer
Ceneda: town in Friuli
Gazetteer
Cefalonia (Cephalonia, Kephallinia): Ionian island
Gazetteer
Cerigo (Kithira): island in W Aegean above Crete
Gazetteer
Cerigotto (Cederico): small Greek island between Crete and Cerigo
Gazetteer
Cervia: town and saltworks on Adriatic coast, S of Ravenna
Gazetteer
Chalkis: capital city of Negroponte
Gazetteer
Cherso (Cres, Kerso): island on Dalmatian coast
Gazetteer
Chioggia: city at S end of Venetian lagoon
Gazetteer
Chios (Khios): island in N Aegean
Gazetteer
Cicladi (Cyclades, Kiklades): island group in Aegean
Gazetteer
Cipro (Cyprus, Kypros): island in E Mediterranean
Gazetteer
Cittadella: town in the Padovano NE of Vicenza
Gazetteer
Cittanova (Emonia): city in Istria
Gazetteer
Cividale: town in Veneto, near Belluno
Gazetteer
Clarenza (Glarentsa): town in NW Peloponnese
Gazetteer
Clissa (Klis): island in Dalmatia
Gazetteer
Comacchio: town in N Italy in Po delta
Gazetteer
Conegliano: town in NE Italy
Gazetteer
Corbavia: town in Dalmatia
Gazetteer
Cordignano: town in the Trevisano
Gazetteer
Corfu (Kerkyra): island in lower Adriatic
Gazetteer
Corinto (Corinth): city in central Greece
Gazetteer
Coron (Corone, Koroni): city and fortress in SW Peloponnese
Gazetteer
Costantinopoli (Constantinople): Byzantine capital, on the Bosphorus
Gazetteer
Crema: N Italian town between Milan and Cremona
Gazetteer
Cremona: N Italian town SE of Milan and W of Mantova
Gazetteer
Creta (Crete, Kriti; see also Candia): island in E Mediterranean
Gazetteer
Crimea: peninsula to N of Black Sea
Gazetteer
Croazia (Croatia): region, and sometime kingdom, in NW Balkans
Gazetteer
Croie (Kroya): fortress in Dalmatia
Gazetteer
Curzola (Korchula): island on Dalmatian coast
Gazetteer
Dalmazia (Dalmatia): coastal region of modern-day Croatia, between the Gulf of Quarnero (Istria) and Albania
Gazetteer
Damasco (Damascus): city in Syria
Gazetteer
Dardenelli (Dardanelles; classical: Hellespont): straits between Aegean and Sea of Marmara
Gazetteer
Dignano (Vodnjan): town in central Istria
Gazetteer
Dogado: Area of lagoon and environs outside city proper under direct Venetian administration, defined as region from Grado to Caverzere
Gazetteer
Dorsoduro: sestiere in Venice
Gazetteer
Drivasto (Drisht): town in Dalmatia
Gazetteer
Due Castelli (Drigrad): town in central Istria
Gazetteer
Duino: town and fortress near Trieste
Gazetteer
Dulcigno (Ulcinj): city in Dalmatia
Gazetteer
Durazzo (Durrës): city in Albania
Gazetteer
Egeo, Mare di (Aegean): sea in E Mediterranean
Gazetteer
Egina (Aegina): island in NW Aegean
Gazetteer
Epiro (Epirus): region in NW Greece
Gazetteer
Este: town in the Veneto, near Monselice
Gazetteer
Faenza: central Italian town W of Ravenna
Gazetteer
Famagosta (Famagusta): city on Cyprus
Gazetteer
Farra: city in Dalmatia
Gazetteer
Feltre: city in N Italy, W of Belluno
Gazetteer
Ferrara: city in NE Italy, S of Venice and N of Bologna
Gazetteer
Fetele: Venetian fortress in Albania
Gazetteer
Fiandra (Flanders): region in NW Europe
Gazetteer
Firenze (Florence): city in central Italy
Gazetteer
Fitilei: town in Greece
Gazetteer
Friuli: region in NE Italy
Gazetteer
Gambarare: town in Trevisano
Gazetteer
Genova (Genoa): city in NW Italy
Gazetteer
Gerusalemme (Jerusalem): city in Near East
Gazetteer
Gorizia: region in NE Italy, N of Trieste
Gazetteer
Gradisca: town in NE Italy, directly N of Grado
Gazetteer
Grado: patriarchate and city at head of Adriatic
Gazetteer
Grisignana: town in Istria
Gazetteer
Iesolo: town on Adriatic near Venice
Gazetteer
Inghilterra (England): island kingdom in NW Europe
Gazetteer
Ionia, Mare di (Ionian Sea): sea W of Greece, E of boot of Italy, and S of Adriatic Sea
Gazetteer
Isola Izola (Latin: Insula): town in Istria
Gazetteer
Isole Ionie (Ionian Islands): island group at S of Adriatic Sea comprising Corfu, Lefkas
Gazetteer
Istria: peninsula in NE Adriatic
Gazetteer
Knin (Latin: Tininium): town in Dalmatia E of Sebenico
Gazetteer
Krka River: river in Dalmatia passing Scardona and Sebenico
Gazetteer
Lagoste (Lastovo; Latin: Lagosta): island on Dalmatian coast
Gazetteer
Lazise: N Italian town on S shore of Lago di Garda
Gazetteer
Lecce: city in Apulia
Gazetteer
Lefkada (classical: Leukas; Lucata, Santa Maura): one of Ionian islands, off W Greece
Gazetteer
Legena: Greek island
Gazetteer
Legnano: N Italian town E of Mantova and SW of Padua
Gazetteer
Lemnos (Limnos): island in the NE part of Aegean
Gazetteer
Lendinara: town in the Polesine, S of Adige River and W of Rovigo
Gazetteer
Lepanto (Navpaktos): city on N shore of Gulf of Corinth in Greece
Gazetteer
Lesina (Hvar, Lesna): island and town in Dalmatia
Gazetteer
Lido: land spit separating Venetian lagoon from the Adriatic
Gazetteer
Lido de Malamocco: town on Lido
Gazetteer
Lido di Pellestrina: town on S tip of the Lido
Gazetteer
Limassol: city on S coast of Cyprus
Gazetteer
Limena: town in Padovano W of Padua
Gazetteer
Lissa (Vis): island off Dalmatian coast
Gazetteer
Lombardia (Lombardy): region of NW Italy centered on Milan
Gazetteer
Lonigo: town SW of Vicenza
Gazetteer
Loredo: town in Po delta, S of Chioggia
Gazetteer
Lucca: city in W Tuscany, N of Arno River
Gazetteer
Mantova (Mantua): city in SE Lombardy
Gazetteer
Marano: N Italian town W of Grado
Gazetteer
Marche: region on central Adriatic coast of Italy near Ancona
Gazetteer
Marostica: N Italian town W of Bassano
Gazetteer
Martinengo: N Italian town S of Bergamo
Gazetteer
Meldola: central Italian town S of Forli
Gazetteer
Melede (Mljet; Latin: Melita): island in central Dalmatia
Gazetteer
Merlara (Latin: Melaria): town near Rovigo
Gazetteer
Mestre: town near Venice
Gazetteer
Mikonos (Mykonos): one of Cyclades islands in Aegean
Gazetteer
Milano (Milan): city in N Italy
Gazetteer
Milos: island in Aegean
Gazetteer
Mistra (medieval Greek: Myzithra): town and despotate on the Peloponnese, S of Morea
Gazetteer
Mitilene (Mytilene; Latin: Methelinus): island in Aegean
Gazetteer
Mocho (Mocco, Sabnrezhec): town in Istria
Gazetteer
Modon (Modone, Methoni): city and fortress in SW Peloponnese
Gazetteer
Mola: town in Puglia, occupied by Venice in 1490s
Gazetteer
Monemvassia (Monemvasia; Latin: Malvasia, Napoli di Malvasia): town in SE Peloponnese
Gazetteer
Monfalcone: town in Friuli W of Trieste
Gazetteer
Monopoli: town in Puglia occupied by Venice in 1490s
Gazetteer
Monselice: town in the Veneto S of Padua
Gazetteer
Montagnana: town in the Padovano SW of Padua
Gazetteer
Montebello: town in Lombardy S of Pavia
Gazetteer
Montebelluna: town in the Trevisano
Gazetteer
Montello: town in the Trevisano
Gazetteer
Montenegro: mountainous region E of Dalmatia
Gazetteer
Montona (Motovun): town and castle in Istria
Gazetteer
Morea (Latin: Amorea): medieval term for Peloponnese
Gazetteer
Motta: town on Livenza River in Friuli
Gazetteer
Muestre: town in the Trevisano
Gazetteer
Muggia: city in NW Istria
Gazetteer
Murano: island in the Venetian lagoon
Gazetteer
Napoli (Naples): city in Italy
Gazetteer
Nauplia (Napoli di Romania; Latin: Neapolis Romanie): city in NW Peloponnese
Gazetteer
Navarino (Zonchio, Zonklon): port in NW Peloponnese
Gazetteer
Naxos: island in the Aegean
Gazetteer
Negroponte (Eubea, Evvoia; Latin: Nigropons): island in Greece
Gazetteer
Nero, Mare (Black Sea; Latin: Mare maior): sea between Russia and Anatolia
Gazetteer
Nicosia: city on Cyprus
Gazetteer
Noale: town in Trevisano
Gazetteer
Nogarole: fortress in Veronese S of Villafranca
Gazetteer
Nona (Nin): island in Dalmatia
Gazetteer
Norimborgo (Nuremberg): city in Bavaria in Germany
Gazetteer
Novaia: island off upper Dalmatian coast
Gazetteer
Novogradi (Novegrad): N Dalmatian town, E of Zara
Gazetteer
Oderzo: town in Trevisano
Gazetteer
Ostrovica (Latin: Ostrovissa): fortress and town in Dalmatia, near Zara
Gazetteer
Otranto: city in SE Italy and gulf at mouth of the Adriatic Sea
Gazetteer
Padova (Padua): city in NE Italy
Gazetteer
Padovano: region surrounding the city of Padua (Padova)
Gazetteer
Pago (Pag): island off Dalmatian coast, N of Zara
Gazetteer
Palermo: city in Sicily
Gazetteer
Parenzo (Porech): town in Istria
Gazetteer
Pasinatico: name of garrison at S Lorenzo in Istria
Gazetteer
Patrasso (Patras): port town in W Greece
Gazetteer
Peloponnese: region of S Greece
Gazetteer
Peneda: town in the Veronese
Gazetteer
Perugia: central Italian town E of Siena and N of Rome
Gazetteer
Peschiera: N Italian town on S shore of Lago di Garda
Gazetteer
Piacenza: city in Lombardy
Gazetteer
Pinguento (Buzet): town in central Istria
Gazetteer
Piove di Sacco: N Italian town SE of Padua
Gazetteer
Pirano (Piran): town in Istria on Adriatic coast
Gazetteer
Pirg: fortress in Albania
Gazetteer
Pisa: city in Tuscany, W of Florence
Gazetteer
Pizzaghettone: N Italian town W of Cremona
Gazetteer
Pola (Pula): town in S tip of Istria
Gazetteer
Polesine di Rovigo: region S of Padua, N of Ferrara
Gazetteer
Polignano: town in Puglia occupied by Venice in 1490s
Gazetteer
Ponte della Torre: fortress near Este in the Padovano
Gazetteer
Ponte Vico: town in Lombardy near Brescia
Gazetteer
Pordenone: city in Friuli
Gazetteer
Portele (Oprtaj): town in NE Istria
Gazetteer
Portobuffole: town in the Trevisano
Gazetteer
Portogruaro: town in Friuli
Gazetteer
Portolongo: harbor near Modon in SW Peloponnese
Gazetteer
Poveglia: town in the Venetian lagoon
Gazetteer
Puglia (Apulia): region in SE Italy
Gazetteer
Quarnero, Gulf of (Kvarner): region between Istria and Dalmatia
Gazetteer
Quero: pass above Treviso
Gazetteer
Ragusa (Dubrovnik): city in Dalmatia
Gazetteer
Ragusavecchia (Cavtat; Latin: Civitas Vecchia): city near Dubrovnik
Gazetteer
Raspo (Raspruch): castle in Istria
Gazetteer
Ravenna: city on Adriatic coast in NE Italy
Gazetteer
Reifenberg: castle in Istria
Gazetteer
Rettimo (Rethimno, Rethimnon): city and district on N coast of Crete
Gazetteer
Rimini: city on Adriatic coast in NE Italy
Gazetteer
Riva: town at head of Lake Garda, S of Trento
Gazetteer
Rodi (Rhodes, Rodos): island near coast of Asia Minor in E Mediterranean
Gazetteer
Roma (Rome): city in central Italy
Gazetteer
Romagna: region of central Italy on the Adriatic coast
Gazetteer
Romania: area of Byzantine empire and islands including Crete, in Aegean and E Mediterranean
Gazetteer
Rovereto: town in Veneto near Trento
Gazetteer
Rovigo: town in Veneto S of Padua
Gazetteer
Sacile: town in Friuli near Pordenone
Gazetteer
Salona: bishopric in region of Thessaly
Gazetteer
Salonica (Greek: Thesaloniki): city in Thessalonica
Gazetteer
San Lorenzo: town in central Istria
Gazetteer
San Marco: sestiere in Venice
Gazetteer
San Pietro di Monselice: town in Padovano near Monselice
Gazetteer
San Polo: sestiere in Venice
Gazetteer
Santa Croce: sestiere in Venice
Gazetteer
Santa Maria Formosa: parish in Venice
Gazetteer
Santa Maura: fortress on island of Lefkada, also medieval name for Lefkada
Gazetteer
Santorini (Thera, Thira): island in Aegean
Gazetteer
Savoia (Savoy): region in NW Italy
Gazetteer
Saxony: duchy in central Germany
Gazetteer
Sazanit: island on coast of Albania
Gazetteer
Scardona (Skradin): town in Dalmatia
Gazetteer
Scarpanto (Karpathos): island in E Mediterranean between Rhodes and Crete
Gazetteer
Schiati (Schietto, Skiathos): Greek island N of Negroponte
Gazetteer
Schiusa: fortress in Friuli
Gazetteer
Sciro (Schiro, Skyros): island in N Aegean N of Negroponte
Gazetteer
Scutari (Skadar): town in Dalmatia
Gazetteer
Sebenico (Shibenik): city on Dalmatian coast
Gazetteer
Segna (Senj, Sench): city on Dalmatian coast
Gazetteer
Serbia (Rasica): kingdom in Balkans
Gazetteer
Serravalle: town in NE Italy, near Conegliano
Gazetteer
Setia (Sythias, Sitia): city on NE Crete
Gazetteer
Sicilia (Sicily): island in Mediterranean SW of Italian peninsula
Gazetteer
Siena: city in central Italy
Gazetteer
Slavonia: region of upper Dalmatia
Gazetteer
Smyrna: city on W coast of Asia Minor
Gazetteer
Soave: area in the Veronese E of Verona
Gazetteer
Soncino: town in E Lombardy S of Brescia and N of Cremona
Gazetteer
Spalato (Split): city on Dalmatian coast
Gazetteer
Spata: region in Albania
Gazetteer
Spilimbergo: town in Friuli
Gazetteer
Stalimine (Samothraki, Samothrace): island in N Aegean
Gazetteer
Starigrado (Starigrad): town on Lesina
Gazetteer
Strà: town in Padovano on Brenta Canal
Gazetteer
Syria: region in Near East
Gazetteer
Tana: port on mouth of Don River in the Azov Sea
Gazetteer
Tenedos: island near mouth of Dardenelles
Gazetteer
Thessalonica (Thessalonika, Salonika; Latin: Tesalonica): region of N Greece
Gazetteer
Tilos: island in the Dodecanese
Gazetteer
Tinos (Tino, Tenos): island in Aegean, next to Mykonos
Gazetteer
Torcello: island in Venetian lagoon
Gazetteer
Torre delle Bebbe: fortress in Venetian lagoon
Gazetteer
Trani: town in Puglia occupied by Venice in 1490s
Gazetteer
Traú (Trogir; Latin: Tragurium): city in Dalmatia
Gazetteer
Trebisonda (Trebizond; Latin: Trapesunda): city on Black Sea
Gazetteer
Treviglio: town in Lombardy S of Brescia
Gazetteer
Trevisano: district surrounding city of Treviso
Gazetteer
Treviso (Latin: Tarvisium): city in Veneto, N of Venice
Gazetteer
Trieste (Latin: Tergeste): city at head of Adriatic Sea
Gazetteer
Tripoli di Siria: city on E coast of Mediterranean, near Syria
Gazetteer
Tunisia: region on N coast of Africa, part of Barbary
Gazetteer
Udine: city in Friuli
Gazetteer
Umago (Umag; Latin: Humagium): town in Istria
Gazetteer
Ungheria (Hungary): kingdom in central Europe
Gazetteer
Urbino: city in Italian Marche
Gazetteer
Valbona (Latin: Albona): town in W Istria
Gazetteer
Valcamonica: valley N of Brescia with fortress at Breno
Gazetteer
Valle: town in Istria
Gazetteer
Valmarino (Valmareno): castle in the Trevisano
Gazetteer
Valona (Vlóra; Latin: Avalona): port on Albanian coast
Gazetteer
Veglia (Krk): island off N Dalmatian coast
Gazetteer
Venezia (Venice; Latin: Venecias): city at head of Adriatic
Gazetteer
Verona: N Italian town W of Padua and E of Brescia
Gazetteer
Vicenza: N Italian town NW of Padua and NE of Verona
Gazetteer
Vienna: capital of Austria
Gazetteer
Vrana (Aurana): fortress near Zara in Dalmatia
Gazetteer
Zacinto (Zakynthos, Zakinthos, Zante): island in Ionian Sea
Gazetteer
Zagreb (Latin: Isagrabia): city in Croatia
Gazetteer
Zara (Zadar; Latin: Iadras): city on Dalmatian coast
Gazetteer
Zea (Ceos; medieval Greek: Tzia): Greek island
Gazetteer
Zeta: region of Albania
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